ST. THOMAS’ PARISH
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

DUPONT CIRCLE

The Celebration and Blessing of the Marriage of
Bettina Hager and Ibrahim Rizkalla
November 8, 2020

Prelude

Air on the G String

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

The Rite of Marriage
Dearly beloved: We have come together in the presence of God to witness and bless the joining
together of Bettina Hager and Ibrahim Rizkalla in Holy Matrimony. The joining of two people in a
life of mutual fidelity signifies to us the mystery of the union between Christ and his Church, and
so it is worthy of being honored among all people.
The union of two people in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for their mutual joy; for
the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity; and, when it is God’s will,
for the gift of children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord. Therefore
marriage is not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and in
accordance with the purposes for which it was instituted by God.
Into this holy union Ibrahim Rizkalla and Bettina Hager now come to be joined.
If any of you can show just cause why they may not lawfully be married, speak now; or else for ever
hold your peace.
(Then the Celebrant says to the persons to be married)
I require and charge you both, here in the presence of God, that if either of you know any reason
why you may not be united in marriage lawfully, and in accordance with God’s Word, you do now
confess it.
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The Declaration of Consent
(The Celebrant says to one member of the couple, then to the other)
Ibrahim, will you have this woman to be your wife, to live together in the covenant of marriage?
Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all
others, be faithful to her/him as long as you both shall live?
I will.
Bettina, will you have this man to be your husband, to live together in the covenant of marriage?
Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all
others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?
I will.
(The Celebrant then addresses the congregation, saying)
Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold these two persons in their
marriage?
People:
We will.

The Ministry of the Word
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O gracious and everliving God, you have created humankind in your image: Look mercifully upon
Bettina and Ibrahim who come to you seeking your blessing, and assist them with your grace, that
with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep the promises and vows they make;
through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
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First Reading

Ruth 1: 16-17

But Ruth said,
“Do not press me to leave you
or to turn back from following you!
Where you go, I will go;
where you lodge, I will lodge;
your people shall be my people,
and your God my God.
Where you die, I will die—
there will I be buried.
May the LORD do thus and so to me,
and more as well,
if even death parts me from you!”
Lector:

The Word of the Lord

Second Reading

People:

Thanks be to God

1 Corinthians 13: 1-13

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge,
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give
away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I
gain nothing.
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the
truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as
for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but
when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to
childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know
only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and
love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.
Lector:

Homily

The Word of the Lord

People:

Thanks be to God

The Rev. Lisa Ahuja
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The Marriage
In the Name of God, I, Bettina, take you, Ibrahim, to be my husband,
to have and to hold from this day forward,
for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health,
to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.
In the Name of God, I, Ibrahim, take you, Bettina, to be my wife,
to have and to hold from this day forward,
for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health,
to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.
(The Celebrant may ask God’s blessing on rings as follows)
Bless, O Lord, these rings to be signs of the vows by which Ibrahim and Bettina have bound
themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Bettina, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow,
and with all that I am, and all that I have, I honor you,
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
(Then the Celebrant joins the right hands of the couple and says)
Now that Ibrahim and Bettina have given themselves to each other by solemn vows,
with the joining of hands and the giving and receiving of rings, I pronounce that they are wed
to one another, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Those
whom God has joined together let no one put asunder.
People:
Amen.

The Prayers
(all standing, the Celebrant says)
Let us pray together in the words our Savior taught us.
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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Let us pray.
Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of salvation, and giver of all grace: Look with
favor upon the world you have made, and for which your Son gave his life, and especially upon
Bettina and Ibrahim whom you make one flesh in Holy Matrimony. Amen.
Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each may be to the
other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy.
Amen.
Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your Spirit, that they
may grow in love and peace with you and one another all the days of their life. Amen.
Give them grace, when they hurt each other, to recognize and acknowledge their fault, and to seek
each other’s forgiveness and yours. Amen.
Make their life together a sign of Christ’s love to this sinful and broken world, that unity may
overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy conquer despair. Amen.
Bestow on them, if it is your will, the gift and heritage of children, and the grace to bring them up
to know you, to love you, and to serve you. Amen.
Give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection that they may reach out in love and concern
for others. Amen.
Grant that all married persons who have witnessed these vows may find their lives strengthened
and their loyalties confirmed. Amen.
Grant that the bonds of our common humanity, by which all your children are united one to
another, and the living to the dead, may be so transformed by your grace, that your will may be
done on earth as it is in heaven; where, O Father, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, you live and
reign in perfect unity, now and for ever.
Amen.
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The Blessing of the Marriage
(The People remain standing. The couple kneel, and the Celebrant says)
Most gracious God, we give you thanks for your tender love in sending Jesus Christ to come
among us, to be born of a human mother, and to make the way of the cross to be the way of life.
We thank you, also, for consecrating the union of two people in his Name. By the power of your
Holy Spirit, pour out the abundance of your blessing upon Ibrahim and Bettina.
Defend them from every enemy. Lead them into all peace. Let their love for each other be a seal
upon their hearts, a mantle about their shoulders, and a crown upon their foreheads. Bless them
in their work and in their companionship; in their sleeping and in their waking; in their joys and
in their sorrows; in their life and in their death. Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that table
where your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
(The couple still kneeling, the Celebrant adds this blessing)
God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord
mercifully with his favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace; that
you may faithfully live together in this life, and in the age to come have life everlasting. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant:
People:

The Peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

(The newly married couple then greet each other.)

Postlude

The Prince of Denmark’s March

Jeremiah Clarke (1674-1707)
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Dear family and friends,
We feel so lucky to be able to share our wedding day with you.
Although we are not all able to be physically together, we can feel the
love and support that you have provided us throughout our entire
relationship with us today. We hope you and those close to you are
doing well during these difficult times and cannot wait until we can be
together again to celebrate this, and all our blessings.
Love,
Bettina and Ibrahim
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH
EPISCOPAL CHURCH • DUPONT CIRCLE

Announcements for Sunday, November 8, 2020
A NOTE FROM OUR RECTOR
Dear Friends,
I’ve never hosted a four-hour vigil online, but did so
yesterday with members of our parish, students from Virginia
Theological Seminary, and members of St. Stephen and the
Incarnation. Sitting with others to sing, pray, read scripture,
listen to poetry, and be still was the perfect antidote for
anxious waiting. Each person brought a different gift to the
vigil, but through our words and the silence a message of
God’s ever presence with us, and the call to love our
neighbor came through.
God is present with us no matter the circumstances. Whether we perceive justice, love, and
peace breaking through or that our community has some work in front of us. God is with us.
And our work is to love our neighbors. We are charged to love all of our neighbors, not just
the ones who look like us or think like us, but all of them. What a charge! No matter the final
results of the election, we will be called upon to repair relationships and continue to lift up
Christ’s call for justice in our broken world.
Finally, I am thrilled that we have a wedding to look forward to this weekend in our Sunday
worship. As we witness the commitment and promises of Bettina and Ibrahim, we are
reminded of God’s goodness and presence with us. The story of Ruth that we will hear at
their marriage ceremony is a reminder of the call to build relationships with those who are
from different cultures and belief systems and to see goodness abound. To witness their
marriage, please do come to our website or our Facebook page for the clearest video
quality, as it will be live streamed.

God bless you,
Lisa+
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Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week.
Sunday, November 8:
10:30 am
11:15 am

CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE
Bettina Hager and Ibrahim Rizkalla
Worship (go to Facebook or website for best viewing of livestreamed marriage ceremony)
Coffee Hour on Zoom

Monday, November 9:
6:30-7:00 pm

Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.)

Tuesday, November 10:
6:30-7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.)
Study: Social Injustice and Religious Hypocrisy

Wednesday, November 11:
6:30-7:00 pm
Evening Worship with Taize Chant
Thursday, November 12:
5:45-6:30 pm
6:30-7:00 pm
Friday, November 13:
6:30-7:30 pm

Sunday, November 15:
9:30 am
10:30 am
11:15 am

Spanish Conversation Time with Al
Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.)

Yoga and Prayer (different Zoom link -please see announcement
below with details)

Study: Julian of Norwich
Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)
Coffee Hour on Zoom

Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.), Study, and Open Office
Hours.
Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718
Password: 151718th
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
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Invision, the Local Opera House without Walls presents:
The Gonzales Cantata
Our Interim Music Director Michael Lodico was the Music Director and Organist for this
performance.
Click here to watch.
A prayer as I put on my mask:
Creator,
as I prepare to go into the world,
help me to see the sacrament
in the wearing of this cloth—
let it be "an outward sign
of an inward grace"—
a tangible and visible way of living
love for my neighbors,
as I love myself.
Christ,
since my lips will be covered,
uncover my heart,
that people would see my smile
in the crinkles around my eyes.
Since my voice may be muffled,
help me to speak clearly,

