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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pentecost Sunday – May 23, 2021 
 
Welcome 
 
Processional    Communion           Alfred Hollins 
           Played by Jake Mitchell  
 
Opening Acclamation 
 
Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Celebrant: Come, Holy Spirit! 
People: Kindle in us the fire of your love! 
 
The Collect for Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
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O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of your Holy 
Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy 
comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

First Reading   Acts 2: 1-21 
 
When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we 
hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 
one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new 
wine." 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 

`In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 

And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' " 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 104: 25-35, 37                     Saint Helena Psalter 
(read by all) 
 
25 O Holy One, how manifold are your works; *  

in wisdom you have made them all;  
the earth is full of your creatures.  

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea 
with its living things too many to number, *  
creatures both small and great.  

27 There move the ships,  
and there is that Leviathan, *  
which you have made for the sport of it.  

28 All of them look to you *  
to give them their food in due season.  

29 You give it to them; they gather it; *  
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; *  
you take away their breath,  
and they die and return to their dust.  

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *  
and so you renew the face of the earth.  

32 May the glory of God endure for ever; *  
may the Holy One rejoice in all creation.  

33 God looks at the earth and it trembles; *  
God touches the mountains and they smoke.  

34 I will sing to God as long as I live; *  
I will praise my God while I have my being.  

35 May these words of mine find favor; *  
I will rejoice in the Holy One.  

37 Bless the Holy One, O my soul. *  
Alleluia!  

 

The Holy Gospel   John 15: 26-27; 16: 4b-15 
 
Deacon:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also 
are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning.“I did not say these things to 
you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him who sent me; yet 
none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, 
sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go  



4 
 

 
away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to 
you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am 
going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this 
world has been condemned. 
 
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify 
me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. 
For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 
Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                               Bishop V. Gene Robinson 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon  

 
Nicene Creed 

E BELIEVE IN ONE GOD, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen  
 
Prayers of the People for Day of Pentecost From Common Worship, adapted 
 
We pray for God to fill us with the Holy Spirit. 
Generous God, 
 
we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit. 

W 
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We ask that we may be strengthened to serve you better. 
Gracious God, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit. 
We ask you to make us wise to understand your will. 
Gracious God, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. 
We ask you to keep us confident of your love wherever you call us. 
Gracious God, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. 
We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness where there is division, sickness, and sorrow. 
Gracious God, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit. 
We ask you to equip us for the work which you have given us. 
Gracious God, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit. 
We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus. 
Gracious God, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, given us by the risen Lord. 
We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and departed, in the joy of eternal life. 
Gracious God, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
Generous God, 
you sent your Holy Spirit upon Christ at the river Jordan, 
and upon the disciples in the upper room: 
in your mercy fill us with your Spirit, 
 

hear our prayer, and make us one in heart and mind 
to serve you with joy for ever. Amen. 
 

The Peace  
Celebrant:  The Peace of Christ be always with you.   
All:   And also with you.  
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.  
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Welcome and Announcements 

 
Offertory                               
 

The Great Thanksgiving  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

 
t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true 

promise, the Holy Spirit came down on this day from 
heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead 
them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the 
confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the power 
to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel 
to all nations. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent 
him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have  

brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the 
night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 

I  
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Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine.   

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with the ever Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas our patron and all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, 
Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  

PADRE NUESTRO, que estás en el cielo. 
Santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad  
en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, 
como también nosotros perdonamos  
a los que nos ofenden. 
No nos dejes caer en tentación y líbranos 
del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria 
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amén.

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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Communion Anthem  For the Beauty of the Earth  John Rutter b1945 

  
Spiritual Communion Prayer, adapted from the Prayer Book for Armed Services 
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We 
remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming in 
glory. Since we cannot receive you now in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech 
you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, 
and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the 
life to come. Amen.  
 
Postcommunion Prayer 
(all together) 
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united 
us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and 
on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 
love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Blessing for Pentecost 
May the Spirit, 
who hovered over the waters when the world was created, 
breathe into you the life he gives. Amen. 
 
May the Spirit, 
who overshadowed Mary when the eternal Son came among us, 
make you joyful in the service of the Lord. Amen. 
 
May the Spirit, 
who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Recessional         Jig Fugue         Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
 

Dismissal 
Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, 

Rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People:    Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 

 
Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 

Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. 



 
9 

 

 

ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for Pentecost Sunday 
May 23, 2021 

 

A NOTE FROM OUR RECTOR 

 

Come Holy Spirit, dwell among us! 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
We regather for in-person and hybrid worship on the Feast of 
Pentecost, a day that reminds us of the powerful gift of the 
Holy Spirit to heal, lead, inspire, revive! As we regather for 
public worship please join me in prayer that our hybrid model 
keeps us connected to one another. As we begin to use our building more and more, let us 
pray for those who will enter our doors once again and for the first time.  
 
