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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  

 

 
 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 26, 2021 
 
Prelude           Hymn to Freedom                 Oscar Peterson (1925-2007)    
Joseph Coleman, piano 
                          
Opening Hymn 400        All Creatures of Our God and King        vs. 1, 2, 3, 7 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
The Collect for Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Collect 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
Most high, omnipotent good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of this 
world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole 
creation with perfectness of joy. O God, you have made us and all living things. You are even more 
wonderful than what you have made. We thank you for giving us these pets who bring us joy. As 
you take care of us, so also we ask your help that we might take care of those who trust us to look 
after them. By doing this, we share in your own love for all creation. We ask this in Jesus' name. 
Amen.  
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First Reading   Genesis 1: 1-34 (abbreviated) 
  
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and a 
great dimness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. On the first day, God created light and darkness. On the second day, God created the sky 
above and the waters below. On the third day, God formed the land and called it Earth, and 
gathered the water and called it Sea. God blessed the earth with vegetation and food. On the 
fourth day, God separated the day from the night, creating the sun, the moon, and the stars. On 
the fifth day, God brought forth swarms of living creatures in the air, in the water, and on the 
land, and God bid them to be fruitful and multiply. On the sixth day, God created humankind in 
God’s image, giving them dominion over the animals. God blessed them and bid them to be 
fruitful and multiply. On the seventh day, God saw that everything that God had made was very 
good and God rested and blessed the seventh day and made it sacred.  
 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
 
 
Prayer of St. Francis       (read in unison) 
 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;  
where there is injury, pardon;  
where there is discord, union;  
where there is doubt, faith;  
where there is despair, hope;  
where there is darkness, light;  
where there is sadness, joy.  
Grant that we may not so much seek  
to be consoled as to console;  
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love.  
For it is in giving that we receive;  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 
 
Alleluia (sung before and after the Gospel) 
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The Holy Gospel   Matthew 11: 25-30 
 
Deacon:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, God of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, God, for such was 
your gracious will.  
 
“All things have been handed over to me by my Creator; and no one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal God.  
 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’” 
 
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. People:  Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                                  The Rev. Lisa Ahuja 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon  

 
 
The Prayers of the People  
 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God our Creator for all the gifts so freely bestowed upon us 

and for the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea;  
All:   We thank you, awesome Creator.  
 
Leader:  For the richness of the mountains, plains and rivers;  
All:   We thank you, awesome Creator.  
 
Leader:  For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women;  
All:   We thank you, awesome Creator.  
 
Leader:  For all creatures that breathe, and move, and have life;  
All:   We thank you, awesome Creator.  
 
Leader:  For the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers and trees;  
All:   We thank you, awesome Creator.  
 
Leader:  For the trust you have shown in giving into our care these, our pets;  
All:   We thank you, awesome Creator.  
 
Leader:  That each pet here may be treasured with care;  
All:   We pray to you, awesome Creator.  
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Leader:  That we may love and honor all your works, O God;  
All:   We pray to you, awesome Creator.  
 
Leader:  That we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment and care of your 

abundant creation;  
All:  To the honor and glory of your name, now and forever, we pray to you, awesome 

Creator. Amen. 
 
The Blessing of the Pets 
 
The Peace  
Celebrant:  The Peace of Christ be always with you.   
All:   And also with you.  
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Birthday Prayer  
People Watch over your children, O Lord, as 
their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them 
when they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up 
when they fall; and in their hearts may your 
peace which passes understanding abide all 
the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Anniversary Prayer 
People Eternal God, creator and preserver of 
all life, author of salvation, and giver of all 
grace: Look with favor upon the world you 
have made, for which your Son gave his life, 
and surround this couple with your love. 
Grant that their wills may be so knit together 
in your will, and their spirits in your Spirit, 
that they may grow in love and peace with 
you and one another all the days of their 
lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
Offertory               “Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester”                  Malcolm Archer               
 

Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits thou hast given us, 
for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for us. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know thee more clearly, 
love thee more dearly, 
and follow thee more nearly, day by day. 
Amen. 
 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
 
The ushers will collect a financial offering during the Offertory. If you'd prefer to give electronically to our 
operating funds, please text STTHOMASDC ($) to 73256 or follow the QR Code. 
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The Great Thanksgiving  
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a 
new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. Therefore we 

praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, Holy, Holy S128 
           

 
 

I 

When you scan the above QR Code with your 

phone’s camera, it will take you directly to St. 

