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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  
 

 
 
  

 
 

 
Second Sunday after Christmas – January 2, 2022 
 
Welcome to St. Thomas’ Parish and to our online Christmas worship! Your presence amongst us 
overflows our joy. Together, we all tell the Good News of God’s love in Christ. Sing and pray with 
us as you are comfortable. 
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Opening Hymn 112 “In the Bleak Midwinter” 

 
 
Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
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The Collect 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: 
Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your 
Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading   Jeremiah 31: 7-14 
 

Thus says the LORD: 
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
proclaim, give praise, and say, 

"Save, O LORD, your people, 
the remnant of Israel." 

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
those in labor, together; 
a great company, they shall return here. 

With weeping they shall come, 
and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

for I have become a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 

For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall become like a watered garden, 
and they shall never languish again. 

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
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I will turn their mourning into joy, 

I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
says the LORD. 
 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
 
 

Psalm 84         Saint Helena Psalter 
(read by all) 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O God of hosts! *  
My soul has a desire and longing for your courts;  
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.  

2 The sparrow has found her a house  
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young, *  
by the side of your altars, O God of hosts, my Ruler and my God.  

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house; *  
they will always be praising you.  

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you; *  
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.  

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *  
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.  

6 They will climb from height to height; *  
the God of gods will be revealed in Zion.  

7 O God of hosts, hear my prayer; *  
hearken, O God of Jacob.  

8 Behold our defender, O God, *  
and look upon the face of your Anointed,  

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, *  
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God  
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked;  

10 For God is both sun and shield *  
and will give grace and glory.  

11 No good thing will God withhold *  
from those who walk with integrity.  

12 O God of hosts, *  
happy are they who put their trust in you! 
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The Holy Gospel   John 1: 1-5 
Deacon:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon      Bishop V. Gene Robinson 
X Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon  
 

 
Prayers of the People 
 
Intercessor: Let us pray to God, who came among us in the birth of Jesus:  
 
Gracious God, as a star rose, and drew people from great distances to Bethlehem that they 
might greet the Christ Child; Draw us, your Church, and all your people to you – that we might be 
the Church, and the people you call us to be.   
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
As you gave Mary your Holy Spirit, filling her with the delight of your presence; fill us with 
your Spirit and a desire for justice and peace on earth. Renew our lives.   
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
As Gentiles streamed to Jesus’ light, and kings to the brightness of his rising; draw our nation, 
our President, our Congress, our mayor, and all in authority, to Christ’s brightness.   
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
As angels sang ‘glorias’ to you and proclaimed peace on earth, and goodwill among all 
peoples;  bring to us your peace, and bring an end to terror and strife in our world.   
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
As Jesus was born in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn; help us to 
be  present with those who have nowhere to lay their head, those who are vulnerable, and those 
who  are hungry.  
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
As the holy family gathered together in Bethlehem; bless all families, especially the families of our 
parish.  We remember tonight families who ache to be together. 
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
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As your son came to proclaim the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of life eternal; give to 
the  departed eternal rest and let light perpetual shine on them.   
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
Celebrant:  
O Lord our God, may the light and hope of this season, and of your Son’s incarnation, reassure 
our hearts that you are among us, that you hear our prayer, and that you will be with us always, 
even to the end of the age. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.  
 
 

 
 
 
The Peace  
Celebrant:  May the peace of Christ rule our world and heal our hearts. 

The peace of Christ be always with you.   
All:   And also with you.  
XThe people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.  
 
 

Offertory    Gavotte in D           Jean-Phillipe Rameau (1683-1754) 
Kay Garlick Ott, violin and Karen Garlick, piano 
 
 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
The ushers will collect a financial offering during the Offertory. If you'd prefer to give electronically to our 
operating funds, please text STTHOMASDC ($) to 73256 or follow the QR Code. 
 
 
 
 

 

When you scan this QR Code with your phone’s 
camera, it will take you directly to St. Thomas’ 
website’s Giving Page. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

 
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

PADRE NUESTRO, que estás en el cielo. 
Santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad  
en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, 
como también nosotros perdonamos  
a los que nos ofenden. 
No nos dejes caer en tentación y líbranos 
del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria 
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amén.

 
A Prayer for Spiritual Communion  
Adapted from the Prayer Book for Armed Services 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. The leader invites the following prayer to be said by all: 
 
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We 
remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming in 
glory. Since we cannot receive you now in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech 
you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, 
and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the 
life to come. Amen. 
 
Christmas Blessing    
Celebrant:  May the joy of the angels,  

the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the perseverance of the wise ones, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ child 
be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.   