Thank you all for starting to register for worship, and reaching out with questions. We are 
now at capacity for this Sunday, May 23. Please join us online and come by from 12-1 pm if 
you’d like to receive Holy Communion.  Here are the links for the next two Sundays: 
 
May 30: 
https://onrealm.org/stthomasdc/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YmYwMTc2ZDctZTZh
Mi00YzhmLWJhMjAtYWQyNjAxNmMyNmZi 
 
June 6:  
https://onrealm.org/stthomasdc/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MjZlNjBjNDAtZjg4Mi0
0YWU5LWJkYmUtYWQyYTAwNWQ0MWUy 
 
 
You may also contact Ka Lam in the office to sign up for a service or with questions at 
administrator@stthomasdc.org. We aim to keep communication the details of in-person and 
online worship to you, and welcome any questions throughout this regathering process. 
 
God bless you, 
Lisa+ 

https://onrealm.org/stthomasdc/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YmYwMTc2ZDctZTZhMi00YzhmLWJhMjAtYWQyNjAxNmMyNmZi
https://onrealm.org/stthomasdc/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YmYwMTc2ZDctZTZhMi00YzhmLWJhMjAtYWQyNjAxNmMyNmZi
https://onrealm.org/stthomasdc/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MjZlNjBjNDAtZjg4Mi00YWU5LWJkYmUtYWQyYTAwNWQ0MWUy
https://onrealm.org/stthomasdc/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MjZlNjBjNDAtZjg4Mi00YWU5LWJkYmUtYWQyYTAwNWQ0MWUy
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What a joy to share our space with Misa Alegria on Saturday, May 15 for  

two services of Holy Baptism! 
 
 



 
11 

 

 
 

Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 
 

Sunday, May 23:  PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 10:30 am   Worship in-person and streamed to Facebook and Zoom  

11:15 am   Coffee Hour 
12:00-1:00 pm Distribution of Holy Communion 

 
Monday, May 24:  
 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 
  
Tuesday, May 25: 
 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 
 
Wednesday, May 26:  
 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 
    
Thursday, May 27:  

5:45-6:30 pm  Spanish Conversation with Al 
6:30-7:00 pm  Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 
Sunday, May30:  TRINITY SUNDAY 
 10:30 am   Worship in-person and streamed to Facebook and Zoom  

11:15 am   Coffee Hour 
12:00-1:00 pm Distribution of Holy Communion 

   
Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open Office 
Hours. 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 
Password: 151718th  

     Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

Dial by your location 
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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Worship with St. Thomas’  

 
As we prepare to regather for worship in our building, we have new opportunities to serve:  
 
Welcome and Registration Volunteers: These volunteers will be paired up, sometimes 
with the Parish Administrator or the Vestry Member of the Day, to welcome people who 
arrive for in-person worship. They will work together to ensure everyone has a worship 
covenant on file and remind people of our COVID procedures as needed. They will stay 
downstairs (with access to hear our worship and watch online if they’d like) throughout the 
entire service in order to welcome those who may arrive after the start time. We will begin 
scheduling people for this ministry on May 23. 
 
And we continue to welcome people to serve as: 

• Lectors (readers of scripture),  

• Intercessors (leaders of the Prayers of the People),  

• Lay Eucharistic Ministers (will assist in distribution of holy communion) and  

• Ushers (help seat people and assist with welcoming and distribution of communion.) 
The next rota will start on July 1.  

 
Please email the Rev. Lisa Ahuja lahuja@stthomasdc.org or Ka Lam 
administrator@stthomasdc.org if you’d like to participate in one of these ministries.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Take Action with St. Thomas’  
 

 
 

Diapers Needed – Sizes 4 and 6 and Toiletries 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, we have listened to the needs of our local community 
and tried to respond faithfully. We’ve donated lots of diapers, wipes, formula, and more to 
young, low-income families from Central America served by The United Planning 
Organization (UPO) in Columbia Heights. St. Thomas’ Member Al, serves as a social 
worker at (UPO), and shares that there is a current need for diapers in sizes 4-6 and 
toiletries: toothpaste, shaving cream, deodorant, toilet paper, and feminine products. 
Al lives near St. Thomas’ Parish on Beekman Place, NW. Call or email him for address or 
drop off 202-604-3084 or alllanosdc@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:alllanosdc@gmail.com
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 
1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

 
Celebrating Our May Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
David Swanson (May 3) 

DJ Olsson (May 4) 
Ashley Ashworth (May 5) 
Jeremy Ayers (May 19) 

Kevin Montgomery (May 30) 
 

Anniversaries 
Jennie Allison and Bob Salera (May 1) 

David Insinga and Bob McDonald (May 7) 
Deacon Linda Mahler and Nancy Morgan (May 18) 

 
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
 
Matthew Briggs 
Peggyann Cohen 
Billy Duncan 
Jan Harrison 
 

Mark Herzog 
Kristin Jones 
Mike Knapp 
Dave Kucharski 
 

Dolores Lausted 
Tyrone Moore, Jr. 
Victor Robinson 
Chester Thompson 

   
 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Gregory Zitterkob, Senior Warden 

Karen Garlick, Junior Warden 

Clay Dursthoff, Treasurer 

Jenn Mahle, Secretary 

Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Reggie Greer, Noel Miller,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, John Trumbo 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Rector lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson 

Deacon Linda Mahler 

Bishop in Residence 

Deacon 

@BishopGRobinson 

lmahler@stthomasdc.org 

Michael Lodico Director of Music mlodico@stthomasdc.org 

Ka Lam Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           

Tyrone Moore 

Nursery Care Worker 

Sexton 

 

 
 

  

 

   

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


