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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  

     

 
 
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost – October 25, 2020 
Celebration of Confirmation and Reception 
 
Prelude   Prelude in C, BWV 545   J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
Opening Hymn 665    “All My Hope on God is Founded”            (all verses sung) 
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Opening Acclamation 
 
Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
Celebrant: There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People: There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People: One God and Creator of all. 
 

The Collect 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may 
obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

First Reading   Deuteronomy 34: 1-12 
 
Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is 
opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all 
Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, 
the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. 
The LORD said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 
saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall  
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not cross over there.” Then Moses, the servant of the LORD, died there in the land of Moab, 
at the LORD’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, 
but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred twenty years old when 
he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. The Israelites wept for Moses 
in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was ended. 

Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on him; 
and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to 
face. He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the LORD sent him to perform in 
the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and for all the 
mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all 
Israel. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 

Psalm 90: 1-6, 13-17 
 

1 Lord, you have been our refuge * 
from one generation to another. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or the land and the earth were born, * 
from age to age you are God. 

3 You turn us back to the dust and say, * 
"Go back, O child of earth." 

4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 
and like a watch in the night. 

5 You sweep us away like a dream; * 
we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 
in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

13 Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? * 
be gracious to your servants. 

14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * 
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * 
and the years in which we suffered adversity. 

16 Show your servants your works * 
and your splendor to their children. 

17 May the graciousness of the LORD our God be upon us; * 
prosper the work of our hands; 
prosper our handiwork. 
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Sequence    “Heleluyan” 
WLP 783     

 

 
 
The Holy Gospel   Matthew 22: 34-46 
 

Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and 
one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in 
the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do 
you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said 
to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 
 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, 
until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 
 

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, 
nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon      Bishop Mariann Budde 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon  
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The Baptismal Covenant and Confirmation and Reception 

 
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
Bishop: The Candidate will now be presented. 
Presenters:  We present Joaquin Marcus Jude Ignatius Fajardo and Thomas Francis Doolittle 

for Confirmation.  
 We present Amy Brown Doolittle and Alejandra Duarte for Reception. 
 
Bishop: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
Candidates:  I do. 
 
Bishop: Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Candidates: I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

Bishop: Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in 
their life in Christ? 

People:  We will. 
 
Bishop: Let us join with these persons who are committing themselves to Christ  

and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
 

The Baptismal Covenant 
 
Bishop:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Bishop: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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Bishop:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
Bishop: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,  

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 
 
Bishop: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,  

repent and return to the Lord? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 
 
Bishop: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People:  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Bishop: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor  

as yourself? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 
 
Bishop: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 

every human being? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 
 

Prayers for the Candidates 
 
Bishop: Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 
Leader:  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:  Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader:  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:  Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Then the Bishop says: 
 
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have 
overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have 
bound us to your service. Renew in this your servant the covenant you made with her/him at 
her/his Baptism. Send her/him forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you set 
before her/him; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Confirmation 
The Bishop lays hands upon the Candidate and says 
 
Strengthen, O Lord, your servant _______ with your Holy Spirit; 
empower her/him for your service; and sustain her/him all the days of her/his life. Amen. 
 
The Bishop concludes with this prayer 
 
Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over this your servant; let your Holy 
Spirit ever be with her/him; and so lead her/him in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, 
that she/he may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

Reception 

N., we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church, and we receive you into the fellowship 
of this Communion.  God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless, preserve, and keep you.  Amen. 

Bishop: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Offertory         “Lord, For Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake”          Richard Farrant (1530-1580) 
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The Great Thanksgiving  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

 
t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a 
new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world.  Therefore we 

praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent 
him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have 
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine.   

 

I 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with the ever Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas our patron and all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, 
Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

UR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from  
the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and forever.  Amen.  
 

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 

(The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.)  
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 
 
(The Celebrant says the following.) 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
 
 

O 
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Spiritual Communion Prayer 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all:  

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.  

