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NOTES ON MUSIC  

Composed in 1942 for treble voices and harp, Benjamin Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols is derived 

from texts from The English Galaxy of Shorter Poems. Britten purchased this book of 15th-16th 
century poetry at a stop in Halifax, Nova Scotia during a journey from the United States to 

England aboard a Swedish cargo ship. He then composed A Ceremony of Carols during the perilous 

ocean crossing through U-Boat-infested waters.  

Since religious worship was largely in Latin, poets of the late-Middle Ages and early Reformation 

Period in England found opportunity in writing sacred texts in the vernacular. Many were often 

sung to popular tunes of the times, and those songs in the Christmas season became known as 
“caroles.” They were even sung and danced to from house to house by groups of merry 

“wassailers.”  

The anonymous poets of most of the texts chosen by Britten for A Ceremony of Carols took poetic 
license to go beyond the stories found in the Bible. The notes below add further detail to each 

movement sung this morning. To be able to include all singers in the St. Thomas’ Choir, we are 

using Julius Harrison’s arrangement for women and men’s voices. I hope this marriage of poetry of 
the Nativity to the imaginative music of Benjamin Britten will magnify your spiritual journey 

through this most blessed of seasons.  

Interlude/Pastorale for Harp: Britten composed A Ceremony of Carols to fulfill two commissions: 
One for a harp concerto, and another for Christmas music. The Interlude/Pastorale includes the 

theme of the Hodie and is written in the key of C-flat (8 flats), which is most resonant for the harp.  

Hodie: This Gregorian chant tune is from a non-poetic text in Latin taken from the Vespers of the 

Nativity. It functions this morning as a call to worship.  
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Deo Gracias: This text implies that humanity was bound by sin for 4,000 years, or poetically 

“4,000 winters,” until the blessing of Adam’s sin of eating the apple, to allow Mary to be our 

heavenly queen for which we “give thanks to God.”  

Wolcum Yole!: This poem foreshadows the advent of the Christmas season, its feast days, and the 

New Year. “Wolcum Yole” translates from Middle English to “Welcome Yule” in Modern English.  

There is No Rose: Because of Mary, we learn of the mystery of the Trinity, with heaven and earth 

in the same space within her womb.  

That Yongë Child: When the baby Jesus began to cry, Mary sang him the sweetest of melodies, 

sweeter even than the nightingale’s.  

Balulalow: Balulalow means “lullaby” in Middle English. This is Mary’s lullaby for Jesus.  

This Little Babe: This poem by Robert Southwell (1561-1595) portrays in rich metaphor the battle 

between the baby Jesus and Satan, whom Christ foils with joy.  

–Michael Lodico, Interim Director of Music 
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Prelude 
 
Interlude Pastorale (harp) (from A Ceremony of Carols)     Benjamin Britten (1913-1976)  
 
Hodie              Bella Cardirola, soloist 
 
Hodie Christus natus est:  
Hodie Salvator apparuit;  
Hodie in terra canunt angeli;  
Laetantur archangeli;  
Hodie exsultant justi dicentes;  
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Alleluia!  

Today Christ is born: 
Today the Saviour has appeared; 
Today the angels sing; 
The archangels rejoice; 
Today the righteous rejoice, saying, 
Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia! 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
PEOPLE OF GOD, AWAKE! The day is coming soon when you shall see the Lord face to face. 
Remember the ways and the works of God. God calls you out of darkness to walk in the light of 
her coming. You are God’s children.  

All:  Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ today and forever. Amen 

 
Opening Carol 102       “Once in Royal David’s City”       
Harmonization and descant for the last verse by David Willcocks 
Verse 1 – sung by a soloist Karen Garlick 
Verses 2-6 – sung by all  
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Advent Bidding Prayer 

In the name of God, who has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and made a 
place for us in the kingdom of his beloved Son, we welcome you: grace to you and peace. As we 
meet to celebrate anew the coming of God’s kingdom, we hear revealed the mystery of God’s 
loving purpose for us – how that when we were far off, he met us in his Son and brought us home; 
how he humbled himself to take our human nature, that we might share his divine glory. 
 
Let us then so celebrate this coming with our carols and hymns of praise, that our lives may be 
charged with his life; that we may bear witness to his glory and so bring light to those who sit in 
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darkness. So first we pray for those among whom the Christ was born: the poor and helpless, the 
aged and young children; the cold, the hungry and the homeless; the victims of poverty, injustice 
and oppression, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and the unloved; those in despair or in 
the shadow of death. We pray together for those on our parish prayer list. 
 
