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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  

 

  
 

Third Sunday after Pentecost June 13, 2021 
 
Welcome 
 
Prelude              Andante religioso and allegretto, from Sonata IV   

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
 
Opening Hymn 518 “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation” 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
The Collect for Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Collect 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your 
grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for 
the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading   1 Samuel 15: 34 – 16: 13 
 
Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not see 
Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD was sorry 
that he had made Saul king over Israel. 
 
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I 
go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I 
have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you 
shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what 
the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 
trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice 
to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse 
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before 
the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of 
his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look 
on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, 
and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then 
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not 
chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There 
remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and 
bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now 
he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint 
him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day 
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 20                       Saint Helena Psalter 
(read by all) 
 

1 May the Most High answer you in the day of trouble, *  
the Name of the God of Jacob defend you;  

2 Send you help from the holy place *  
and strengthen you out of Zion;  

3 Remember all your offerings *  
and accept your burnt sacrifice;  

4 Grant you your heart’s desire *  
and prosper all your plans.  

5 We will shout for joy at your victory  
and triumph in the Name of our God; *  
may the Most High grant all your requests. 

6 Now I know that God gives victory to the anointed one; *  
out of the holy heaven God will answer,  
with a strong and victorious right hand.  

7 Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, *  
but we will call upon the Name of our God.  

8 They collapse and fall down, *  
but we will arise and stand upright.  

9 O God, give victory to our sovereign, *  
and answer us when we call.  

 

The Holy Gospel   Mark 4: 26-34 
 
Deacon:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 
head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 
come.” 
 
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 
for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 
puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
 
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 
 
Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon                                      The Rev. Lisa Ahuja 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon  

 
Nicene Creed 

E BELIEVE IN ONE GOD, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen  
 
Prayers of the People   Written by John Trumbo and John Johnsom 
 
During this month of Pride, Holy God, we give thanks for our Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, 
Transgender, Queer, Intersex, Asexual+ siblings, their families, supporters, and allies. Instead of 
seeing what separates us, frightens us, or infuriates us, help us see and demonstrate love − love for 
our neighbors as well as ourselves. 
 
Holy God, help us love without question. 
 
We give thanks for the life of Matthew Shepard who, like Jesus, was tortured and tied to a cross for 
being who he was created to be. We remember the countless others throughout history who have 
suffered at the hands of hate. Show us that we are all holy and perfectly created. Take our 
individual and collective brokenness, anger, or shame and recreate us into who You would have us 
become. 
 
Holy God, make us into Your image. 
 
 
 
 

W 
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We give thanks for the life and ministry of our Bishop-in-residence, Gene Robinson. We also give 
thanks for the ministries of Episcopal leaders like the Reverend Susan Russell and lay persons like 
Dr. Louie Crew Clay who with many others helped transform your church into a place a welcome 
for all.   
 
Grant us all the courage to speak our truth, be good stewards of the Gospel, and share Your 
light with the world. 
 
We give thanks for the life of poet, writer, activist, labor organizer, legal theorist, and Episcopal 
priest, Pauli Murray. We proudly give thanks for the ministry of the Reverend Elizabeth Carl, a 
former interim priest in our parish who was boldly ordained to the priesthood as an out lesbian.  
Remind us to question authority and stand up for the legal rights of our sisters and brothers who 
are marginalized and muzzled. 
 
We pray for those in authority: Joe, Kamala, Members of Congress, our Justices, and Muriel. 
 
We give thanks for the life and writings of James Baldwin. Forgive us for the sin of racism. Be with 
us as we remain committed to continued Anti-Racism study and action in our parish.  
 
Holy God, help us see the face of Jesus in everyone we meet, and know our interconnectedness 
as members of your body. 
 
We give thanks for all healthcare personnel − doctors, nurses, scientists, counselors, chaplains, 
janitors, and all caregivers − those who work tirelessly through viruses, pandemics, disasters, and 
death. We pray for those on our parish prayer list, those close to our hearts, and those known only 
to You. 
 
Holy God, bless our bodies, minds, and spirits. 
 
We pray for newborns, all celebrating birthdays, and especially those who have left this corporeal 
world.   
 
Holy God, bless their souls and comfort their loved ones. 
 
Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed 
on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in 
peace and quietness, and tirelessly strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. 
 
Amen. 
 
The Peace  
Celebrant:  The Peace of Christ be always with you.   
All:   And also with you.  
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.  
 



7 
 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
Offertory        
 

The Great Thanksgiving  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a 
new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent 
him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have 
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

I 
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine.   

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with the ever Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas our patron and all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, 
Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  

PADRE NUESTRO, que estás en el cielo. 
Santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad  
en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, 
como también nosotros perdonamos  
a los que nos ofenden. 
No nos dejes caer en tentación y líbranos 
del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria 
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amén.

