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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  
 

 
 
 

 
First Sunday of Advent – November 29, 2020 
 
Prelude – Organ 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
PEOPLE OF GOD, AWAKE! The day is coming soon when you shall see the Lord face to face. 
Remember the ways and the works of God. God calls you out of darkness to walk in the light of 
her coming. You are God’s children. All: Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ today and 
forever. Amen 

 



 
  2 
 

 
Opening Hymn 56          “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”      (verses 1, 2, 3) 
 

          
 

Advent Bidding Prayer 

Dear People of God:  
 
In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear once more the 
message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger.  
 
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our 
rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let 
us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise.  
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But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity 
and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in 
this city.  
 
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the 
cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the 
aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
remember in our prayers those who are on our prayer list today. 
 
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which 
no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are 
one for evermore.  All of these prayers we offer to you, our loving God. Amen. 
 

Trisagion S102 

 
 
First Reading   Isaiah 64: 1-9 
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 

as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil-- 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

From ages past no one has heard, 
no ear has perceived, 
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no eye has seen any God besides you, 
who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, 
those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 
because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 
or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
and do not remember iniquity forever. 
Now consider, we are all your people. 

 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm 80: 1-7, 16-18 (read by all) 
 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O LORD God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 
The Holy Gospel   Mark 13: 24-37 
 

Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 
to the ends of heaven. 
 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a 
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do 
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I 
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon      The Rev. Lisa Ahuja 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon  
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Sequence    “Wait for the Lord”                  Taize 

 
 
The Peace  
Celebrant:  The Peace of Christ be always with you.   
All:   And also with you.  
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.  
 

Offertory           “Come, Savior of the World”      J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

PADRE NUESTRO, que estás en el cielo. 
Santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad  
en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, 
como también nosotros perdonamos  
a los que nos ofenden. 
No nos dejes caer en tentación y líbranos 
del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria 
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amén.
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Spiritual Communion Prayer, adapted from the Prayer Book for Armed Services 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. The leader invites the following prayer to be said by all:  
 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We 
remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming in 
glory. Since we cannot receive you now in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech 
you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, 
and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the 
life to come. Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Hymn 65   “Prepare the Way, O Zion”   
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Blessing    
Celebrant: May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 

your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  

People: Amen 

 
Dismissal  
Celebrant:  As we await our coming Savior, go in the peace of Christ. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain.  
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for Sunday, November 29, 2020 

 

A NOTE FROM OUR RECTOR 

 

Lord, let not our souls be busy inns that have no room for 

thee or thine, but quiet homes of prayer and praise, where 

thou mayest find fit company, where the needful cares of life 

are wisely ordered and put away, and wide, sweet spaces 

kept for thee; where holy thoughts pass up and down and 

fervent longings watch and wait thy coming. 

-Julian of Norwich 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Last month I spent a lot of my reading time with Julian of Norwich. Her words above struck 

me as a lovely prayer for this Advent. Members of our parish have prepared studies, music, 

written reflections, at home activities, and more to assist us with opening our selves to 

receive Christ more fully this Advent season. I look forward to each Sunday of this season 

of preparation, hope, and expectation with you.  

 

Advent Page on the Website: 

Starting this Saturday, if you visit www.stthomasparishdc.org/advent2020/ you will find a 

variety of resources to accompany you and your family each week of Advent.  

 
Advent at Home Bag! 
A number of parishioners have worked together to assemble supplies to help observe a 
beautiful Advent in our homes but together as a community. 
 
I’d like to invite you to pick your bag up: Sunday, November 29 from 1:00 - 4:30 pm, and  
Monday through Wednesday, November 30 –  December 2, from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm.  
 
 
God bless you, 
Lisa+ 
 

http://www.stthomasparishdc.org/advent2020/
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2021 Pledge Follow Up Calls have begun: 
A few weeks ago we started our annual giving drive with letters, and an invitation to pledge 
your financial commitment to St. Thomas’ Parish for 2021. Vestry members have begun 
following up on this invitation. To make your pledge, please visit www.stthomasdc.org/giving 
or return the paper pledge card that was sent out a few weeks ago. Thank you. 
 

