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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  
 

  

 
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter – May 16, 2021 
 
 
Opening Hymn 8        “Morning Has Broken 
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Opening Acclamation 
 
Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
 
Glory to God  S236   
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The Collect 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 
kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, 
and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
First Reading   Acts 1: 15-17, 21-26 
 
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 
Jesus-- for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry. So one of 
the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us-- 
one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So they proposed two, 
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and 
said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to 
take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the 
eleven apostles. 
 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 1                       Saint Helena Psalter 
 
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *  

nor lingered in the way of sinners,  
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!  

2 Their delight is in the law of the Holy One, *  
and they meditate on that law day and night.  

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,  
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *  
everything they do shall prosper.  

4 It is not so with the wicked; *  
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.  

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *  
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous;  

6 For the Holy One knows the way of the righteous, *  
but the way of the wicked is doomed.  

 
The Holy Gospel   John 17: 6-19 
 
Deacon:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to 
me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I 
was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and 
not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may 
have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has 
hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I 
am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil 
one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in 
the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into 
the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 
Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                                Deacon Linda Mahler 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon  
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Prayers of the People 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Gracious God, we give you thanks for this new day and new opportunity to gather with joy to 
celebrate the Resurrection of your Son, Jesus. In the Easter season, help us all to watch for the 
presence of Christ in our midst. Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be 
united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal 
your glory in the world. 
Silence 
 
Risen Lord, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 
honor one another and serve the common good. 
Silence 
 
Risen Lord, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in 
the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
Silence 
 
Risen Lord, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Today we give thanks for all in our communities: our church community, family,  friends, and 
colleagues. We remember those we miss today, and those whom we have been unable to visit for 
many months due to COVID-19. Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that 
we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 
Silence 
 
Risen Lord, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. We remember today those on our parish 
prayer list. 
Silence 
 
Risen Lord, 
Hear our prayer. 
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We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence 
 
Risen Lord,  
Hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant:  
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look 
with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, 
and to you we give glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
The Peace  
Celebrant:  The Peace of Christ be always with you.   
All:   And also with you.  
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.  
 

 
Offertory                              “Jubilate Deo”                                   Carol McClure     
Sung by the sopranos and altos of the choir 
 

Sing a song of praise, Jubilate Deo! 
Sing a song of praise to the Lord our God; 
Jubilate Deo! 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

PADRE NUESTRO, que estás en el cielo. 
Santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad  
en la tierra 
como en el 
cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, 
como también nosotros perdonamos  
a los que nos ofenden. 
No nos dejes caer en tentación y líbranos 
del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria 
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amén. 
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Spiritual Communion Prayer, adapted from the Prayer Book for Armed Services 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. The leader invites the following prayer to be said by all:  
 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We 
remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming in 
glory. Since we cannot receive you now in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech 
you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, 
and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the 
life to come. Amen.  
 
 
Closing Hymn 544   “Jesus Shall Reign” 
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Final Blessing 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us God’s children 
through the resurrection of Christ our Lord, bestow upon you the riches 
of his blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into 
newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for 
ever. Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting 
freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of the Triune God, Eternal Majesty, Incarnate and Risen Word, and Abiding 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 
Amen. 

 
Dismissal 
 
Deacon:  Alleluia Alleluia, go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
People:    Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. 
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 16, 2021 

 

A NOTE FROM OUR RECTOR 

 

Dear St. Thomas’ Parish,  
 
I hope this finds you well! I am grateful for the many 
conversations we have had in the past month about 
regathering for (hybrid) in-person worship, fellowship, study, 
and more. There is a great care in our community to 
remember that we regather with a variety of comfort levels 
and abilities to be present for in-person offerings. Love for one 
another, and our neighbors is present here. What a gift.  
 
As the CDC, mayor, and bishop have just announced new guidelines please know that we 
will continue with our Regathering Plan. We will open for public worship on May 23, 2021. 
Here are some highlights of the plan for the first three weeks of our hybrid worship. 
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Registration:  
For the first three Sundays, 5/23-6/04/2021, we invite you to register for one of the three 
services. This should allow for everyone who would like to be present for an in-person 
service to attend. If you are scheduled for Sunday morning ministry on one of those 
Sundays, you will be registered for that service. Here are links to register through Realm: 
 
May 23: 
https://onrealm.org/stthomasdc/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZGY4MTZlM2QtODg5

YS00MGJjLTg2ZjctYWNmMTAxMzIyYzVh 

May 30:  
 
June 4:  
 
 
You may also contact Ka Lam in the office to sign up for a service or with questions at 
administrator@stthomasdc.org. We aim to keep communication the details of in-person and 
online worship to you, and welcome any questions throughout this regathering process. 
 