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
Communion Anthem  The Lord's Prayer           Albert Malotte (1895-1964)  
Isabel O'Hagan, soloist 
 
Postcommunion Prayer (all together) 
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united 
us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and 
on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 
love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 



 
9 

 

 
Blessing  
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, and the blessing of God our Creator, 
Redeemer and Giver of life be with you always. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn WLP782  “Gracious Spirit” 
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Dismissal 
Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, 

Rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia! 
People:    Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 

 
 
Postlude    Allegro con brio, from Sonata IV Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. 
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for the Third Sunday after 
Pentecost  ~  June 13, 2021 

 

A NOTE FROM OUR RECTOR 

 

Dear Friends,  
 
In the months to come, I invite you to join me in 
dedicating 30 mins to an hour after church each 
week to a ministry of presence at Coffee Hour. This 
is a time to be in front of our parish, reconnecting in-
person with one another, and reacquainting 
ourselves with the neighborhood! Some neighbors 
are already new members of the parish, and others 
have moved in this last year and are looking for a 
faith community. 
 
This weekend, we will be celebrating Pride, hosting some Pride art projects for children of 
all ages, and providing hospitality for people who come for the parade and rally. 
 
Here is the schedule: 
 
Saturday:      Sunday: 
1-3 pm  Rainbow Art and Chalk  10:30 am Worship 
1-6 pm  Hospitality (water, bathrooms,  11:30 am  Pride Coffee Hour! 
phone charging) 
 
Many have volunteered to help on Saturday, and there is always more room. Stop by! 
 
God bless you, 
Lisa+ 
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Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 
 
Sunday, June 13:  THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 10:30 am   Worship in-person and streamed to Facebook and Zoom  

11:15 am   Pride Coffee Hour 

 
 
Monday, June 14:   
 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 
  
Tuesday, June 15: 
 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 
 
Wednesday, June 16:  
 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 
    
Thursday, June 17:  

5:45-6:30 pm  Spanish Conversation with Al 
6:30-7:00 pm  Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 
Sunday, June 20:  FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 10:30 am   Worship in-person and streamed to Facebook and Zoom  

11:15 am   Coffee Hour 
 
 
 

Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open Office 
Hours. 

 
 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 
Password: 151718th  

     Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

Dial by your location 
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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Worship with St. Thomas’  

 

 
 

Receiving Holy Eucharist: We no longer have an outdoor station to receive Holy 
Communion following the service. If you would like to receive Holy Communion after the 
service, please be in touch with Rev. Lisa or Ka Lam.  
 
Please email the Rev. Lisa Ahuja lahuja@stthomasdc.org or Ka Lam 
administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

Evening Prayer 
Starting Monday, June 21 we will change our Evening Prayer schedule. We will have an 
hybrid Evening Prayer, held in-person and streamed to Zoom each Wednesday at 6:30 pm. 
We will add Evening Prayer services and Holy Eucharist services for some major feast 
days. Please follow the weekly calendar for this schedule. Thank you to all of our officiants 
in the last 15 months! 
 
 

 

Study with St. Thomas’ 

 

James Baldwin Reading Group 
This program has been postponed until this fall. 

 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Take Action with St. Thomas’  

 

Responding to Grief and Joy (and everything in between!) in our Community: 
You may wish to respond to the grief or joy in our community by sending a greeting card or 
making a phone call. If you do not have the individual’s contact information, please check 
Realm or send your greeting card to that person ℅ our church. We will make sure to share 
with them. 
 

Bishop Gene Robinson’s father, Victor, died on Sunday, May 23. 
Please share notes and condolences with Bishop Gene at: 

Bishop Gene Robinson 
St. Thomas’ Parish 

1517 18th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

 

Diapers Needed – Sizes 4 and 6 and Toiletries 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, we have listened to the needs of our local community 
and tried to respond faithfully. We’ve donated lots of diapers, wipes, formula, and more to 
young, low-income families from Central America in Columbia Heights. St. Thomas’ 
Member Al, serves as a social worker in the community and share that the most needed 
donations currently are: diapers in sizes 4-6 and toiletries: toothpaste, shaving cream, 
deodorant, toilet paper, and feminine products. 
 
Al lives near St. Thomas’ Parish on Beekman Place, NW. Call or email him for address or 
drop off 202-604-3084 or alllanosdc@gmail.com  
 

mailto:alllanosdc@gmail.com
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 
1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

 
Celebrating Our June Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
K.C. Becker (June 1) 

Henry Pavelko (June 5) 

John Wright (June 6) 

Joe Rivas (June 11) 

Ariel Vaagen (June 16) 

Carol Coonrod (June 18) 

Allison Miller (June 26) 
 

Anniversaries 

Nate & Ariel Vaagen (June 5) 

 
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
 
Matthew Briggs 
Peggyann Cohen 
Billy Duncan 
Pam Greer 
Susan Hannan 
 

Jan Harrison 
Mark Herzog 
Betsy Hollingsworth 
Kristin Jones 
Mike Knapp 
 

Dave Kucharski 
Dolores Lausted 
Tyrone Moore, Jr. 
Mary Jane Smith 
Chester Thompson 

For the repose of the soul of: 

Victor Robinson 
  

 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 

 

 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Gregory Zitterkob, Senior Warden 

Karen Garlick, Junior Warden 

Clay Dursthoff, Treasurer 

Jenn Mahle, Secretary 

Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Reggie Greer, Noel Miller,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, John Trumbo 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Rector lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson 

Deacon Linda Mahler 

Bishop in Residence 

Deacon 

@BishopGRobinson 

lmahler@stthomasdc.org 

Michael Lodico Director of Music mlodico@stthomasdc.org 

Ka Lam Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           

Tyrone Moore 

Nursery Care Worker 

Sexton 

 

 
 

  

 

   

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


