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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  

 

 
 
Christ the King – November 22, 2020 
 
Opening Hymn           “Ride on, King Jesus”              
LEVAS 97 
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Opening Acclamation 
 
Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 

The Collect 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and 
enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

First Reading   Ezekiel 34: 1-16, 20-24 
 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. As shepherds 
seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will 
rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the 
mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, 
and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my  
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sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back 
the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the 
strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
 
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the 
lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals 
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no 
longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
 
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 
them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall 
be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 100 
 

1 Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; * 
serve the LORD with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 

2 Know this: The LORD himself is God; * 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

4 For the LORD is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 
Sequence    “Laudate Dominum”                 Jacques Berthier 

Taize 
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The Holy Gospel   Matthew 25: 31-46 
 

Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 
will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he 
will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.  
 
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 
was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it 
that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And 
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer 
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.’  
 
Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then 
they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I 
tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And 
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon      Dr. Sandra T. Montes 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon  

 
 
Prayers of the People                                              written by Jennie Allison 
 
O Lord, we pray for our world community– those of us who are members of the church and those 
who aren’t. That we all may know we are one and loved and accepted by you. Pray for our church 
leaders. 

Silence 

Holy God, we pray for this nation. Show us that there is more that unites us than divides us; that 
we may heal and be one people with joyful hearts whose sole desire is to be an instrument of your 
will. Pray for unity. 

Silence 

Heavenly Father, we pray for all who are suffering, those with support and those without. That we 
learn to be kind to ourselves, accepting that this human experience isn’t always easy and that we 
may always help each other along the way – knowing that we should lean on you. Pray for those on 
our parish prayer list. 

Silence 

Almighty Father, we pray for those who have influenced our lives and are no longer here. That we 
carry their memories with happiness and know that we will be reunited someday in your glory and 
light. Pray for the departed. 

Silence 

Most Loving God, we give thanks for the gift of this life and the beauty in it – for the gifts of 
community, solitude, song, silence, laughter, tears, blue skies, gray skies, and all that’s in between. 
Help us notice the little things our surroundings and world are made of and remember all are part 
of your creation. 

Silence 

 
The Peace  
Celebrant:  The Peace of Christ be always with you.   
All:   And also with you.  
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.  
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Stewardship Prayer:  (All pray together) 
 
Abundant God, you made us in your image and breathed in us a spirit of generosity that is both 
gift and response. Move us, we pray, to give as we have received--abundantly, generously, and 
joyfully that our common ministry at St. Thomas’ Parish may ever bear witness to your 
unfailing grace. In the name of the Three in whom we are One, Amen. 
 

Offertory         “Flor y Canto- Amemonos de Corazon”   
 
Amémonos de corazón, no de labios solamente. 
Para cuando Cristo venga nos encuentre bien unidos. 
Cómo puedes tú orar enojado co tu hermano? 
Dios escucha la oración, cuando estás reconciliado. 
Cuántas veces debo yo perdonar al que me ofende? 
Setenta veces siete, perdonar al que me ofende. 
 
May our love for others be sincere, shown in deeds, not merely spoken. 
Then when Christ returns in glory, he will find us all united. 
Dare we come to God in prayer, filled with anger toward our neighbor? 
God will listen to our prayer, when we seek and offer pardon. 
Are there limits to the times we must offer our forgiveness 
We must pardon every time, even seventy times seven. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

PADRE NUESTRO, que estás en el cielo. 
Santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad  
en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, 
como también nosotros perdonamos  
a los que nos ofenden. 
No nos dejes caer en tentación y líbranos 
del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria 
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amén.
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Spiritual Communion Prayer, adapted from the Prayer Book for Armed Services 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. The leader invites the following prayer to be said by all:  
 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We 
remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming in 
glory. Since we cannot receive you now in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech 
you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, 
and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the 
life to come. Amen.  
 

Closing Hymn 494    “Crown Him with Many Crowns”   
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Blessing    
Celebrant: Holy eternal Majesty, Holy incarnate Word, Holy abiding Spirit, Bless you for 

evermore. 
People: Amen 
 
Dismissal  
Celebrant:  Grace and peace remain with you and keep you in the love of Christ. 
People:  Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 
 
Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain.  
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for Sunday, November 22, 2020 

 

A NOTE FROM OUR RECTOR 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

I cannot believe that the season of Advent begins in just a 
week! The four weeks of Advent are a time of expectation 
and preparation for the Christ child to be born at Christmas.  
The four weeks of Advent are filled with a reminder that in 
the places we see as broken or desolate, love and hope and 
peace break through.  
 
