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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  
 

  
 

Palm Sunday – March 28, 2021 
 
The Liturgy of the Palms 

EAR SIBLINGS IN CHRIST, during Lent we have been preparing by works of love and 
self-sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death and resurrection. Today we come 
together to begin this solemn celebration in union with the Church throughout the world. 

Christ enters his own city to complete his work as our Savior, to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let 
us go with him in faith and love, so that, united with him in his sufferings, we may share his risen 
life. 
 

Celebrant: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People: Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
 

SSIST US MERCIFULLY WITH YOUR HELP, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may 
enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life 

and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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T IS RIGHT TO PRAISE YOU, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed 
us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 

triumph and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of 
palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear 
them in his name may ever hail him as our King and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; 
who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
Hymn    “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” Valet will ich dir geben 
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The Collect 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.   
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 

LMIGHTY AND EVERLIVING GOD, in your tender love for the human race you sent 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the 
cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the 

way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a 

 
HE LORD GOD has given me 
the tongue of a teacher, 

that I may know how to sustain 
the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning she wakens-- 
wakens my ear  
to listen as those who are taught. 

The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious,  
I did not turn backward. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. 

The Lord GOD helps me; 
therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
she who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 
Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty? 

 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord  
All:  Thanks be to God  
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Psalm 31: 9-16 

9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
and also my throat and my belly. 

10 For my life is wasted with grief, 
and my years with sighing; * 
my strength fails me because of affliction, 
and my bones are consumed. 

11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
I am as useless as a broken pot. 

13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
fear is all around; * 
they put their heads together against me; 
they plot to take my life. 

14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 
I have said, "You are my God. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me." 

 
Hymn                            “Hosanna”             arr. Lloyd Larson  

 
The Second Reading       Matthew 21: 1-11 
 
 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them 
to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send 
them immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, 
saying, 

"Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 
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The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on  
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds 
that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

"Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds 
were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 
 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord  
All:  Thanks be to God  
 
The Sermon                                               Bishop V. Gene Robinson 
X Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon. 
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The Passion of Christ according to St. Mark 
 
(Reader 1) 
 
It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and the 
scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; for they said, “Not during the 
festival, or there may be a riot among the people.” 
 
While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman 
came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and 
poured the ointment on his head. But some were there who said to one another in anger, 
“Why was the ointment wasted in this way? For this ointment could have been sold for more 
than three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded her. But 
Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for me. 
For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you 
wish; but you will not always have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my 
body beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the 
whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.” 
 
Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray 
him to them. When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give him 
money. So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 
 
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said 
to him, “Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 
So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of 
water will meet you; follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The 
Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He 
will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” So,  
the disciples set out and went to the city, and found everything as he had told them; and they 
prepared the Passover meal. 
 
When it was evening, he came with the twelve. And when they had taken their places and 
were eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with 
me.” They began to be distressed and to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I?” He said 
to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. For the 
Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” 
 
While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to 
them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave 
it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine 
until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 
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When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to 
them, “You will all become deserters; for it is written, 

‘I will strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep will be scattered.’ 

But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”  
 
(Reader 2) 
 
Peter said to him, “Even though all become deserters, I will not.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I 
tell you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 
But he said vehemently, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And all of 
them said the same. 
 
They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 
He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And he 
said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a 
little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour 
might pass from him. He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup 
from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.” He came and found them sleeping; and 
he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake 
and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.” And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. And once more 
he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what 
to say to him. He came a third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your 
rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get 
up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 
Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there 
was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now 
the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead 
him away under guard.” So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” and  
kissed him. Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. But one of those who stood near 
drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to 
them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day 
after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the 
scriptures be fulfilled.” All of them deserted him and fled. 
 
A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold 
of him, but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked. 
 
They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were 
assembled. Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; 
and he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the 
whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found 
none. For many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. Some 
stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this 
temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with  
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hands.’” But even on this point their testimony did not agree. Then the high priest stood up 
before them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” 
But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, 
the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus said, “I am; and 

‘you will see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of the Power,’ 
and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” 

 
Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? You have 
heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of them condemned him as deserving 
death. Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, 
“Prophesy!” The guards also took him over and beat him. 
 