Then, as we hear again the message of peace on earth and goodwill among all God’s people, we 
pray for the leaders of the nations, that all may be inspired to work together for the establishment 
of justice, freedom and peace the world over. 
 
And that we may bear true witness to this hope in a divided world, we pray for the peace and unity 
of Christ’s Body, the Church universal, that the whole earth may live to praise Christ’s name. 
 
Finally, as we rejoice with the saints in heaven and on earth, we remember all who have gone 
before us with the sign of faith, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
through whom we offer up our prayers for the coming of his kingdom. May the Lord when he 
comes find us watching and waiting, now and at all times. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

PADRE NUESTRO, que estás en el cielo. 
Santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad  
en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, 
como también nosotros perdonamos  
a los que nos ofenden. 
No nos dejes caer en tentación y líbranos 
del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria 
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amén. 

 
Lesson 1 – The First Sin and Its Punishment        Genesis 3: 8-15, 17-19 
 
A reading from Genesis. 
 
They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of 
the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He 
said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded 
you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from 
the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent, 
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“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you among all animals 
    and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 
 
And to the man he said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
    and have eaten of the tree 
about which I commanded you, 
    ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
    in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
By the sweat of your face 
    you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, 
    for out of it you were taken; 
you are dust, 
    and to dust you shall return.” 
 
Here ends the reading.  
 
 

Carol: Deo Gracias (from A Ceremony of Carols)   Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 
 
(Middle English) 
Deo Gracias! Deo Gracias! Adam lay 
ybounden, bound in a bond,  
For thousand winter thought he not too long.  
And all was for an appil, An appil that he tok, 
As clerkès finden written in their book.  
Ne had the appil takè been, The appil takè 
been,  
Ne haddè never our lady A ben hevenè queen.  
Blessed be the time That appil takè was. 
Therefore we moun singen,  
Deo Gracias! Deo Gracias!  

–Anonymous  

(Modern English) 
Give thanks to God! Adam was bound in sin 
for four thousand years,  
although he thought this not too long.  
It was all for an apple that he took,  
As clerics find written in their books.  
Had the apple never been taken,  
Then our Lady would have Never been a 
heavenly queen.  
Blessed be the time The apple was taken. 
Therefore we must sing: 
Thanks be to God!  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3&version=NRSV
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Lesson 2 – The Righteous Reign of the Coming King         Isaiah 40: 1-11 
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
    that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
 
A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
    and all people shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 
A voice says, “Cry out!” 
    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 
    their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
    when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
    surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades; 
    but the word of our God will stand forever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, 
    O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
    O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
    lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 
See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
    and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense before him. 
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He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
    he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
    and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
Carol 67    “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”  (sung by all) – 
Organ played by Music Intern Jake Mitchell  
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Lesson 3 – The Prophet Proclaims that God Will Come and Save Us   

Isaiah 35: 1-10 
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
    the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
    and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
    the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
    the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands, 
    and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
    “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
    He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 
    He will come and save you.” 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
    and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
    and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool, 
    and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
    the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
A highway shall be there, 
    and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
    but it shall be for God’s people; 
    no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
No lion shall be there, 
    nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
    but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
    and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
    they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
Here ends the Reading. 
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Carol: Wolcum Yole! (from A Ceremony of Carols)     Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 
 
(Middle English) 
Wolcum, Wolcum,  
Wolcum be thou heavenè king,  
Wolcum, born in one morning,  
Wolcum, for whom we sall sing!  
Wolcum be ye, Stevene and Jon,  
Wolcum, Innocentes every one,  
Wolcum, Thomas marter one,  
Wolcum be ye, good New Yere,  
Wolcum Twelfth Day both in fere,  
Wolcum seintes lefe and dere.  
Candelmesse, Queene of Bliss,  
Wolcum bothe to more and lesse.  
Wolcum be ye that are here,  
Wolcum alle and make good cheer.  
Wolcum alle another yere.  

–Anonymous  

(Modern English) 
Welcome, Welcome,  
Welcome to You, our heavenly King.  
Welcome, you who was born one morning,  
Welcome, for You, shall we sing!  
Welcome, to you, Steven and John,  
Welcome all innocent children,  
Welcome, Thomas, the martyred one,  
Welcome, good new year,  
Welcome Twelfth Day, both in fear,  
Welcome Saints left and dear.  
Candle Mass, Queen of bliss,  
Welcome both to more and less.  
Welcome you that are here,  
Welcome all and make good cheer.  
Welcome all another year.  
 