People: Amen 
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Closing Hymn 96  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 

 

 
Dismissal  
Deacon:  Go in Peace! Proclaim the Word made flesh! 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain.  
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH • DUPONT CIRCLE                
Announcements for January 2, 2022 
 

 

 
 

Thank you to Bishop Gene for preaching today, this second Sunday of Christmas!  
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Online and In-person/Hybrid in the Coming Weeks 

 
Dear Friends,  
 
We continue to watch the COVID-19 situation in our city carefully as we make decisions 
about our in-person worship and ministry. I have been contacted by several 
parishioners who have been exposed to COVID or tested positive. Please know that if 
you find yourself in this situation, I’m always happy to talk or pray with you.  
 
As you consider what is safest and healthiest for you and those in your circles, here is 
our plan for the coming weeks: 
 
Sunday, January 2 at 10:30 am: Online worship: Zoom to Facebook. Bishop Gene 
Robinson will preach and preside. Following the service, you are invited to stay for a 
Zoom Coffee Hour. 
 
Sunday, January 9 at 10:30 am: Online Epiphany Worship will be streamed to 
Facebook and later uploaded to our website. Those present in the church will be: All 
greeters, ushers, and those with an assigned responsibility during worship who feel 
comfortable joining in-person. Following the service, there will be an updated training for 
ushers and greeters with our COVID-19 precautions. All are invited to take a rapid 
COVID test prior to coming to worship. Zoom Coffee Hour to follow.  
 
Sunday, January 16 at 10:30 am: In-person worship streamed to Facebook. This will 
be Catherine Manhardt’s first service serving as a deacon. We ask all to consider taking 
a rapid COVID test prior to coming to the church. The bishop has suggested we all 
upgrade our masks to wear a surgical or KN95 mask (extra masks on site will be 
available.) We hope to have an outdoor celebration with Catherine following the service. 

 
Nursery, Food, Ministry Meetings 

During these weeks we will not have nursery care or eating indoors. I will make extra 
verbal announcements about our procedures even when everyone is masked.  
We ask that ministry groups meet on Zoom when possible this month. 
We will continue to receive donations for the Afghan refugees and sort them.  
This will involve small groups of volunteers who are masked for the duration. 
 
 
Please be in touch with any questions or concerns. If you haven’t read the options for 
free COVID testing, please let me know. I am happy to share local resources.  I’m also 
happy to coordinate a pick-up/drop-off of Holy Communion if you are unable to join us in 
person. As we enter a time with more people isolated once again, let us remember that 
we are not alone but interconnected in Christ. If you need someone to talk with, please 
give me or a friend from church a call.  
 
God bless you, 
Lisa+ 
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We’d like to include your hopes and/or prayers 
for Catherine Manhardt’s ministry in her ordination gift! 

Please follow this link to share a hope or prayer for Catherine on the occasion of her ordination to 
the Sacred Order of Deacons on January 13, 2022. https://forms.gle/pLcBNjduxmUS98k29 
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Here is our Parish Schedule for this coming week. 
 

Sunday, January 2:  SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS  
10:30 am   Worship on Zoom and streamed to Facebook  
11:15 am  Zoom Coffee Hour 
12:00 – 2:00 pm  Sorting of Clothing and Toy Donations for the Refugees 

 
Wednesday, January 5: 
 4:00 - 6:00 pm Sorting of Clothing and Toy Donations for the Refugees  

6:30 - 7:00 pm  Evening Worship on Zoom (with Evening Prayer) 
 
Sunday, January 9:  THE EPIPHANY 

10:30 am   Online worship, streamed to Facebook.  
11:15 am  Zoom Coffee Hour 
12:00 – 2:00 pm  Sorting of Clothing and Toy Donations for the Refugees 

 
Zoom Code for worship and parish meetings and Wednesday evening worship: 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718   Password: 151718th  
      

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  
Dial by your location                                           +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 
 
 
 

               Scan this QR link to see all of our announcements online.  
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Take Action with St. Thomas’  
 

Responding to Grief and Joy (and everything in between!) in our Community: 
You may wish to respond to the grief or joy in our community by sending a greeting card or making a phone 
call. If you do not have the individual’s contact information, please check Realm or send your greeting card 
to that person ℅ our church. We will make sure to share with them. 
 
Working with Our Upstairs Neighbors at Capital Clubhouse  
Here are three different ways you can volunteer, just one time or more 
often: 

• Are you an IT expert? You can help their keep their computer 
equipment functioning well. 

• Do you like to cook? Work with others to cook food for their 
monthly Employment Dinners that are held monthly right here at the church. 

• Are you good at organizing? They need one or two volunteers to help them organize their space. 
For more information, contact Deacon Linda by email: lmahler@stthomasdc.org or by phone: 202-384-
9643. 

 
 
 
Donate Warm Winter Socks to Our Neighbors in Need 
Bring new warm winter socks, sizes 6-12, to St. Thomas’. Parishioner Al Llanos 
will see that they get distributed to people who need them most in the cold 
weather. 
 