Advent at Home Bag! 
A number of parishioners have worked together to assemble 
supplies to help observe a beautiful Advent in our homes but together as a community. I’d 
like to invite you to pick your bag up: Sunday, November 29 from 2:00 - 4:30 pm, and 
Monday through Wednesday, November 30 –  December 2, from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm.  
 
Volunteers are needed to sit at the church for pick up time on the above listed dates. Others 
are needed to deliver bags to those unable to come to the church for pick up. Please email 
me at lahuja@stthomasdc.org if you are happy to distribute bags from church or deliver 
bags.  
 
God bless you, 
Lisa+ 
 
 

2021 Pledge Follow Up Calls to begin this week: 
A few weeks ago we started our annual giving drive with letters, and an invitation to pledge 
your financial commitment to St. Thomas’ Parish for 2021. Vestry members will be following 
up on this invitation starting Monday, November 23. To make your pledge, please visit 
www.stthomasdc.org/giving or return the paper pledge card that was sent out a few weeks 
ago.  
 
 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
http://www.stthomasdc.org/giving
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Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 

 

Sunday, November 22:  

9:30 am  Study: Julian of Norwich 

10:30 am  Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page) 

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom  

  

Monday, November 23: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

  

Tuesday, November 24: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

  

Wednesday, November 25: 

 6:30-7:00 pm    Evening Worship with Taize Chant for Thanksgiving 

 

Thursday, November 26: THANKSGIVING DAY 

  

Friday, November 27: 

6:30-7:30 pm  Yoga and Prayer (different Zoom link -please see announcement 

below with details) 

 

Sunday, November 29: FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 9:30 am  Advent Study on Zoom 

10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)  

11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom 

2:00-4:30 pm  Advent at Home Bag pickup at the church  

   

Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open Office 

Hours. 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 

Password: 151718th  

     Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

Dial by your location 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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A prayer as I put on my mask:  
 
Creator, 
as I prepare to go into the world, 
help me to see the sacrament 
in the wearing of this cloth— 
let it be "an outward sign 
of an inward grace"— 
a tangible and visible way of living 
love for my neighbors, 
as I love myself. 
 
Christ, 
since my lips will be covered, 
uncover my heart, 
that people would see my smile 
in the crinkles around my eyes. 
 
Since my voice may be muffled, 
help me to speak clearly, 
 

not only with my words, 
but with my actions. 
 
Holy Spirit, 
As the elastic touches my ears, 
remind me to listen carefully— 
and full of care— 
to all those I meet. 
 
May this simple piece of cloth be 
shield and banner, 
and each breath that it holds, 
be filled with your love. 
 
In your Name and 
in that love, 
I pray. 
 
Amen 

 
— Rev. Dr. Richard Bott,  Moderator of the United Church of Canada 

 

 

WORSHIP AT ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL 

 
Receiving the Holy Eucharist:  
We will continue to gather each month to share holy 
communion (bread only) outdoors in small groups. If you 
would like to be added to a group, please email the Rev. Lisa 
Ahuja. If you’ve already signed up, no need to sign up again. 
Your Lay Eucharistic Minister will email you with a meeting 
time and place. The next date for the distribution of Holy Communion is December 13. If you 
would like to be in a virtual group that meets monthly and are not in one of these groups, 
please sign up with Rev. Lisa. 
 
 
Private Prayer in our Bishop Gene Robinson Chapel 
Some of us miss prayer in our building. We now have someone in the office each weekday 
from 10:30 am-3:30 pm. If you would like to come in to pray by yourself or with your family 
unit, you are welcome to come during this window of time for private prayer. Please ring the 
doorbell when you arrive.  You’ll be required to fill out a covenant to be in the building and 
asked to clean your space with sanitizing wipes.  
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STUDY AT ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL 

 

 

Advent Sunday Morning Study 

Sundays, November 29 – December 20 at 9:30 am on Zoom 

 
Join our Advent study on the 4 Sundays of Advent at 9:30 am beginning November 29. 
 
We'll be using Dr. Amy-Jill Levine's study series Light of the World:  A Beginner's Guide 
to Advent. Feel free to buy the book but is not necessary!   
 
Dr. Levine is a professor of New Testament at Vanderbilt Divinity School.  She 
describes herself as a "Yankee Jewish feminist who teaches in a predominantly 
Protestant divinity school in the buckle of the Bible Belt." 

 

 

Special Tuesday Series: Social Injustice and Religious Hypocrisy: Prophetic Protests 
in Ancient Israel  
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm; December 1 & 8 
 

 
 
 
Are you interested in taking a "deeper dive" into the Scriptures? Here is an opportunity to 
study selected biblical texts from some of the most important early Hebrew prophets – 
Hosea, Amos, Isaiah, and Jeremiah – individuals whose fiery words and dramatic actions 
shaped our Judeo-Christian views of social injustice and economic oppression. 
 