 
Lesson 4 – The Spirit of the Lord Will Rest Upon the Holy One        Isaiah 11: 1-9 
 
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
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The cow and the bear shall graze, 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
Carol: There is No Rose (from A Ceremony of Carols)     Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 
 
(Middle English) 
There is no rose of such vertu  
As is the rose that bare Jesu.  
Alleluia, Alleluia.  
 
For in this rose conteinèd was  
Heaven and earth in litel space  
Res Miranda, Res Miranda.  
 
By that rose we may well see  
There be one God in persons three,  
Pares forma, Pares forma.  
 
The aungels sungen the shepherds to:  
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gaudeamus, Gaudeamus.  
 
Leave we all this werdly mirth,  
And follow we this joyful birth.  
Transeamus, Transeamus. 

–Anonymous  

(Modern English) 
There is no rose of such virtue  
As is the rose that bore Jesus.  
Alleluia.  
 
For inside the Rose (called Mary)  
Were heaven and earth in a single, little space.  
Miraculous thing.  
 
By that rose, we now may see,  
There be one God in persons three.  
Created in the Parent’s image.  
 
The angels sang to the shepherds,  
Glory to God in the highest!  
We rejoice.  
 
Leave we all this wordly mirth,  
And follow we this joyful birth.  
We cross over to Christ’s world.  
 

 

Lesson 5 – The Angel Foretells the Birth of Christ   Luke 1: 26-35, 38 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke. 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in  
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your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  
 
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
 
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
 
Carol 265         “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”     (sung by all) 
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Lesson 6 – Mary Visits Herr Cousin Elizabeth: The Magnificat          Luke 1: 39-56 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke. 
 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 
 
And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 
And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
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Carol: That yongë child (from A Ceremony of Carols)     Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 

Isabel O’Hagan, soloist 
 

(Middle English) 
That yongë child when it gan weep  
With song she lulled him asleep  

 
That was so sweet a melody  

 
It passéd alle minstrely.  
The nightingale sang also: 
Her song is hoarse and nought therto: 
Whoso attenders to her song 
And leaveth the first then doth he wrong. 

–Anonymous  

(Modern English) 
When that young child began to weep  
With song, she lulled him to sleep  

 
It was such a sweet melody,  

 
It surpassed all music.  
The nightingale sang also,  
But her song was hoarse, it was not the same:  
Whoever listens to the nightingale’s song  
Instead of Mary’s, does wrong.  
 

 
Balulalow (from A Ceremony of Carols)                             Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 

Isabel O’Hagan and Jake Mitchell, soloists 
 
(Middle English) 
O my deare hert, young Jesu sweit  
Prepare thy creddil in my spreit,  
And I sall rock thee to my hert,  
And never mair from thee depart.  
 
But I sall praise thee evermoir  
With sanges sweit unto thy gloir;  
The knees of my hert sall I bow  
And sing that richt Balulalow!  
                  –James, John and Robert Wedderburn  

 

(Modern English) 
O love of my heart, young Jesus sweet,  
Prepare your place in my heart,  
And I shall rock thee with great love,  
And I shall never leave your side.  
 
I shall praise you forever,  
With sweet songs of your glory  
The knees of my heart shall I bow  
And sing the right “Lullaby.”  
 

 
Lesson 7 – The Birth of Jesus                Luke 2: 1-20 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All 
went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
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In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 
 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
 
Carol 101         “Away in a Manger”         (sung by all) 
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Lesson 8 – The Word Made Flesh      John 1: 1-14 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
Carol: This Little Babe (from A Ceremony of Carols)     Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 
 
(Early Modern English) 
This little Babe so few days old 
 Is come to rifle Satan’s fold.  
All hell doth at his presence quake,  
Though he himself for cold do shake;  
For in this weak unarmèd wise  
The gates of hell he will surprise.  
 
With tears he fights and wins the field,  
His naked breast stands for a shield;  
His battering shot are babish cries,  
His arrows looks of weeping eyes;  
His martial ensigns Cold and Need,  
And feeble Flesh his warrior’s steed.  
 
