
 
  1 
 

 

ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  

 

                  
                         Gerard Paul Donahoe, Jr. 
                               August 6, 1960 – March 14, 2021 
 
                                     Memorial Service 
                                   March 23, 2021 – 6:30 p.m. 

 



 
  2 
 

 
Gerard (Jerry) Paul Donahoe, Jr., age 60 of Washington, DC passed away at home on 
March 14, 2021 after fighting cancer diagnosed 8 months ago. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Gerard P. and Virginia A. (Humber) Donahoe. He leaves behind 
his partner of 23 years, Daniel P. McGlynn, of Washington, DC, his 3 sisters and their 
husbands, Diana M. Steel & Peter Dini of Poway, CA; Carol A. & Kenneth Page of 
Hollis, NH, and Ellen V. & Joseph Ferreira  of Winchester, MA and 7 nieces and 
nephews, Conor, Aisling, Justin, Nicholas, Scott, Karina & Thomas. He also leaves 
behind many aunts, uncles, cousins, and dear friends in various parts of the U.S. and 
other countries.   

 
A graduate of Winchester High School, he also received a B.A in Political Science from 
Bates College and a Masters in Urban Planning from the University of Pennsylvania. 
He was active in his alumni groups and was a class officer and class agent and organized 
alumni actives such as hiking in the mountains. He worked at Jones Lang Wooten in 
New York. He moved to Washington, DC in 1994 and, until illness forced his 
retirement in September 2020, was a Housing Program Policy Specialist with the U.S 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.  
 
Jerry loved the outdoors and sharing it with others. He was a fantastic organizer of 
adventures and a travel planner extraordinaire. He traveled the world, visiting all the 
continents, including Antarctica. He loved to be on or near water, especially the ocean; 
he felt energized by it. He loved to sail. He loved being at the beach. He loved to float 
in a pool supported by noodles. He loved being in a hot tub and longed for one at 
home. He loved to downhill ski and competing on a race team in the winter months 
and being at a beach on Cape Cod or at Cape Henlopen State Park beach in Delaware 
when the weather was warm. 
 
He was passionate about bringing people together and forming new bonds and 
friendships. His church community, St. Thomas’ Parish in DC, was an integral part of 
his life. He was a church greeter and made others feel welcomed at St. Thomas’ when 
they were searching for a new church community. He led the foyer dinner program at 
St. Thomas’ where participants gathered in each other’s homes to get to know each 
other while sharing a meal and discussing a wide array of topics. He led church group 
hikes in the mountains of Virginia and visits to nearby wineries. He was a fast and loyal 
friend and will be sorely missed by those who knew and loved him. 
 
A memorial service (via Zoom) from St. Thomas’ Parish in Washington, DC will be 
held on Tuesday, March 23 at 6:30 PM.  In lieu of flowers, donations are suggested to 
St. Thomas’ Parish (stthomasdc.org), caringbridge.org, or capitalcaring.org.  
 

http://stthomasdc.org/
http://caringbridge.org/
http://capitalcaring.org/
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Organ Prelude                  Michael Lodico, Director of Music  
 
Anthem 
(All stand while the following anthem is said by the Celebrant.) 
 
I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life, 
even though he die. 
And everyone who has life, 
and has committed himself to me in faith, 
shall not die for ever. 
 
As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
After my awaking, he will raise me up; 
and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him 
who is my friend and not a stranger. 
For none of us has life in himself, 
and none becomes his own master when he dies. 
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, 
and if we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord's possession. 
 
Glory to God  (sung)       S236, Hymnal 1982 
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The Collect 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
O GOD OF GRACE AND GLORY, we remember before you this day our brother, Jerry.  We 
thank you for giving him to us, his family and friends, to know and to love as a companion on our 
earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn.  Give us faith to see in 
death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we may continue our course on earth, 
until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
(The people sit for the reading of Scripture.) 
 
First Lesson   Isaiah 35: 1-7,10   

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, * 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
It shall blossom abundantly, * 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, * 
the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weary hands, * 
and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! * 
Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.” 
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, * 
and the ears of the deaf be unstopped. 
Then shall the lame leap like a deer, * 
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
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For waters shall break forth in the wilderness * 
and streams in the desert; 
The burning sand shall become a pool * 
and the thirsty ground, springs of water. 
The ransomed of God shall return with singing, * 
with everlasting joy upon their heads. 
Joy and gladness shall be theirs, * 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
 

Hymn LEVAS 188  “It is Well with My Soul”  (sung by all) 
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The Gospel Lesson   John 14: 1-6 
 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there 
are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas 
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to 
him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
 
 
Eulogy  Daniel McGlynn 
 
Homily      The Rev. Lisa Ahuja 

Rector, St. Thomas’ Parish 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those  
      who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Prayers from Celtic Prayers from Iona, J. Philip Newell  
 
Where can I flee from your presence O God? (Psalm 139.7) 
 
Let us be still and aware of God’s presence within and all around.  
(silence) 
 
Our Christ, our love, our encircler, 
 
Each day, each night, 
Each light, each dark, 
Be near us, uphold us, 
Our treasure, our truth. 
 
This evening we pray in thanksgiving for our brother, Jerry. 
We give thanks for his kindhearted and welcoming nature, 
For his connection to your beautiful creation, 
For the love he shared with Dan. 
Receive our brother Jerry into the land of light and joy, where pain is no more. 
 
Safeguard your faithful people 
In the sanctuary of your love O God. 
Shelter them this night 
In the shelter of the saints. 
 
God to enfold them 
God to surround them 
God in their watching  
God in their hoping 
God in their sleeping 
God in their ever-living souls. 
 
Grant to us, O Trinity of grace, 
From whom all life freely flows 
That no tie over-strict, 
No tie over-dear 
May be between ourselves  
And this world. 
 
As it was 
As it is 
As it shall be evermore, 
With the ebb 
With the flow 
O Trinity of grace. 
Amen. 
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A Prayer from A New Zealand Prayerbook  
 

God of heaven and earth, 
help us to entrust our loved ones, especially Jerry, to your care. 
Comfort those who love him, especially Dan. 
When sorrow darkens our lives, teach us to look to you. 
May we on earth always rejoice in your presence, 
and share with them the rest and peace you give, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Pie Jesu, from "Requiem"     Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986) 
Karen Garlick, soloist 
 

Pie Jesu Domine, 
dona eis requiem sempiternam. 
 
Gracious Lord Jesus, 
Grant them eternal rest. 

 
The Commendation  
 
Celebrant:   Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
People:                Where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 
You only are immortal, our creator; and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to earth shall we 
return.  For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, "You are dust, and to dust you shall 
return." All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song:  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Celebrant:   Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
People:                Where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Jerry. Acknowledge, we humbly 
beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.  
Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the 
glorious company of the saints in light.  Amen. 
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Blessing    
(The Celebrant then blesses the people.) 
 
THE GOD OF PEACE, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant: Make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of 
God Almighty be with you this day and always.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal  
 
Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Final Hymn 405  “All Things Bright and Beautiful” 
 

 
 
 

Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. 
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Vestry 
Gregory Zitterkob, Senior Warden 

Karen Garlick, Junior Warden 

Clay Dursthoff, Treasurer 

Jenn Mahle, Secretary 

Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Reggie Greer, Noel Miller,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, John Trumbo 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Rector lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson Bishop in Residence @BishopGRobinson 

Michael Lodico Director of Music mlodico@stthomasdc.org 

Ka Lam Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           

Tyrone Moore 

Nursery Care Worker 

Sexton 

 

 
 

  

 

   

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

www.stthomasdc.org      info@office.stthomasdc.org  
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