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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  
 

 
 

 

 
Christmas Eve – December 24, 2021 
 
Welcome to St. Thomas’ Parish and to our Christmas worship! Your presence 
amongst us overflows our joy. Together, we all tell the Good News of God’s love in 
Christ. Sing and pray with us as you are comfortable.  
 
 
 
 

Prelude Largo, ma non tanto from Concerto for Two Violins     J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
Kay Garlick-Ott & Peter Mellinger, violins, with Karen Garlick, piano 
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Opening Hymn 83  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”           verses 1-3, 6 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 

 
The Collect 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that 
we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 
where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading   Isaiah 52: 7-10 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 
How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 

who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 
the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the LORD has comforted his people, 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 

 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
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Sequence Hymn 96 “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
We will sing verses 1-2 before Gospel, 3-4 after the Gospel. 
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The Holy Gospel      Luke 2:1-20 
 
Deacon:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn.  
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
 
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 

 
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Sermon        The Rev. Lisa Ahuja 
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The Nicene Creed 
 
WE BELIEVE IN ONE GOD,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary      
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  7 
 

 
Prayers of the People 
 
Intercessors: Let us pray to God, who came among us in the birth of Jesus:  
 
Gracious God, as a star rose, and drew people from great distances to Bethlehem that they 
might greet the Christ Child; Draw us, your Church, and all your people to you – that we might be 
the Church, and the people you call us to be.   
 
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
As you gave Mary your Holy Spirit, filling her with the delight of your presence; fill us with 
your Spirit and a desire for justice and peace on earth. Renew our lives.   
 
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
As Gentiles streamed to Jesus’ light, and kings to the brightness of his rising; draw our nation, 
our President, our Congress, our mayor, and all in authority, to Christ’s brightness.   
 
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
As angels sang ‘glorias’ to you and proclaimed peace on earth, and goodwill among all 
peoples;  bring to us your peace, and bring an end to terror and strife in our world.   
 
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
As Jesus was born in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn; help us to 
be  present with those who have nowhere to lay their head, those who are vulnerable, and those 
who  are hungry.  
 
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
As the holy family gathered together in Bethlehem; bless all families, especially the families of our 
parish.  We remember tonight families who ache to be together. 
 
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
As your son came to proclaim the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of life eternal; give to 
the  departed eternal rest and let light perpetual shine on them.   
 
Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
Celebrant:  
O Lord our God, may the light and hope of this season, and of your Son’s incarnation, reassure 
our hearts that you are among us, that you hear our prayer, and that you will be with us always, 
even to the end of the age. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.  
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The Peace  
Celebrant:  The Peace of Christ be always with you.   
All:   And also with you.  
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.  
 
 
 
Offertory     “Medley of Christmas Carols”  

    Kay Garlick-Ott & Peter Mellingers, violins 
 
 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
The ushers will collect a financial offering during the Offertory. If you'd prefer to give electronically to our 
operating funds, please text STTHOMASDC ($) to 73256 or follow the QR Code. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving  
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, 
source of life abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. 
Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: 
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. 
 
 
 
 

When you scan this QR Code with your phone’s 

camera, it will take you directly to St. Thomas’ 

website’s Giving Page. 
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You made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. 
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; 
and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. 
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels 
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
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(The Celebrant continues:) 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. 
To deliver us from the power of sin and death 
and to reveal the riches of your grace, 
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, 
that she might conceive and bear a son, 
Jesus the holy child of God. 
Living among us, Jesus loved us. 
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, 
healed the sick and proclaimed good news to the poor. 
 
He yearned to draw all the world to himself 
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. 
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross 
the sacrifice of his life, 
and to be glorified by you 
 
On the night before he died for us, 
Jesus was at table with his friends. 
He took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
Again, he gave thanks to you, 
gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, 
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 
who was and is and is to come, 
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 
and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 
 
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth 
and make us your new creation, 
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 
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In the fullness of time bring us, 
with St. Thomas and all your saints, 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
to feast at the banquet prepared 
from the foundation of the world. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

 
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

PADRE NUESTRO, que estás en el cielo. 
Santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad  
en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, 
como también nosotros perdonamos  
a los que nos ofenden. 
No nos dejes caer en tentación y líbranos 
del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria 
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amén.

 
The Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
  and feed on him in your hearts, by faith with thanksgiving. 
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Communion Anthem  Night of Silence         Daniel Kantor 
The St. Thomas’ Choir with Jocko Fajardo, soloist 
 
Cold are the people, winter of life 
We tremble in shadows this cold endless night 
Frozen in the snow lie roses sleeping 
Flowers that will echo the sunrise 
Fire of hope is our only warmth 
Weary, it's flame will be dying soon. 

Voice in the distance, call in the night 
On wind you enfold us You speak of the light 
Gentle on the ear you whisper softly 
Rumours of a dawn so embracing 
Breathless love awaits darkened souls 
Soon will we know of the morning. 

Spirit among us, shine like the star 
Your light that guides shepherds and kings 
from afar 
Shimmer in the sky so empty, lonely 
Rising in the warmth of your son's love 
Star unknowing of night and day 
Spirit we wait for your loving Son. 

Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child 
Holy infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
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Communion Hymn 111   “Silent Night”   
During the singing of Silent Night, the lights will be dimmed, and we will light our candles.  
 

 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 

 
Postcommunion Prayer 
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united 
us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and 
on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 
love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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Christmas Blessing    
Celebrant:  May the joy of the angels,  

the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ child 
be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.   

People: Amen 

 
Final Hymn 100    “Joy to the World” 
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Dismissal  
Deacon:  Go in Peace! Proclaim the Word made flesh! 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Postlude  Pastorale from Christmas Concerto     Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713)  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain.  