 

Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 

 

Sunday, November 29: FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 9:30 am  Advent Study on Zoom: Light of the World 

10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)  

11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom 

2:00-4:30 pm  Advent at Home Bag pickup at the church  

  

Monday, November 30: 

 11:00 am-3:00 pm Advent at Home Bag pickup at the church 

6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

  

Tuesday, December 1: 

 11:00 am-3:00 pm Advent at Home Bag pickup at the church 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

7:00 pm  Study: Social Injustice and Religious Hypocrisy 

  

Wednesday, December 2: 

 11:00 am-3:00 pm Advent at Home Bag pickup at the church 

 6:30-7:00 pm    Evening Worship with Taize Chant  

 7:00 pm  Art in Advent: Visual and Spiritual Journeys 

 

Thursday, December 3:  

 5:45-6:30 pm     Spanish Conversation Time with Al 

 6:30-7:00 pm     Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Friday, December 4: 

6:30-7:30 pm  Yoga and Prayer (different Zoom link -please see announcement 

below with details) 

 

Sunday, December 6: SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 9:30 am  Advent Study on Zoom: Light of the World 

10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)  

11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom 

http://www.stthomasdc.org/giving
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Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open Office 

Hours. 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 

Password: 151718th  

     Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

Dial by your location 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP AT ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL 

 
Receiving the Holy Eucharist:  
We will continue to gather each month to share holy 
communion (bread only) outdoors in small groups. If you 
would like to be added to a group, please email the Rev. Lisa 
Ahuja. If you’ve already signed up, no need to sign up again. 
Your Lay Eucharistic Minister will email you with a meeting 
time and place. The next date for the distribution of Holy Communion is December 13. If you 
would like to be in a virtual group that meets monthly and are not in one of these groups, 
please sign up with Rev. Lisa. 
 
Private Prayer in our Bishop Gene Robinson Chapel 
Some of us miss prayer in our building. We now have someone in the office each weekday 
from 10:30 am-3:30 pm. If you would like to come in to pray by yourself or with your family 
unit, you are welcome to come during this window of time for private prayer. Please ring the 
doorbell when you arrive.  You’ll be required to fill out a covenant to be in the building and 
asked to clean your space with sanitizing wipes.  
 

 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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STUDY AT ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL 

 

Advent Sunday Morning Study  - Sundays, November 29 – Dec. 20 at 9:30 am on Zoom 
Join our Advent study on the 4 Sundays of Advent at 9:30 am beginning November 29. 
We'll be using Dr. Amy-Jill Levine's study series “Light of the World:  A Beginner's 
Guide to Advent.” Feel free to buy the book but is not necessary!   
 
Dr. Levine is a professor of New Testament at Vanderbilt Divinity School.  She 
describes herself as a "Yankee Jewish feminist who teaches in a predominantly 
Protestant divinity school in the buckle of the Bible Belt." 
 

 
Click the above for a preview 

 
 
Special Tuesday Series: Social Injustice and Religious Hypocrisy: Prophetic Protests 
in Ancient Israel  
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm; December 1 & 8 

 
 
Are you interested in taking a "deeper dive" into the Scriptures? Here is an opportunity to 
study selected biblical texts from some of the most important early Hebrew prophets – 
Hosea, Amos, Isaiah, and Jeremiah – individuals whose fiery words and dramatic actions 
shaped our Judeo-Christian views of social injustice and economic oppression. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dcgLzdvgcPU&app=desktop
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These prophets announced God's judgment on kings and priests and on the wealthy and 
the privileged, for their breach of God's covenant and for their religious hypocrisy – while 
always holding out hope for those who will seek justice and return to the God who loves 
them. This timely series will be offered by Bob Moluf and Murray Scheel on Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm. on December 1 & 8. 
 
 
Art in Advent: Visual and Spiritual Journeys 
2-part discussion: 7:00 pm, Wednesday, 
December 2 and Wednesday, December 9 
 
Advent is known as a season of waiting, hope, 

preparation, and for many, travel. We read 

about Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth, or the 

convergence of the Holy Family, the shepherds, 

and the three kings in Bethlehem. Meanwhile 

we prepare for seasonal rituals – personal 

travels and local celebrations, some as familiar 

as the story of the Nativity. 

 
This year, with many annual Christmas pilgrimages and practices on pause, join on Zoom 
for a pair of conversations about some works of art that depict journeys. Alex Mann will 
introduce several 19th century paintings and sculptures, then reflect on how art can express 
some our Advent emotions and help us navigate the obstacle-filled road to Christmas 2020. 
 