 

St. Alphonsus de Liguori 

 
 

Post Communion Prayer                                                
 All pray together 
 
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united 
us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and 
on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 
love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Blessing    
Celebrant: Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and 

loves you as a mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing 
be with you always.  

People: Amen 

 
Dismissal  
Celebrant:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!  
People:  Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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Closing Hymn     “We Are Called”   

 

Postlude   Fugue in C, BWV 545   J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain.  
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for Sunday, October 25, 2020 

 

A NOTE FROM OUR PRIEST IN CHARGE 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

This weekend it will be our joy to welcome our bishop, The 
Rt. Rev. Mariann Budde back to St. Thomas’ Parish for 
worship. She will confirm Tom Doolittle and Jocko Fajardo, 
and receive Alex Duarte and Amy Doolittle. 
 
Please pray for our candidates for Confirmation and 
Reception, and also consider that you will also have the 
opportunity to renew your baptismal covenant during the 
service. 
 
Bishop Mariann has also agreed to have Lynn Moluf interview her for a short while after the 
service, which should be fun! This service will be livestreamed onto our Facebook page, 
and shared also on Zoom. Following the service we will have announcements and Coffee 
Hour on Zoom. 
 
God bless you, 
Lisa+ 
 
 
 
 
You are invited to witness the marriage of  
Bettina Hager and Ibrahim Rizkalla.  
They will be married at our 10:30 am Sunday 
worship service on November 8, 2020. Please join 
via our Facebook page or Zoom. 
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Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 

 

Sunday, October 25: Bishop’s Visit and Confirmation with Holy Communion 

 Distribution of Holy Communion in Groups 
10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)  

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom  

 5:00 pm  Vestry Meeting with Bishop Mariann 

 

Monday, October 26:  

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

  

Tuesday, October 27: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 7:00 pm  Study: Social Injustice and Religious Hypocrisy 

  

Wednesday, October 28: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship with Taize Chant 

 7:00-8:00 pm  Study: Grief 

 

Thursday, October 29: 

 5:45-6:30 pm    Spanish Conversation Time with Al 

 6:30-7:00 pm    Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Friday, October 30: 

6:30-7:30 pm  Yoga and Prayer (different Zoom link -please see 

announcement below with details) 

6:30 pm Wacky Halloween Dessert Contest 

 

Saturday, October 31: 

 12:00-7:00 pm Outdoor All Saints Altar 

 6:30 pm  All Hallows’ Eve Evening Prayer 

 

Sunday, November 1: ALL SAINTS DAY 

10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)  

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom  

 12:00-7:00 pm  Outdoor All Saints Altar 
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Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open Office Hours. 

 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 

Password: 151718th  

     Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

Dial by your location 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 

 

WORSHIP AT ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL 

 
Allhallowtide Celebrations 

 
This year, we will have a series of events to celebrate Allhallowtide, the triduum of All Saints 

Eve, All Saints Day, and All Souls Day. 

• On Friday, October 30 at 6:30 pm, we'll have a Wacky 

Halloween Dessert Contest on the Worship Zoom at 6:30 pm. Make your wackiest 

Halloween dessert and see if you're the winner! 

• On Saturday, October 31 at 6:30 pm, we'll have an All Hallow's Eve Evening 

Prayer on Zoom 

• On Sunday, November 1 at 10:30 pm, we'll celebrate All Saints Day during our 

Sunday worship on Zoom and Facebook Live. 

• On Monday, November 2 at 6:30 pm, we'll celebrate an All Souls Day Evening 

Prayer on Zoom. 

 

We celebrate these feast days to remember our loved ones who have passed. 

 

On Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, the church building will have an All Saints Altar outside 

from noon to 7:00 pm. There will be a special mural painted on the glass with the names of 

loved ones who passed this year and those who have died in the fight for Justice and 

Equality. 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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At the altar, you can write a loved one's name and attach a marigold to place on the altar. 