(Reader 3) 
 
While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by. 
When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, “You also were with Jesus, 
the man from Nazareth.” But he denied it, saying, “I do not know or understand what you 
are talking about.” And he went out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. And the 
servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 
But again he denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly 
you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.” But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I 
do not know this man you are talking about.” At that moment the cock crowed for the 
second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, “Before the cock crows 
twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 
 
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes 
and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 
Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Judeans?” He answered him, “You say so.” Then 
the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer?  
See how many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate 
was amazed. 
 
Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. Now 
a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the 
insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his 
custom. Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the 
Judeans?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him 
over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. 
Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King 
of the Judeans?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has 
he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the 
crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be 
crucified. 
 
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple  
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cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began 
saluting him, “Hail, King of the Judeans!” They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, 
and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak 
and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
 
They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was 
Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place 
called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with 
myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, 
casting lots to decide what each should take. 
 
(Reader 4) 
 
It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge 
against him read, “The King of the Judeans.” And with him they crucified two bandits, one 
on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and 
saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and 
come down from the cross!” In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were 
also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 
Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and 
believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 
 
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three 
o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 
“Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a 
stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take 
him down.” Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw 
that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 
 
There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. These used to follow him 
and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had 
come up with him to Jerusalem. 
 
When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the 
sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself 
waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus. Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked 
him whether he had been dead for some time. When he learned from the centurion that he 
was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down 
the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the 
rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses saw where the body was laid. 
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Prayers of the People                                 
We stand with Christ in his suffering. 
 

For forgiveness for the many times we have denied Jesus, let us pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For grace to seek out those habits of sin which mean spiritual death, and by prayer and self-
discipline to overcome them, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For Christian people, that through the suffering of disunity there may grow a rich union in Christ, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who make laws, interpret them, and administer them, that our common life may be 
ordered in justice and mercy, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who still make Jerusalem a battle-ground,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who have the courage and honesty  
to work openly for justice and peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those in the darkness and agony of isolation,  
that they may find support and encouragement, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those, weighed down with hardship, failure, depression, anxiety, substance abuse,  
sorrow, or feel that God is far from them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who are tempted to give up the way of the cross, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we, with those who have died in faithX, may find mercy in the day of Christ,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Holy God, holy and strong, holy and immortal,  
have mercy upon us. 
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The Peace  
 

Celebrant: The peace of the Christ be always with you.   All: And also with you. 
XThe people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. 
 
 

Offertory Anthem    Variations on Wondrous Love        arr. Craig Phillips (b. 1961) 
Organ Solo 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
(Celebrant:) 
 
It is truly right, and good and joyful,  
to give you thanks, all-holy God,  
source of life and fountain of mercy.  
 
You have filled us and all creation with your blessing  
and fed us with your constant love;  
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ  
and knit us into one body.  
Through your Spirit you replenish us  
and call us to fullness of life.  
 
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift 
our voices with all creation as we say: 
 
(Celebrant and People:)  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  
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(The Celebrant continues:) 
 
Blessed are you, gracious God,  
creator of the universe and giver of life.  
You formed us in your own image  
and called us to dwell in your infinite love.  
You gave the world into our care  
that we might be your faithful stewards  
and show forth your bountiful grace.  
 
But we failed to honor your image  
in one another and in ourselves;  
we would not see your goodness in the world around us;  
and so we violated your creation,  
abused one another,  
and rejected your love.  
Yet you never ceased to care for us,  
and prepared the way of salvation for all people.  
 
Through Abraham and Sarah  
you called us into covenant with you.  
You delivered us from slavery,  
sustained us in the wilderness,  
and raised up prophets  
to renew your promise of salvation.  
Then, in the fullness of time,  
you sent your eternal Word,  
made mortal flesh in Jesus.  
Born into the human family,  
and dwelling among us,  
he revealed your glory.  
Giving himself freely to death on the cross,  
he triumphed over evil,  
opening the way of freedom and life.  
 