 
 

Volunteer Opportunity at Christ House  
St. Thomas' Parish supports Christ House by providing one 
meal a month for the shelter.  The parish provides the food and 
kitchen crew of four. After serving we eat dinner with the 
residents.  It is a rewarding experience and a great opportunity 
to fellowship with other parishioners. We are currently putting 
together a list of those who would be interested in volunteering 
for one evening. We will have the sign-up list at the registration 
table at church, or you can talk either Gregory Mackmin or 
Linda Hollingsworth, or you can email 
lhollingsworth.hvh@gmail.com. 
 
To learn more about Christ House and the medically vulnerable 
people they serve, visit their website at: https://christhouse.org/ 
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Clothing and Toy Collection for Afghan Refugees: 

Drop Off Donations at church on Sundays from 12:00-2:00 pm or 
on Wednesdays from 4:00-6:00 pm. 

We are accepting the following items: 

• New or gently used winter clothing (clean, wearable, and 
undamaged if used) 

• Modest clothing for women (long skirts and dresses, tops 
with long or ¾ sleeves) 

• Socks and shoes (especially infant and toddler shoes) 
• Scarves, winter hats, and gloves 
• New undergarments  
• New toys for children 12 and under in original packaging 

and unwrapped that don’t require English language skills, 
including dolls, stuffed animals, puzzles, cars and trucks 

• NO play guns or other weapons 
 

We are also in need of clean cardboard boxes and people to sort! Please be in touch with David 
Swanson at dswansondc@gmail.com.  

 
Study with St. Thomas’  

 
“The Path Ahead”- Senior Ministry at St. Thomas’ 
Deacon Linda Mahler will offer a series that “reframes aging for people of faith” Anyone of any age can 
participate. “The Path Ahead” is a curriculum on the spirituality of aging developed by Seabury Resources 
for Aging and the Episcopal Diocese of Washington. The in-person class will be offered on six consecutive 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM from 01/19/2022 through 02/23/2022. For more information or to 
participate, email Linda M. at: lmahler@stthomasdc.org 
 
 
“Sacred Ground”- Racial Healing, Reconciliation, and Justice 
Take part in Sacred Ground, a 10-week course designed by the Episcopal Church to help build beloved 
community. Participants are invited to walk through chapters of America’s history of race and racism, while 
weaving in threads of family story, economic class, and political and regional identity. The powerful 
curriculum of documentary films and readings focuses on Indigenous, Black, Latino, and Asian/Pacific 
American histories as they intersect with European American histories. The group will meet on Zoom on 
Tuesday evenings at 6:30 PM beginning on January 18, 2022. To learn more or to sign up, please email 
Dan Costello at: dancostello3@gmail.com or Linda Hollingsworth at LHollingsworth.hvh@gmail.com 
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Celebrating Our January Birthdays 
Stacey George (January 1)  
Felecia Williams (January 1) 

Joe Bishop-Henchman (January 4) 
Samantha Fallon (January 5) 
Naomi Ashworth (January 9) 
Bob McDonald (January 16) 

Gregory Zitterkob (January 22) 
Tyler Ashworth (January 23) 
David Insinga (January 23) 

Rev. Linda Kaufman (January 23) 
Chris Hartenau (January 27) 
John Coonrod (January 31) 

 
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 
 
 
 

 
Parish Prayer List 
John Bisco 
Peggyann Cohen 
Kevin Costigan  
Craig Evertt 
Carol Goldman 
Pam Greer 
Susan Hannan 
Jan Harrison 
 

Betsy Hollingsworth 
James & Esther Insinga 
Kristin Jones 
Mike Knapp 
Dave Kucharski 
Hugo Llanos 
Rich Manhardt 
Jane Saari 
 

Harvey Shapiro 
Joan Shapiro 
Mary Jane Smith 
Harvey Snyder 
Chris Spangler 
George Tatterson 
Chester Thompson 

 
   
   

 
 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 
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Vestry 

Gregory Zitterkob, Senior Warden 
Karen Garlick, Junior Warden 

Clay Dursthoff, Treasurer 
Jenn Mahle, Secretary 

Brian Crane, Reggie Greer, Jennifer Mahle,  
Noel Miller, Brett Snyder, John Trumbo 

 
Staff 

 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Rector lahuja@stthomasdc.org 
  cell: 202-361-2018 
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson 
Deacon Linda Mahler 

Bishop in Residence 
Deacon 

@BishopGRobinson 
lmahler@stthomasdc.org 

Michael Lodico Director of Music mlodico@stthomasdc.org 
Ka Lam Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 
Tyrone Moore 
Brittany Thomas 
Fabian Berrios     
Diana Diaz  
Kristine Kwamena-Poh  
Herschel Wade 
 

Sexton 
Sexton 
Sexton 
Nursery Attendant 
Nursery Attendant 
Seminarian 

 

 
 

  

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 
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