not only with my words,
but with my actions.
Holy Spirit,
As the elastic touches my ears,
remind me to listen carefully—
and full of care—
to all those I meet.
May this simple piece of cloth be
shield and banner,
and each breath that it holds,
be filled with your love.
In your Name and
in that love,
I pray.
Amen
— Rev. Dr. Richard Bott, Moderator of the United Church of Canada
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WORSHIP AT ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL
Receiving the Holy Eucharist:
We will continue to gather each month to share holy
communion (bread only) outdoors in small groups. If you
would like to be added to a group, please email the Rev. Lisa
Ahuja. If you’ve already signed up, no need to sign up again.
Your Lay Eucharistic Minister will email you with a meeting
time and place. The dates for the fall distribution of Holy Communion November 15 and
December 13. If you would like to be in a virtual group that meets monthly and are not in
one of these groups, please sign up with Rev. Lisa.
Private Prayer in our Bishop Gene Robinson Chapel
Some of us miss prayer in our building. We now have someone in the office each weekday
from 10:30 am-3:30 pm. If you would like to come in to pray by yourself or with your family
unit, you are welcome to come during this window of time for private prayer. Please ring the
doorbell when you arrive. You’ll be required to fill out a covenant to be in the building and
asked to clean your space with sanitizing wipes.
Dr. Sandra T. Montes to visit on Wednesday, November 18
at 7:00 pm and preach on Sunday, November 22.
Sandra is the Interim Music Director at Union Theological
Seminary, and author of the book Becoming REAL And
Thriving in Ministry. Other Central DC churches will join us for
a discussion of Becoming REAL. If you’d like a copy of the
book, and order directly from Sandra she’d be happy to sign it.
She also included some fun stickers for my computer when I
ordered!
To order the book, please contact Dr. Sandra Montes at:
sandraTmontes@me.com
or text her at
(281) 361-8531
or contact her via social media
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STUDY AT ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL
The Showings of Julian of Norwich: A New
Translation
Sunday, November 15 and 22 at 9:30 am on Zoom
Join Rev. Lisa for a study on 14th century Theologian and
Mystic, Julian of Norwich. We will be using a more
contemporary translation of her showings written by
Mirabia Starr. All are welcome for one or both sessions!

Special Tuesday Series: Social Injustice and Religious Hypocrisy: Prophetic Protests
in Ancient Israel
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm; November 10, 17, and December 1 & 8

Are you interested in taking a "deeper dive" into the Scriptures? Here is an opportunity to
study selected biblical texts from some of the most important early Hebrew prophets –
Hosea, Amos, Isaiah, and Jeremiah – individuals whose fiery words and dramatic actions
shaped our Judeo-Christian views of social injustice and economic oppression.
These prophets announced God's judgment on kings and priests and on the wealthy and
the privileged, for their breach of God's covenant and for their religious hypocrisy – while
always holding out hope for those who will seek justice and return to the God who loves
them. This timely series will be offered by Bob Moluf and Murray Scheel on Tuesdays at
7:00 pm. on November 10, 17, and December 1 & 8.
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YOGA and PRAYER:
In Partnership with the Episcopal Diocese of Washington,
Evening Prayer on Fridays will be streamed from our building
We will gather weekly (via Zoom) to center and
ground ourselves with simple yoga and prayer. We
explore ancient psalms and contemporary poetry that
resonate in today’s world, within a framework drawn
from the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer. Yoga
poses and sequences take us more deeply into a
weekly theme.
The class is led from candlelit St. Thomas' Parish Dupont Circle. All students, regardless of
experience or ability, are welcome to share in the movements of the body and spirit. Roll out
your mats and sign onto Yoga and Prayer online.
About the Instructor:
The Rev. Diana V. Gustafson has led innovative yoga and prayer at a number of churches in the
Diocese of Washington. She is a Registered Yoga Teacher (500 -hour certificate) who trained at
several studios in the Washington area. She received her M.Div. from Virginia Theological
Seminary and most recently served as a Curate at All Souls Episcopal Church. This event is
hosted by the Episcopal Diocese of Washington and St. Thomas' on Dupont Circle.

A Zoom link will be emailed in advance of the start of each class.
Sign up using this link.

TAKE ACTION WITH ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL
Responding to Grief and Joy (and everything in between!) in our Community:
In this time when we cannot check in with one another face to face each week, you may
wish to respond to the grief or joy in our community by sending a greeting card or making a
phone call. If you do not have the individual’s contact information, please check Realm or
send your greeting card to that person ℅ our church. We will make sure to share with them.
•

Healing: Jerry Donohoe: Here is a link to his Caring Bridge page for
updates on his health: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerrydonahoe.