These prophets announced God's judgment on kings and priests and on the wealthy and 
the privileged, for their breach of God's covenant and for their religious hypocrisy – while 
always holding out hope for those who will seek justice and return to the God who loves 
them. This timely series will be offered by Bob Moluf and Murray Scheel on Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm. on December 1 & 8. 
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Art in Advent: Visual and Spiritual Journeys 
2-part discussion: 7:00 pm, Wednesday, 
December 2 and Wednesday, December 9 
 
Advent is known as a season of waiting, hope, 

preparation, and for many, travel. We read 

about Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth, or the 

convergence of the Holy Family, the shepherds, 

and the three kings in Bethlehem. Meanwhile 

we prepare for seasonal rituals – personal 

travels and local celebrations, some as familiar 

as the story of the Nativity. 

 
This year, with many annual Christmas pilgrimages and practices on pause, join on Zoom 
for a pair of conversations about some works of art that depict journeys. Alex Mann will 
introduce several 19th century paintings and sculptures, then reflect on how art can express 
some our Advent emotions and help us navigate the obstacle-filled road to Christmas 2020. 
 
 
YOGA and PRAYER: 
In Partnership with the Episcopal Diocese of Washington,  
Evening Prayer on Fridays will be streamed from our building  
We will gather weekly (via Zoom) to center and 
ground ourselves with simple yoga and prayer. We 
explore ancient psalms and contemporary poetry that 
resonate in today’s world, within a framework drawn 
from the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer. Yoga 
poses and sequences take us more deeply into a 
weekly theme. 

The class is led from candlelit St. Thomas' Parish Dupont Circle. All students, regardless of 
experience or ability, are welcome to share in the movements of the body and spirit. Roll out 
your mats and sign onto Yoga and Prayer online. 
 
About the Instructor: 
The Rev. Diana V. Gustafson has led innovative yoga and prayer at a number of churches in the 
Diocese of Washington. She is a Registered Yoga Teacher (500 -hour certificate) who trained at 
several studios in the Washington area. She received her M.Div. from Virginia Theological  
Seminary and most recently served as a Curate at All Souls Episcopal Church. This event is 
hosted by the Episcopal Diocese of Washington and St. Thomas' on Dupont Circle.  

A Zoom link will be emailed in advance of the start of each class. 
Sign up using this link. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/yoga-and-prayer-finding-sacred-ground-in-a-fractured-world-registration-117185243217
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TAKE ACTION WITH ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL 

 

Responding to Grief and Joy (and everything in between!) in our Community: 
In this time when we cannot check in with one another face to face each week, you may 
wish to respond to the grief or joy in our community by sending a greeting card or making a 
phone call. If you do not have the individual’s contact information, please check Realm or 
send your greeting card to that person ℅ our church. We will make sure to share with them. 
 

• Healing: Jerry Donohoe: Here is a link to his Caring Bridge page for 
updates on his health: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerrydonahoe.  

 

 
Tutors Needed:  
We are looking to bring on Online Academic Tutors for rewarding volunteer work that can 
make a difference in people's lives: tutor Hispanic teen parent students from Bell High  
School. Our clients are both not English speakers and high school teen parents. You are 
welcome to help with English as well as the following subject: Essay Writing, Computer  
Science, Physics, Calculus, Statistics, Trigonometry, and many more! Spanish fluency is not 
necessary to be a tutor. For more information call or text Al Llanos cell 202-604-3084 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerrydonahoe
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 
1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

 
Celebrating Our November Birthdays 

 

Vibha Sazawal (November 3) 

Jessie Eddy (November 8) 

Richard Sawyer (November 8) 

Karen Garlick (November 21) 

Jennifer Jue (November 28) 
 

November Anniversaries 

 

Bob and Lynn Moluf (November 2) 

 
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
 
Anne Marie Bohler 
Matthew Briggs 
Annette Carver 
Peggyann Cohen 
Jerry Donahoe 
 

Jan Harrison 
Mark Herzog 
Kristin Jones 
Mike Knapp 
Dave Kucharski 
 

Linda Long-Jarosik 
Donna Norman 
Mary Ellen Reed 
Bishop Gene Robinson 
Victor Robinson 
 

 
For the repose of the soul of: 

Joseph Mia’s father Steven Merrill  
 
 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 

 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden 

Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden 

Jennie Allison, Treasurer 

Jean Holman, Clerk 

Jennie Allison, Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Bettina Hager,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, Gregory Zitterkob 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Rector lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson Bishop in Residence @BishopGRobinson 

Michael Lodico Interim Music Director mlodico@stthomasdc.org 

Nolan DiFrancesco Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           Nursery Care Worker  

 
 

  

 

   

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