Marigolds are the flower symbolizing the Day of the Dead in Mexico.  There will also be a 

craft activity for children. 

 

Please consider signing up to sit vigil inside the lobby to monitor the inside altar and pray.   

There will be slots from noon to 7:00 pm on Saturday and Sunday, October 31 and 

November 1. 

 

Use the Google spreadsheet link below to sign up for a vigil time and submit your loved 

one's name for the mural. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xZeYmqd6C72mAXBW06Dz5vbvYn30Sz3avF_FEE7-

nkI/edit?ts=5f91edd6&gxids=7628 
 

Receiving the Holy Eucharist:  
We will continue to gather each month to share holy 
communion (bread only) outdoors in small groups. If you 
would like to be added to a group, please email the Rev. Lisa 
Ahuja. If you’ve already signed up, no need to sign up again. 
Your Lay Eucharistic Minister will email you with a meeting 
time and place. The dates for the fall distribution of Holy Communion November 15 and 
December 13. If you would like to be in a virtual group that meets monthly and are not in 
one of these groups, please sign up with Rev. Lisa. 
 

 
Private Prayer in our Bishop Gene Robinson Chapel 
Some of us miss prayer in our building. We now have someone in the office each weekday 
from 10:30 am-3:30 pm. If you would like to come in to pray by yourself or with your family 
unit, you are welcome to come during this window of time for private prayer. Please ring the 
doorbell when you arrive.  You’ll be required to fill out a covenant to be in the building and 
asked to clean your space with sanitizing wipes.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xZeYmqd6C72mAXBW06Dz5vbvYn30Sz3avF_FEE7-nkI/edit?ts=5f91edd6&gxids=7628
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xZeYmqd6C72mAXBW06Dz5vbvYn30Sz3avF_FEE7-nkI/edit?ts=5f91edd6&gxids=7628
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STUDY AT ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL 

 

Two Weekly Opportunities 

This fall we have dedicated two primary times for study in our community. First, we will offer 
a study most Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:15 using Zoom. We will offer a study most 
Wednesday evenings following the Evening Worship, which will start at 7:00 pm. Please see 
the calendars below for our study. Most of our studies are designed for your short-term 
commitment to a series or participation in an individual session. 
 
 
Individual and Collective Grief with David Hoover 
  

Wednesday from 7-8 pm on October 28 
 
Psychotherapist and Spiritual Director, David Hoover, will lead a three-week series on grief. 
Our first two sessions will include tools and teaching on our individual grief, after the loss of 
an important relationship or loved one. Our third session will focus on the collective grief we 
share as a community with racism, division in our nation, and the COVID-19 pandemic. You 
are welcome to come to any of the sessions, and there is no work required to participate. 
You may like to bring something to jot down important notes to assist you with your grieving 
process. 
 
David Hoover is a psychotherapist in private practice, a spiritual 
director and frequent leader of workshops and conferences. He 
grew up as a Methodist preacher’s kid in Virginia. After receiving 
double master’s degrees in Divinity and Social Work, he was 
confirmed in the Episcopal Church in 1982. He has been an active 
lay parishioner in Kentucky, Southern California, Arizona, St John’s 
Lafayette Square and Christ Church, Alexandria, Virginia. He is 
currently a member of St Paul’s Episcopal Church, Richmond. David 
is a certified Brenee Brown Facilitator and conversant in The Way of 
Love curriculum. He and his husband, William Bradley Roberts, 
have been together for 36 years. They have one son and two 
teenage grand-daughters, all living in Richmond. 
 