Tutors Needed:
We are looking to bring on Online Academic Tutors for rewarding volunteer work that can
make a difference in people's lives: tutor Hispanic teen parent students from Bell High
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School. Our clients are both not English speakers and high school teen parents. You are
welcome to help with English as well as the following subject: Essay Writing, Computer
Science, Physics, Calculus, Statistics, Trigonometry, and many more! Spanish fluency is not
necessary to be a tutor. For more information call or text Al Llanos cell 202-604-3084
TWO MORE WEEKS FOR CLOTHING DRIVE!
St. Thomas' is supporting three groups in need of warm clothing for the coming months: the
families from Central America who live in Columbia Heights; men who reside at Christ
House in Adams Morgan; and women and men from across the diocese who participate
with Samaritan Ministry.
Children's clothing may be gently used as well as new; the request for adults is for new
clothing, with the exception of shoes. If you have gently used adult clothing of any kind or
size, please know that we will forward it to other area programs where it will be greatly
appreciated.
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CHILDREN'S CLOTHING NEEDS:
Here are the sizes needed and the number of
children of each size:
newborn: 3
6 months: 1 girl
15-18 months: 2 girls and 1 boy
2t-4t: 7 boys and 8 girls
6t: 1 girl
Sizes 5-9: 2 girls and 2 boys
Size 8/10: 2 boys
Size 12/14: 1 girl and 1 boy
Size 12/16: 1 boy
Size 14/16: 6 girls
Junior XL: 1 boy, 2 girls
Adult Medium: 2 girls

ADULT CLOTHING NEEDS:
Men's and women's white underwear briefs, especially M and L, plus XL-2XL
Men's sweatpants, all sizes, especially M, XL, 2XL and 4XL
Men's crewneck sweatshirts, especially XL, 2XL and 3XL
Men's long-sleeved tops, XL or 2XL
Men's jeans, XL and 2XL
Men's winter hats and socks
Men's belts
We will collect the clothing through November 15. Please bring it to
the church office at 1517 18th Street, NW, and contact Nolan, our
Parish Administrator, to coordinate the drop off at 202 808 3326.
Please invite others to join us! Thank you for your generosity.
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If you have any questions or comments about the Gala, please contact:
Knight Champion
Knightchampion@me.com
202-236-3403
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It's Bulb-Planting Time!
Please join a small band of folks (we'll social distance) to plant tulip and
daffodil bulbs in front of the church. We'll gather at 10:00 am on Saturday,
November 21. Please bring gloves and a bulb-planter (if you have one).
Contact Carol at cscoonrod@gmail.com to confirm you'll be there or just
stop by to join the team or cheer us on.
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information:
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja
St. Thomas’ Parish
1517 18th Street NW
Washington, DC 20036
1-202-361-2018 (cell)
lahuja@stthomasdc.org
Celebrating Our November Birthdays
Vibha Sazawal (November 3)
Jessie Eddy (November 8)
Richard Sawyer (November 8)
Karen Garlick (November 21)
Jennifer Jue (November 28)
November Anniversaries
Bob and Lynn Moluf (November 2)
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at
administrator@stthomasdc.org.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Parish Prayer List
Charlotte Anderson
Anne Marie Bohler
Matthew Briggs
Annette Carver
Peggyann Cohen
Jerry Donahoe

Jan Harrison
Mark Herzog
Kristin Jones
Mike Knapp
Dave Kucharski
Linda Long-Jarosik

Steven Merrill
Donna Norman
Mary Ellen Reed
Bishop Gene Robinson
Victor Robinson

You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to: administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden
Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden
Jennie Allison, Treasurer
Jean Holman, Clerk
Jennie Allison, Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Bettina Hager,
Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, Gregory Zitterkob

Staff
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja

Rector

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson
Michael Lodico
Nolan DiFrancesco
Kimberly Davis
Clifford Bowens

Bishop in Residence
Interim Music Director
Administrator
Nursery Care Worker
Nursery Care Worker

lahuja@stthomasdc.org
cell: 202-361-2018
@BishopGRobinson
mlodico@stthomasdc.org
administrator@stthomasdc.org

St. Thomas’ Parish
1517 18 Street NW Washington, DC 20036 (202) 808-3326
www.stthomasdc.org  info@stthomasdc.org
th
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