His camp is pitchèd in a stall, His bulwark but 
a broken wall;  
The crib his trench, haystalks his stakes, Of 
shepherds he his muster makes;  

(Modern English) 
This little Babe so few days old  
Has come to rifle Satan’s fold.  
All hell quakes at his presence,  
Though he himself shivers.  
For in this weak, unarmed guise He will 
surprise the very gates of Hell!  
 
With tears he fights and wins the field,  
His naked breast stands for a shield;  
His shots are his cries,  
His arrows, the looks of his weeping eyes.  
His martial ensigns are cold and need,  
And his feeble flesh, his warrior’s steed.  
 
His camp is pitched in a stall, His bulwark is a 
broken wall;  
The crib his trench, haystalks are his stakes, Of 
shepherds, he enlists the troops.  
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and thus, as sure his foe to wound,  
The angels’ trumps alarum sound.  
 
My soul, with Christ join thou in fight,  
Stick to the tents that he hath pight;  
Within his crib is surest ward,  
This little Babe will be thy guard;  
If thou wilt foil thy foes with joy,  
Then flit not from this heavenly boy.  
                                     –Robert Southwell  

 

 
And sure of wounding the foe, The angels 
sound the trumpet’s alarm.  
 
My soul joins Christ in the fight,  
Stay by the tents that he has pitched;  
Within his crib is sure protection  
The little babe will be your guard;  
If Christ can foil your foes with joy,  
Stay near the heavenly boy.  
 

 
The Peace  
Celebrant:  The Peace of Christ be always with you.   
All:   And also with you.  
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.  
 
 
Offertory Carol 82   “Angels We Have Heard on High”         
descant by Music Intern Tyler Young 

(sung by all) 
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Blessing    
Celebrant: May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 

your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  

People: Amen 

 
Dismissal  
Celebrant:  As we await our coming Savior, go in the peace of Christ. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain.  
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for Sunday, December 13, 2020 

 

A NOTE FROM OUR RECTOR 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

On this third Sunday of Advent, we light the pink candle in 

our Advent wreath. We call this day Gaudete Sunday, a day 

for rejoicing for the Lord is near! Many of you have shared 

stories about Gaudete Sundays in years past at St. Thomas’ 

Parish, with festive coffee hours to follow a joyful worship! 

This year, we have included a tin Turkish delight in your 

Advent bags in order that you may be reminded of and 

continue the joyful custom in your homes, remembering we 

are connected in community. If you haven’t picked your bag up, please be in touch with 

Nolan in the parish office!  

 

This Sunday, our worship will also be joyful as we will have a service of Festive Lessons 

and Carols. If you’ve never been to a service of Lessons and Carols, this is a time to hear 

the scripture from the Old and New Testament that tell of the coming of our Saviour. We 

have eight lessons of holy scripture and before and after each lesson is hymns and musical 

anthems that share in the telling of our story. This service is entirely pre-recorded, and we 

will have it on the website and a Facebook watch party at 10:30 am. Worshiping with this on 

Facebook or our website will provide you with the best music and video quality. We will 

stream on to Zoom and gather on Zoom following the service. Please join me in sharing 

gratitude to Michael Lodico and members of our choir who have worked to bring Benjamin 

Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols to us in a safe way through pre-recording. Thank you to Bob 

Moluf for recording and editing clips for our worship. Thank you to Bob McDonald for 

creating our very detailed worship booklet.  

 

Finally, the Regathering Committee would like to share our planning process for 2021, will 

share a few things at announcement time on Zoom following our worship, and will invite you 

to break into conversation groups to share your thoughts on regathering for public worship  
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in our building in 2021. We know this is a while away and may seem strange given the 

current COVID cases, but we are completing some of the paperwork and building planning 

now so that when it is safe to gather again for worship in the building we may do so with the 

bishop’s permission. 

 

God bless you, 

Lisa+ 
 
 

 
End of the Year Financial Plans! 

A big thank you to our community for faithfully fulfilling pledges, and also for communicating 

when it has been difficult to fulfill your pledge. This has helped us to pay our bills and staff 

throughout the year and continue our mission even while mostly online!  

 

End of the year pledges, capital pledges, Christmas offerings, and financial gifts 

Our parish office will be closed the week after Christmas (December 28 – January 1). 

Please do know that if you have a pledge or financial gift you would like to include in your 

2020 taxes, we need to receive it electronically by December 31, or by check no later than 

January 10. Please ensure your check is dated prior to December 31 if you are sending it in 

the mail or dropping it off by January 10, 2021. This helps us to follow healthy financial 

reporting practices. 