Thomas’ website’s Giving Page. 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent 
him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have 
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine.   
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with the ever Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas our patron and all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, 
Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  

PADRE NUESTRO, que estás en el cielo. 
Santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad  
en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, 
como también nosotros perdonamos  
a los que nos ofenden. 
No nos dejes caer en tentación y líbranos 
del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria 
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amén. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
Communion LEVAS 118 “Spirit Song” 
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Postcommunion Prayer (all together) 
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united 
us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and 
on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 
love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Blessing  
Life is short, and we do not have much time 
to gladden the hearts of those who make the journey with us. 
So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind. 
And the blessing of God, who made us, 
who loves us, and who travels with us 
be with you now and forever. Amen 
 
Closing Hymn 405   “All Things Bright and Beautiful” 
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Dismissal 
Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, 

Rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia! 
People:    Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 

 
Postlude    “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” 
Arranged and performed by Joseph Coleman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 

Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. 
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for the Eighteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost  ~  September 26, 2021 

 

A NOTE FROM OUR RECTOR 

 

Dear Friends,  
 
Welcome to our worship! It is a joy to have you  
amongst us today for study, worship, and  
fellowship. This month we move into the program  
year with opportunities to deepen our faith through  
worship, outreach and justice ministries, studies,  
hosting the larger community in our building, and  
building relationship with one another. My hope is  
that you feel a warm welcome to participate in the  
life of the parish! You can read about opportunities to participate and connect in our 
community throughout our announcements each week.  
 
You are also invited to our next Welcome Coffee Hour on October 17, from 11:30 am – 1:00 
pm. This will be a time to meet one another, learn about the parish history and current 
ministries, tour the church building, and ask questions. If you would like to meet up before 
the October Welcome Sunday event, please do let me know! 
 
I look forward to our worship and fellowship on Sunday.  
 
God bless you, 
Lisa+ 
 
HVAC Update 

This week we learned that the motherboard of our HVAC unit needs to be replaced and (as 

of the printing of the bulletin) the technicians are working to find and order the proper parts. 

We will continue to worship on the fourth floor until the HVAC unit is replaced, as the fourth 

floor allows for some airflow when we open the doors to the balcony and use fans. Tyrone 

will set up chairs on Friday evening after the Narcotics Anonymous meeting, and we will ask 

for parishioners to help stack chairs after our worship.  
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Here is our Parish Schedule for this coming week. 
 
Sunday, September 26: EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Pet Blessing 
           10:00 am  Bible Study on Today’s Gospel – Bishop Robinson Chapel 
 10:30 am   Worship, 4th floor and streamed to Facebook  
    Choir Commissioning 

11:15 am   Coffee Hour  
 
Wednesday, September 29:  
 6:30 - 7:00 pm  Evening Worship in-person stream to Zoom 

(with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 
7:00 – 8:30 pm James Baldwin Reading Group on Zoom 
 
 

Sunday, October 3:  NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
    SAMARITAN MINISTRY SUNDAY 
             9:30 am  Nursery, 4th floor 

10:00 am  Bible Study on Today’s Gospel – Bishop Robinson Chapel 
 10:30 am   Worship in-person and streamed to Facebook  

11:15 am   Coffee Hour  
 

Zoom Code for parish meetings and Wednesday evening worship: 
Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718   Password: 151718th  

     Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  
Dial by your location                                           +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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Worship with St. Thomas’ 