 

Sun. Study 
 
November 8-29 

9:30 – 10:15 am 
 
Julian of Norwich 

 

Wed. Study 
 
October 28 
 

7:00 – 7:45 pm 
 
Grief - Collective 
 

 

           DAVID HOOVER 
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The Thirteen – Virtual Concert held at St. Thomas’ Parish this Saturday 

St. Thomas’ will be hosting a livestream from our nave of a concert of music by Schütz and 
Schoenberg titled Sorrow to the 
Stars, performed by the professional chamber 
choir The Thirteen.  The livestream will be on 
Saturday, October 24th at 7:30 pm, and then 
available to view on demand until October 
30th at midnight.  The Thirteen is pleased to 
offer a discount code for St. Thomas’ 
parishioners to experience the performance 
for $15 per household using the discount code 
STTHOMAS15.  Tickets may be purchased 
at Thethirteenchoir.org 
 
 
Special Tuesday Series: Social Injustice and Religious Hypocrisy: Prophetic Protests 
in Ancient Israel  
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm; October 27, November 3, 10, 17, and December 1 & 8 

 
Are you interested in taking a "deeper dive" into the Scriptures? Here is an opportunity to 
study selected biblical texts from some of the most important early Hebrew prophets – 
Hosea, Amos, Isaiah, and Jeremiah – individuals whose fiery words and dramatic actions 
shaped our Judeo-Christian views of social injustice and economic oppression. 
 
These prophets announced God's judgment on kings and priests and on the wealthy and 
the privileged, for their breach of God's covenant and for their religious hypocrisy – while 
always holding out hope for those who will seek justice and return to the God who loves 
them. 
 
This timely series will be offered by Bob Moluf and Murray Scheel on Tuesdays at 7:00 
pm. on October 27, November 3, 10, 17, and December 1 & 8. 
 

http://thethirteenchoir.org/
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YOGA and PRAYER: 
In Partnership with the Episcopal Diocese of Washington,  
Evening Prayer on Fridays will be streamed from our building  
We will gather weekly (via Zoom) to center and ground ourselves 
with simple yoga and prayer. We explore ancient psalms and 
contemporary poetry that resonate in today’s world, within a framework drawn from the 
Episcopal Book of Common Prayer. Yoga poses and sequences take us more deeply into a 
weekly theme. 

The class is led from candlelit St. Thomas' Parish Dupont Circle. All students, regardless of 
experience or ability, are welcome to share in the movements of the body and spirit. Roll out 
your mats and sign onto Yoga and Prayer online. 
 
About the Instructor: 
The Rev. Diana V. Gustafson has led innovative yoga and prayer at a number of churches 
in the Diocese of Washington. She is a Registered Yoga Teacher (500 -hour certificate) who 
trained at several studios in the Washington area. She received her M.Div. from Virginia 
Theological Seminary and most recently served as a Curate at All Souls Episcopal Church. 
This event is hosted by the Episcopal Diocese of Washington and St. Thomas' on Dupont 
Circle.  
A Zoom link will be emailed in advance of the start of each class. 
Sign up here:  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/yoga-and-prayer-finding-sacred-ground-in-a-fractured-world-
registration-117185243217  
 
 
 
 

 

TAKE ACTION WITH ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL 

 

Responding to Grief and Joy (and everything in between!) in our Community: 
In this time when we cannot check in with one another face to face each week, you may 
wish to respond to the grief or joy in our community by sending a greeting card or making a 
phone call. If you do not have the individual’s contact information, please check Realm or 
send your greeting card to that person ℅ our church. We will make sure to share with them. 
 

• Healing: Jerry Donohoe: Here is a link to his Caring Bridge page for 
updates on his health: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerrydonahoe.  

 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/yoga-and-prayer-finding-sacred-ground-in-a-fractured-world-registration-117185243217
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/yoga-and-prayer-finding-sacred-ground-in-a-fractured-world-registration-117185243217
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerrydonahoe
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Tutors Needed:  
We are looking to bring on Online Academic Tutors for rewarding volunteer work that can 
make a difference in people's lives: tutor Hispanic teen parent students from Bell High 
School. Our clients are both not English speakers and high school teen parents. You are 
welcome to help with English as well as the following subject: Essay Writing, Computer  
 
Science, Physics, Calculus, Statistics, Trigonometry, and many more! Spanish fluency is not 
necessary to be a tutor. For more information call or text Al Llanos cell 202-604-3084 
 
Double Mattress Needed 
Dear Friends,  
A young family is in need of a double mattress, new or gently used. Please be in touch with 
Rev. Lisa or Al Llanos if you have one to donate.  
 