 

Pre-paying your 2021 Pledge 

If you plan to pre-pay your 2021 pledge before December 31, 2020, please indicate this in 

the memo of your check or when paying online. This will appear on your end of year giving 

statement, but on Realm also appear as a fulfilled 2021 pledge on your profile.  

 

Please do be in touch with Nolan in the parish office with any questions at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 
 
 

mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Festive Lessons and Carols in our Worship this Sunday 

 

Composed in 1942 for treble voices and harp, Benjamin Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols is 

derived from texts from The English Galaxy of Shorter Poems. Britten purchased this book 

of 15th-16th century poetry at a stop in Halifax, Nova Scotia during a journey from the 

United States to England aboard a Swedish cargo ship. He then composed A Ceremony of 

Carols during the perilous ocean crossing through U-Boat-infested waters.  

 

Since religious worship was largely in Latin, poets of the late-Middle Ages and early 

Reformation Period in England found opportunity in writing sacred texts in the vernacular. 

Many were often sung to popular tunes of the times, and those songs in the Christmas 

season became known as “caroles.” They were even sung and danced to from house to 

house by groups of merry “wassailers.”  

 

The anonymous poets of most of the texts chosen by Britten for A Ceremony of Carols took 

poetic license to go beyond the stories found in the Bible. The notes below add further detail 

to each movement sung this morning. To be able to include all singers in the St. Thomas’ 

Choir, we are using Julius Harrison’s arrangement for women and men’s voices. I hope this 

marriage of poetry of the Nativity to the imaginative music of Benjamin Britten will magnify 

your spiritual journey through this most blessed of seasons.  
 

Peace and every blessing, 

Lisa+ 
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ST. THOMAS’ 5TH ANNUAL 
TACKY CHRISTMAS SWEATER PARTY 

THIS WEDNESDAY 
December 16, 2020, 6:30 – 8:00 PM 

 

Even a pandemic can’t stop our annual Christmas Party from taking place.  Unfortunately, 
we won’t be in the same space, but will be in our own homes on Zoom. 
 

In keeping with our theme, please take a photograph or yourself (and your family) in your 
tackiest Christmas sweater and accessories.  E-mail your photo to Rev. Lisa at 
lahuja@stthomasdc.org on the day of the party (any time before 6:30 pm) and she will 
assemble them for viewing. 
 

We’re planning to have a scavenger hunt (both team and individual) and a trivia 
game.  Michael will be playing hymns and carols.  A few choir members will be at our 
church with Michael to lead the carols on Zoom. 
 

Please let us know by e-mail to Jane Saari at ladyjn423@aim.com if you plan on 
joining the party.  
 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:ladyjn423@aim.com
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Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 

 

Sunday, December 13: THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 9:30 am  Advent Study on Zoom: Light of the World 

10:30 am   Festive Lessons and Carols 

Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)  

11:15 am  Coffee Hour on Zoom with Regathering Conversations 

  

Monday, December 14: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

  

Tuesday, December 15: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

  

Wednesday, December 16: 

 6:30-8:00 pm    Tacky Christmas Sweater Party   

 

Thursday, December 17:  

 5:45-6:30 pm     Spanish Conversation Time with Al 

 6:30-7:00 pm     Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Sunday, December 20: FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 9:30 am  Advent Study on Zoom: Light of the World 

10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)  

11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom 

   

Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open Office Hours. 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 

Password: 151718th  

      

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

Dial by your location 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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WORSHIP AT ST. THOMAS’ 

 
Receiving the Holy Eucharist:  
We will continue to gather each month to share holy communion 
(bread only) outdoors in small groups. If you would like to be 
added to a group, please email the Rev. Lisa Ahuja. If you’ve 
already signed up, no need to sign up again. Your Lay 
Eucharistic Minister will email you with a meeting time and place. The next date for the 
distribution of Holy Communion is TODAY. If you would like to be in a virtual group that 
meets monthly and are not in one of these groups, please sign up with Rev. Lisa. 
 