God bless you, 
Lisa+ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 
 

Sunday, May 16:  SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)  

11:15 am   Columbarium Conversation and 
Coffee Hour  

 
Monday, May 17:  
 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 
  
Tuesday, May 18: 
 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 
 
Wednesday, May 19:  
 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 
    
Thursday, May 20:  

5:45-6:30 pm  Spanish Conversation with Al 
6:30-7:00 pm  Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 
Sunday, May 23:  PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 10:30 am   Worship in-person and streamed to Facebook and Zoom  

11:15 am   Coffee Hour 
12:00-1:00 pm Distribution of Holy Communion 

   
Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open Office 
Hours. 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 
Password: 151718th  

     Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

Dial by your location 
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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Worship with St. Thomas’  
 

As we prepare to regather for worship in our building, we have new opportunities to serve:  
 
Welcome and Registration Volunteers: These volunteers will be paired up, sometimes 
with the Parish Administrator or the Vestry Member of the Day, to welcome people who 
arrive for in-person worship. They will work together to ensure everyone has a worship 
covenant on file and remind people of our COVID procedures as needed. They will stay 
downstairs (with access to hear our worship and watch online if they’d like) throughout the 
entire service in order to welcome those who may arrive after the start time. We will begin 
scheduling people for this ministry on May 23. 
 
And we continue to welcome people to serve as: 

• Lectors (readers of scripture),  

• Intercessors (leaders of the Prayers of the People),  

• Lay Eucharistic Ministers (will assist in distribution of holy communion) and  

• Ushers (help seat people and assist with welcoming and distribution of communion.) 
The next rota will start on July 1.  

 
Please email the Rev. Lisa Ahuja lahuja@stthomasdc.org or Ka Lam 
administrator@stthomasdc.org if you’d like to participate in one of these ministries.  
 

 
Study with St. Thomas’  

 
Columbarium 
Following our worship TODAY, Bishop Gene Robinson will speak to us about the plan to put 
a columbarium in the Bishop Gene Robinson Chapel. A columbarium is a place for ashes to 
be interred after death. Bishop Gene will focus on the “Why”: Why have a columbarium in a 
church and why you may choose, like him, to plan to have your ashes interred at St. 
Thomas’ Parish in the columbarium. Members of the Columbarium Committee will also be 
present to share pictures and answer questions.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Take Action with St. Thomas’  

 

WASHINGTON INTERFAITH NETWORK CALL TO ACTION 

 

Join WIN for a watch party of the Reservation 13 developer 
presentations next Thursday, 20 May, from 6-7pm. No matter which 
of our campaigns is close to your heart, this is a crucial opportunity 
to demonstrate our power to the Mayor, Council, DMPED, and the 
development community. Our turnout to this hearing will influence 
our leverage across all issue areas -- whether we're talking about 
living wage jobs, environmental sustainability, public safety, or 
homeownership opportunities. This action is a major opportunity to 
demonstrate that WIN has a broad based, interfaith, multiracial 
agenda that hundreds of leaders from every ward of the District will 
show up for. 

The next step in the Reservation 13 campaign is to show up in as large of numbers as 
possible to the Disposition Hearing, which is where developers make public presentations of 
their final proposals. The hearing will take place on Thursday, May 20th, from 6-9pm, but 
we are asking as many people as possible to commit to 6-7pm hour. Please fill out the 
form linked below to commit to our Zoom watch party -- we will stream the District's hearing 
live. 

Here is a link to sign up: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsaNXPsg290OXEyU3bh8iLGwqvGFBpWhAv
q8gaGU_blBsPhA/viewform 
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Diapers Needed – Sizes 4 and 6 and Toiletries 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, we have listened to the needs of our local community 
and tried to respond faithfully. We’ve donated lots of diapers, wipes, formula, and more to 
young, low-income families from Central America served by The United Planning 
Organization (UPO) in Columbia Heights. St. Thomas’ Member Al, serves as a social 
worker at (UPO), and shares that there is a current need for diapers in sizes 4-6 and 
toiletries: toothpaste, shaving cream, deodorant, toilet paper, and feminine products. 
Al lives near St. Thomas’ Parish on Beekman Place, NW. Call or email him for address or 
drop off 202-604-3084 or alllanosdc@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:alllanosdc@gmail.com
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 
St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 
1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

 
Celebrating Our May Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
David Swanson (May 3) 

DJ Olsson (May 4) 
Ashley Ashworth (May 5) 
Jeremy Ayers (May 19) 

Kevin Montgomery (May 30) 
 

Anniversaries 
Jennie Allison and Bob Salera (May 1) 

David Insinga and Bob McDonald (May 7) 
Deacon Linda Mahler and Nancy Morgan (May 18) 

 
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
 
Matthew Briggs 
Peggyann Cohen 
Billy Duncan 
Jan Harrison 
 

Mark Herzog 
Kristin Jones 
Mike Knapp 
Dave Kucharski 
 

Tyrone Moore, Jr. 
Victor Robinson 
Chester Thompson 

For the repose of the soul of: 

Allyn Hamilton   
 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 

 

 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Gregory Zitterkob, Senior Warden 

Karen Garlick, Junior Warden 

Clay Dursthoff, Treasurer 

Jenn Mahle, Secretary 

Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Reggie Greer, Noel Miller,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, John Trumbo 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Rector lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson 

Deacon Linda Mahler 

Bishop in Residence 

Deacon 

@BishopGRobinson 

lmahler@stthomasdc.org 

Michael Lodico Director of Music mlodico@stthomasdc.org 

Ka Lam Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           

Tyrone Moore 

Nursery Care Worker 

Sexton 

 

 
 

  

 

   

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