 
Samaritan Ministry Sunday is happening on Sunday October 3rd! 
Samaritan Ministry of Greater Washington (SMGW) will be joining us at our worship service 
on October 3rd to tell us about their Empower our Neighbors in Need (ENN) Campaign. 
You'll hear from a Next Step participant and SGMW Executive Director, the Rev. David B. 
Wolf.  You’ll be reminded of SMGW’s mission and work in the Greater Washington area in 
which we at St. Thomas’ are partners.  You will hear a success story first-hand, and the 
many ways SMGW's work benefits participants.  After worship, our guests will take 
questions and comments.  To learn more about SMGW, visit their 
website: http://www.samaritanministry.org/. To donate go to https://bit.ly/ENN_21 
For a list of In-kind items needed visit http://bit.ly/ENNWishlist 
 

 

 
 

Study with St. Thomas 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

This Sunday we continue our weekly Bible study at 10 am of that 
Sunday's Gospel. We will be using Marcus Borg's commentary on 
the Gospel of Mark for the initial series. Jason Forman will lead the 
first sessions. Please join us in the Bishop Robinson Chapel before 
church to learn more about the Gospel lesson every Sunday.  

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.samaritanministry.org/
https://bit.ly/ENN_21
http://bit.ly/ENNWishlist
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James Baldwin Reading Group 
As our Sacred Ground series 
ended last April, several 
participants expressed an interest 
in reading the works of James 
Baldwin. As a result of that 
discussion, we are launching a 
James Baldwin Reading Group 
that will meet once a month over 
the next several months. The 
group will have a monthly 
discussion on Wednesday 
evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 pm virtually on Zoom. The Group will explore writings by and 
about James Baldwin. We may also choose to watch and discuss films on Baldwin. We will 
begin on Wednesday, September 29, at 7:00 pm. 
 
Zoom Session on September 29:  
“Begin Again: James Baldwin’s America and Its Urgent Lessons for Our Own” 

This is a recent book by Eddie Glaude, Jr. who is Professor and Chair of 
African American Studies at Princeton University and a regular commentator 
on MSNBC. This work examines Baldwin’s life and writings and reflects on 
how they pertain to our experience of America today. (217 pages) 

 
During the session on September 29, we will also take time to decide on other works we will 
discuss in coming months. Here are some of the possibilities: 

• “Notes of a Native Son” – Baldwin essays 

• “Vintage Baldwin” – excerpts from Baldwin’s essays, a short story, a novel, a play   

• “The Fire Next Time” – Baldwin book consisting of two letters 

• “I Am Not Your Negro” – a documentary film 

• “If Beale Street Could Talk” – a full length feature film 
 

The books outlined above are available at Amazon, in bookstores, and in public libraries.  
If you are interested in joining this group, please register here. 

 

Take Action with St. Thomas’  

 

Responding to Grief and Joy (and everything in between!) in our Community: 
You may wish to respond to the grief or joy in our community by sending a greeting card or 
making a phone call. If you do not have the individual’s contact information, please check 
Realm or send your greeting card to that person ℅ our church. We will make sure to share 
with them. 

https://onrealm.org/stthomasdc/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YjNmNTY1YmEtMTVjMi00NzA4LThhMWQtYWQ4ZjAxNDgwMjI4
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• You can now donate money to help Afghan refugees using your St. Thomas 
Realm 
account. We will use the funds collected to purchase gift cards that newly-arrived 
families can use to purchase food and household items they need. Choose “Refugee 
Assistance” from the drop-down list as the fund you want your donation to go to. 
 

• Attend a Washington National Cathedral Sanctuary Ministry Virtual Meeting on the 
Diocesan Afghan Refugee Response on September 28, 2021 at 7:30 PM. 
The Sanctuary Ministry welcomes Reverend Anne Derse and EDOW Missioner Hazel 
Monae, both in leadership of the Diocesan Afghan Refugee Response Team, to provide 
updates on how congregations can support this mission. 
Email congregation@cathedral.org for the Zoom link. 
 