 
 
YOGA and PRAYER: 
In Partnership with the Episcopal Diocese of Washington,  
Evening Prayer on Fridays will be streamed from our building  
We will gather weekly (via Zoom) to center and 
ground ourselves with simple yoga and prayer. We 
explore ancient psalms and contemporary poetry that 
resonate in today’s world, within a framework drawn 
from the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer. Yoga 
poses and sequences take us more deeply into a 
weekly theme. 

The class is led from candlelit St. Thomas' Parish Dupont Circle. All students, regardless of 
experience or ability, are welcome to share in the movements of the body and spirit. Roll out 
your mats and sign onto Yoga and Prayer online. 
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About the Instructor: 
The Rev. Diana V. Gustafson has led innovative yoga and prayer at a number of churches in the 
Diocese of Washington. She is a Registered Yoga Teacher (500 -hour certificate) who trained at 
several studios in the Washington area. She received her M.Div. from Virginia Theological  
Seminary and most recently served as a Curate at All Souls Episcopal Church. This event is 
hosted by the Episcopal Diocese of Washington and St. Thomas' on Dupont Circle.  

A Zoom link will be emailed in advance of the start of each class. 
Sign up using this link. 
 

TAKE ACTION WITH ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL 

 

Responding to Grief and Joy (and everything in between!) in our Community: 
In this time when we cannot check in with one another face to face each week, you may 
wish to respond to the grief or joy in our community by sending a greeting card or making a 
phone call. If you do not have the individual’s contact information, please check Realm or 
send your greeting card to that person ℅ our church. We will make sure to share with them. 

• Healing: Jerry Donohoe: Here is a link to his Caring Bridge page for 
updates on his health: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerrydonahoe.  

 

Tutors Needed:  
We are looking to bring on Online Academic Tutors for rewarding volunteer work that can 
make a difference in people's lives: tutor Hispanic teen parent students from Bell High  
School. Our clients are both not English speakers and high school teen parents. You are 
welcome to help with English as well as the following subject: Essay Writing, Computer  
Science, Physics, Calculus, Statistics, Trigonometry, and many more! Spanish fluency is not 
necessary to be a tutor. For more information call or text Al Llanos cell 202-604-3084 
 
 
Samaritan Ministry Holiday Gift Card Drive            (see poster on next page!!) 
Each year at this time, Samaritan Ministry invites us to purchase gifts for their participants 
and their children and grandchildren, which many of us have done in the past. Area 
churches then host parties for Samaritan participants. This year,  due to the pandemic, the 
traditional Christmas gatherings won't take place. Instead, a $25 gift card will be provided 
for each participant and each child. 
 
St. Thomas' was one of the 12 churches that founded Samaritan Ministry 35 years ago, and 
we've been a partner ever since as they offer a "hand up" to our neighbors dealing with 
poverty, homelessness, or other challenges. We each have an opportunity to put a smile on 
someone's face this Christmas by purchasing gift cards. You can either drop them off at St. 
Thomas' between 10:30-3:30 during the week, or you can make a contribution to St. 
Thomas' with the notation that the funds are for gift cards. Alternatively, Vibha will purchase 
gift cards for you via PayPal. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/yoga-and-prayer-finding-sacred-ground-in-a-fractured-world-registration-117185243217
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerrydonahoe
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 
St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 
1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

 
Celebrating Our November Birthdays 

 

Vibha Sazawal (November 3) 

Jessie Eddy (November 8) 

Richard Sawyer (November 8) 

Karen Garlick (November 21) 

Jennifer Jue (November 28) 
 

November Anniversaries 

 

Bob and Lynn Moluf (November 2) 

 
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
 
Esha Ahuja 
Anne Marie Bohler 
Matthew Briggs 
Annette Carver 
Peggyann Cohen 
Jerry Donahoe 
 

Jan Harrison 
Mark Herzog 
Kristin Jones 
Mike Knapp 
Dave Kucharski 
 

Linda Long-Jarosik 
Donna Norman 
Mary Ellen Reed 
Bishop Gene Robinson 
Victor Robinson 
 

 
For the repose of the soul of: 

Dee Duggan Joseph Mia’s father Steven Merrill 
 
 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 

 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden 

Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden 

Jennie Allison, Treasurer 

Jean Holman, Clerk 

Jennie Allison, Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Bettina Hager,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, Gregory Zitterkob 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Rector lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson Bishop in Residence @BishopGRobinson 

Michael Lodico Interim Music Director mlodico@stthomasdc.org 

Nolan DiFrancesco Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           Nursery Care Worker  

 
 

  

 

   

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