Private Prayer in our Bishop Gene Robinson Chapel 
Some of us miss prayer in our building. We now have someone in the office each weekday 
from 10:30 am-3:30 pm. If you would like to come in to pray by yourself or with your family 
unit, you are welcome to come during this window of time for private prayer. Please ring the 
doorbell when you arrive.  You’ll be required to fill out a covenant to be in the building and 
asked to clean your space with sanitizing wipes.  
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STUDY AT ST. THOMAS’ 

 

Advent Sunday Morning Study  - Sundays, November 29 – Dec. 20 at 9:30 am on Zoom 
Join our Advent study on the 4 Sundays of Advent at 9:30 am beginning November 29. 
We'll be using Dr. Amy-Jill Levine's study series “Light 
of the World:  A Beginner's Guide to Advent.” Feel 
free to buy the book but is not necessary!   
 
Dr. Levine is a professor of New Testament at 
Vanderbilt Divinity School.  She describes herself as a 
"Yankee Jewish feminist who teaches in a 
predominantly Protestant divinity school in the buckle of 
the Bible Belt." 

Click the above for a preview 

 
 

 
YOGA and PRAYER: will resume in the New Year. 
 
 
 

 

 

TAKE ACTION WITH ST. THOMAS’ 

 

Responding to Grief and Joy (and everything in between!) in our Community: 
In this time when we cannot check in with one another face to face each week, you may 
wish to respond to the grief or joy in our community by sending a greeting card or making a 
phone call. If you do not have the individual’s contact information, please check Realm or 
send your greeting card to that person ℅ our church. We will make sure to share with them. 

• Healing: Jerry Donohoe: Here is a link to his Caring Bridge page for 
updates on his health: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerrydonahoe.  

 

 
Tutors Needed:  
We are looking to bring on Online Academic Tutors for rewarding volunteer work that can 
make a difference in people's lives: tutor Hispanic teen parent students from Bell High  
School. Our clients are both not English speakers and high school teen parents. You are 
welcome to help with English as well as the following subject: Essay Writing, Computer  
Science, Physics, Calculus, Statistics, Trigonometry, and many more! Spanish fluency is not 
necessary to be a tutor. For more information call or text Al Llanos cell 202-604-3084 

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerrydonahoe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dcgLzdvgcPU&app=desktop
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Episcopal Migration Ministries – Advent Vigil TONIGHT 

Please attend our virtual Advent Vigil on Sunday, December 13, 7:00 – 8:00 pm EST. This 

will be a time of prayer and reflection for the immigrants and migrants who make up a vast 

part of our world. It is presented by Episcopal Migration Ministries, in partnership with the 

EMM Asylum Ministry Network and EMM Immigration Detention Ministry Network. The 

National Cathedral Sanctuary Ministry, a part of the EMM Immigration Detention Ministry 

Network, will be participating.  

 

Registration is required and is available here. The vigil will be available on-demand 

following the event. 

 

Acompáñenos este domingo 13 de diciembre de 7 a 8 PM (hora del Este) para una vigilia 

virtual de Adviento. Este será un espacio de reflexión y oración por los migrantes cada vez 

más numerosos en nuestro mundo. El Ministerio Episcopal de Migración presenta esta 

vigilia en colaboración con sus redes respectivas de los Ministerios de Asilo y Detención. El 

Ministerio Santuario de la Catedral Nacional de Washington participa como miembro de la 

red del Ministerio de Detención.  

Por favor regístrese haciendo clic en este enlace: here. La grabación de la vigilia estará 

disponible después del evento. 

https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/advent/
https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/advent/
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 
1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

 
Celebrating Our December Birthdays 

 

Ryan Winfield (December 8) 

Stephen Schembs (December 13) 

Chris Norman (December 14) 

Benny Young (December 14) 

Al Llanos (December 15) 

 
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
 
Esha Ahuja 
Anne Marie Bohler 
Matthew Briggs 
Peggyann Cohen 
Jerry Donahoe 
 

Jan Harrison 
Mark Herzog 
Kristin Jones 
Mike Knapp 
Dave Kucharski 
 

Linda Long-Jarosik 
Donna Norman 
Mary Ellen Reed 
Bishop Gene Robinson 
 

 
For the repose of the soul of: 

Annette Carver Dee Duggan  
 
 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden 

Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden 

Jennie Allison, Treasurer 

Jean Holman, Clerk 

Jennie Allison, Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Bettina Hager,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, Gregory Zitterkob 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Rector lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson Bishop in Residence @BishopGRobinson 

Michael Lodico Interim Music Director mlodico@stthomasdc.org 

Nolan DiFrancesco Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           Nursery Care Worker  

 
 

  

 

   

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