On the night before he died for us,  
Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,  
and when he had given thanks to you,  
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said:  
“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine,  
and when he had given thanks,  
he gave it to them, and said:  
“Drink this, all of you:  
This is my Blood of the new Covenant,  
which is poured out for you and for all  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it,  
do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 
(Celebrant and People:) 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
 
The Celebrant continues:  
 
Remembering his death and resurrection,  
we now present to you from your creation  
this bread and this wine.  
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us  
the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.  
Grant that we who share these gifts  
may be filled with the Holy Spirit  
and live as Christ’s Body in the world.  
Bring us into the everlasting heritage  
of your daughters and sons,  
that with St. Thomas and all your saints,  
past, present, and yet to come,  
we may praise your Name for ever.  
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
to you be honor, glory, and praise,  
for ever and ever.  
 
All: 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  

PADRE NUESTRO, que estás en el cielo. 
Santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad  
en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, 
como también nosotros perdonamos  
a los que nos ofenden. 
No nos dejes caer en tentación y líbranos 
del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria 
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amén. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 

(The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.)  
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 
 
(The Celebrant says the following.) 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
Spiritual Communion Prayer, adapted from the Prayer Book for Armed Services 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. The leader invites the following prayer to be said by all:  
 
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We 
remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming in 
glory. Since we cannot receive you now in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech 
you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, 
and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the 
life to come. Amen.  
 
Post Communion Prayer                                                
X All pray together 
 
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united 
us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and 
on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 
love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn LEVAS 37 “Were You There” 

 
Blessing 
 
Dismissal 
 
Celebrant: Let us bless the Lord     
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. 
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for Sunday March 28, 2021 
 

A NOTE FROM OUR RECTOR 
 
Dear St. Thomas’ Parish,  
 
Holy Week begins this week with Palm Sunday. Our 
Palm Sunday worship contains many emotions, as 
Jesus enters Jerusalem and we sing Hosanna. The 
service also contains the Passion Story. Our community 
has enjoyed a social time after most services in the last 
year, but on Palm Sunday and Good Friday we will end 
our service on Zoom with silence and time to reflect on 
the death of Jesus.  If you’d like to connect socially, you 
are welcome to come early to worship on Zoom this 
Sunday, starting at 9:45. Bishop Gene Robinson will be 
our preacher, and I will celebrate Holy Eucharist.  
 
After worship on Sunday, from 12:30-2:00 pm you are invited to come by the church to pick 
up a blessed palm branch and holy communion. We will have 4 wafers in each envelope, so 
you may take communion during our worship on Maundy Thursday, Easter Vigil, and Easter 
Day. Some people have asked me what to do with an extra wafer. You can consume the 
extra wafers. We will include the prayer after communion in our services, which you could 
say along with us online or by yourself after taking communion. 
 
Holy Week Schedule 
Palm Sunday:  March 28th at 10:30 am. Stop by the church if you’d like 

to pick up a blessed palm branch from 12:30-2:00 pm 
Monday of Holy Week:    March 29th at 6:30 pm Evening Prayer   
Tuesday of Holy Week:   March 30th at 6:30 pm Evening Prayer  
Wednesday of Holy Week:  March 31st at 8:00 pm Tenebrae Service  
Maundy Thursday:        April 1 at 6:30 pm  
Good Friday:              April 2 at 12:00 pm  
Easter Vigil:    April 3 at 8:00 pm   
Easter Day:  April 4 at 10:30 am on Zoom or 12:00 pm outdoors at 

the Washington National  Cathedral Amphitheater 
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Finally, please know that our Easter morning service is nearing capacity. Please email me if 
you’d like to be added to our wait list or if your plans have changed and you will not need 
the seat you’ve reserved. In response to the good news of the Resurrection this Easter, you 
are invited to make a special financial contribution which will be dedicated to music and 
flowers. You can do this through your giving on Realm or by sending a check to the church 
office with “Easter gift” in the memo. 
 
 
God bless you, 
Lisa+ 
 
 
 
 

 
Stations of the Cross on Church Street will be left in the windows until the Easter Vigil. 
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Lent at St. Thomas’ Parish 
The season of Lent is a contemplative time inviting us to turn toward Christ. We do this 
through examination, study, prayer, and other spiritual disciplines that draw us nearer to 
God. As we approach this holy season, we are invited to consider taking on a new practice 
or participating in a study or activity to draw nearer to Christ. Here are some options here at 
our parish: 
 
The Stations of the Cross: 
Our set of the Stations of the Cross will be placed in our office windows facing Church St. 
alongside prayer and meditations. You are invited to walk the stations of the cross during 
the season of Lent.  
 