• Deacon Linda Mahler has created a brief survey to find out how many people are 
interested in helping Afghan refugees and the specific ways our parish would like to 
help. Please take a few minutes to complete the survey by Monday, 09/27/2021. Here is 
the link:  
http://tinyurl.com/StthomashelpAfghanRefugees 
 

• Donations are still needed to help Afghan refugees being temporarily housed at Dulles 
Expo Center. Afghan Youth Relief Foundation has organized this effort and is accepting  
donations from 5-8pm every day except in inclement weather.  
Here is the listing of needed items: Items Needed by AYRS. 
Check daily for an updated list. 
Address: Nationwide Commercial Flooring, 4425 Brookfield Corporate Drive, Ste. 600 
Chantilly, Virginia 20151 
- Donations accepted around the back of the building. – 
 
If you would like to help lift or sort donations, here is a link to a sign-up genius to 

volunteer: 
FYRS signup genius 

 

mailto:congregation@cathedral.org
http://tinyurl.com/StthomashelpAfghanRefugees
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u4DTLDQRzYjQLEFSeEfGe1LlvNTkFeDItsnQJ5eRAQ/edit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094fabaa2aa1f58-volunteer
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Diapers Needed – Sizes 4 and 6 and Toiletries 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, we have listened to the needs of our local community 
and tried to respond faithfully. We’ve donated lots of diapers, wipes, formula, and more to 
young, low-income families from Central America in Columbia Heights. St. Thomas’ 
Member Al, serves as a social worker in the community and share that the most needed 
donations currently are: diapers in sizes 4-6 and toiletries: toothpaste, shaving cream, 
deodorant, toilet paper, and feminine products. 
 
Al lives near St. Thomas’ Parish on Beekman Place, NW. Call or email him for address or 
drop off 202-604-3084 or alllanosdc@gmail.com  
 
Coffee Hour 
Thank you to our hosts of Coffee Hour in the last month! 
It has been great to regather outside and reconnect over 
some tasty offerings. There are a few changes to hosting 
Coffee Hour now that we have a sexton on Sundays.  
 
1. Esteban will set out the tables and the drinks. Hosts do 
not need to bring drinks or milk for coffee.  
2. We ask host to bring: 4 dozen of one baked good item 
and 1 sliced seasonal fruit or vegetable (2 pounds of this 
item). When a vegetable is offered, a dairy-free dip would 
be nice. When hosts arrive on Sunday, they will place 
these food items in the small kitchen on the first floor. 
Esteban will set them out on the table, unless the host 
would like to help. 
3. We ask the host to bring any food leftovers home with them. 
 
Thank you to Jocko Fajardo for the food suggestions. This helps us prevent food waste, 
while still having enough food for hospitality each week. Please sign up to host on the 
welcome table in the Commons (first floor) or by emailing Ka Lam at 
administrator@stthomasdc.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:alllanosdc@gmail.com


 
  18 
 

 

 

Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 
1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 
 

Celebrating Our September Birthdays

Barbara Hays (September 3) 

Braxton Dyer (September 11) 

Florence Asha Lodico (September 13) 

Bob Sheavly (September 13) 

Doug Dreier (September 22) 

Cindy Adkins (September 24) 

Linda Mahler (September 26) 

Mary de Boer (September 27) 

John Stanton (September 29) 

 
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
Peggyann Cohen 
Billy Duncan 
Carol Goldman 
Pam Greer 
Susan Hannan 
Jan Harrison 
Mark Herzog 

Betsy Hollingsworth 
Carol Hurlburt 
James Insinga 
Kristin Jones 
Mike Knapp 
Dave Kucharski 
 
 

Rich Manhardt 
Jane Saari 
Harvey Shapiro 
Joan Shapiro 
Mary Jane Smith 
Chester Thompson 

 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 

 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Gregory Zitterkob, Senior Warden 

Karen Garlick, Junior Warden 

Clay Dursthoff, Treasurer 

Jenn Mahle, Secretary 

Brian Crane, Reggie Greer, Noel Miller,  

Brett Snyder, John Trumbo 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Rector lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson 

Deacon Linda Mahler 

Bishop in Residence 

Deacon 

@BishopGRobinson 

lmahler@stthomasdc.org 

Michael Lodico Director of Music mlodico@stthomasdc.org 

Ka Lam Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Tyrone Moore 

Esteban Mares          

Diana Diaz  

Kristine Kwamena-Poh  

Herschel Wade 

Brittany Thomas 

Fabian Berrois 

Sexton 

Sunday Sexton 

Nursery Attendant 
Nursery Attendant 

Seminarian 

 

 
 

  

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