Lenten Madness: 
Forward Movement offers a fun and educational activity each Lent called Lenten Madness. 
Lenten Madness uses a bracket system like March Madness (basketball) to showcase 
different saints of the Church.  
 

“The format is straightforward: 32 saints are placed into a tournament-like single 
elimination bracket. Each pairing remains open for a set period of time and vote for 
their favorite saint. 16 saints make it to the round of the Saintly Sixteen, eight make it 
to the round of the Elite Eight, four make it to the Faithful Four, two to the 
Championship; and the winner is awarded the coveted Golden Halo. The first round 
consists of basic biographical information about each of the 32 saints. Things get a 
bit more interesting in the subsequent rounds as we offer quotes and quirks, explore 
legends, and even move into the area of saintly kitsch.” Get your bracket and learn 
more at: www.lentmadness.org  

 
Here is a link to a promo video: https://youtu.be/mDwexvPoOvQ 
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Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 

 
Sunday, March 28:  PALM SUNDAY 

9:45 am  Social Time before our Worship 
10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)  
12:30-2:00pm  Pick up palms at church 

 
Monday, March 29:  
 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 
  
Tuesday, March 30: 
 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 
 
Wednesday, March 31:  
 8:00 pm  Tenebrae Service  
   
Thursday, April 1:  MAUNDY THURSDAY 

5:45-6:30 pm  Spanish Conversation with Al 
6:30 pm  Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page) 
 

Friday, April 2:  GOOD FRIDAY 
12:00 noon  Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page) 
 

Saturday, April 3:  EASTER VIGIL 
8:00 pm  Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page) 

 
Sunday, April 4:  EASTER SUNDAY 
 10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)  

12:00 noon Worship outdoors at the Washington National Cathedral 
Amphitheater (registration necessary) 

   
Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open Office 
Hours. 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 
Password: 151718th  

     Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

Dial by your location 
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
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Take Action with St. Thomas’  
 

 
 
 

Diapers Needed – Sizes 4 and 6 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, we have listened to the needs of our local community 
and tried to respond faithfully. We’ve donated lots of diapers, wipes, formula, and more to 
young, low-income families from Central America served by The United Planning 
Organization (UPO) in Columbia Heights. St. Thomas’ Member Al, serves as a social 
worker at (UPO), and shares that there is a current need for diapers in size 6. Al lives  
near St. Thomas’ Parish on Beekman Place, NW. Call or email him for address or drop off 
202-604-3084 or alllanosdc@gmail.com 
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 
St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 
1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 
 

Celebrating Our March Birthdays 
Jason Crighton (March 10) 
Nate Vaagen (March 15) 

Michael Lodico (March 17) 
Andrew Rutlege (March 17) 
Murray Scheel (March 19) 

Lynn  Moluf (March 20) 
Reggie Greer (March 21) 
Brian Crane (March 27) 

 
Celebrating Our March Anniversaries 

Jason Forman and Brett Snyder (March 5) 
Stephen Schembs and Mark Gangler (March 20) 

 
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
 
Matthew Briggs 
Peggyann Cohen 
Judy Greenberg 
Jan Harrison 
Mark Herzog 
 

Kristin Jones 
Mike Knapp 
Dave Kucharski 
Bill McDonald 
Victor Robinson 
 

Jay Scharf 
Annie Scrimenti 
Chester Thompson 

For the repose of the soul of: 
Keith David Braithwaite 
Virginia de Boer 
 

Jerry Donahoe 
Michael Knudsen 
 

Chuck Solem 
Peter J. Van Soest 

 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 
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Vestry 
Gregory Zitterkob, Senior Warden 

Karen Garlick, Junior Warden 
Clay Dursthoff, Treasurer 

Jenn Mahle, Secretary 
Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Reggie Greer, Noel Miller,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, John Trumbo 

 
Staff 

 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Rector lahuja@stthomasdc.org 
  cell: 202-361-2018 
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson Bishop in Residence @BishopGRobinson 
Michael Lodico Director of Music mlodico@stthomasdc.org 
Ka Lam Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 
Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  
Clifford Bowens                           
Tyrone Moore 

Nursery Care Worker 
Sexton 

 

 
 

  
 
   

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

www.stthomasdc.org  X  info@stthomasdc.org 