Al Llanos: AlLlanosDC@gmail.com  
 
CLOTHING DRIVE FOR COLDER WEATHER CONTINUES 
St. Thomas' is supporting three groups in need of warm clothing for the coming months: the 
families from Central America who live in Columbia Heights; men who reside at Christ 
House in Adams Morgan; and women and men from across the diocese who participate 
with Samaritan Ministry. 
 
Children's clothing may be gently used as well as new; the request for adults is for new 
clothing, with the exception of shoes.  If you have gently used adult clothing of any kind or 
size, please know that we will forward it to other area programs where it will be greatly 
appreciated. 
 

mailto:AlLlanosDC@gmail.com
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CHILDREN'S CLOTHING NEEDS: 
Here are the sizes needed and the number of children of each size: 

newborn: 3 
6 months: 1 girl 
15-18 months: 2 girls and 1 boy  
2t-4t: 7 boys and 8 girls 
6t: 1 girl 
Sizes 5-9: 2 girls and 2 boys  
Size 8/10: 2 boys 
Size 12/14: 1 girl and 1 boy 
Size 12/16: 1 boy 
Size 14/16: 6 girls 
Junior XL: 1 boy, 2 girls 
Adult Medium: 2 girls 

 
ADULT CLOTHING NEEDS: 

Men's and women's white underwear briefs, especially M and L, plus XL-2XL 
Men's sweatpants, all sizes, especially M, XL, 2XL and 4XL  
Men's crewneck sweatshirts, especially XL, 2XL and 3XL  
Men's long-sleeved tops, XL or 2XL 
Men's jeans, XL and 2XL 
Men's athletic shoes, size 12 (new or gently used) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We will collect the clothing throughout October.  Please bring it to the church office at 1517 
18th Street, NW, and contact Nolan, our Parish Administrator, to coordinate the drop off at 
202 808 3326. 
 
Please invite others to join us!  
 
Thank you for your generosity. 
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Election Day Prayer Presence at Voting Places 
Bishop Mariann has invited congregations to be part of a diocese-wide prayerful presence 
at polling stations on Tuesday, November 3. She reminds us that one antidote to anxiety is 
prayer, and by November 3, virtually everyone’s anxiety will probably be sky high! 
 
Bishop Mariann suggests that we form small groups to quietly pray for our democracy and 
all those exercising their right to vote at selected polling stations. The diocese has created 
signs (in both English and Spanish) that we can use during our prayer witness time. 
 
If this is something you’d like to consider doing with others from St. Thomas’, please sign up 
here and within the next couple of weeks, we’ll organize ourselves for the big day! 
 

 

https://vote.gov/ 
 

https://forms.gle/snDRMh4rcD25pjrT9
https://forms.gle/snDRMh4rcD25pjrT9
https://vote.gov/
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 
1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

 
Celebrating Our October Birthdays 

 

Jennifer Mahle (October 1) 

Felecia Williams (October 18) 

Sally Pei (October 19) 

Jennie Allison (October 21) 
       

October Anniversaries 

 

Lisa and Salil Ahuja (October 2) 
Jessie Brewster and Leti Eddy (October 5) 

 
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
 
Charlotte Anderson 
Anne Marie Bohler 
Matthew Briggs 
Annette Carver 
Peggyann Cohen 
Jerry Donahoe 

Jan Harrison 
Mark Herzog 
Kristin Jones 
Mike Knapp 
Dave Kucharski 
Linda Long-Jarosik 

Donna Norman 
Mary Ellen Reed 
Bishop Gene Robinson 
Harvey Snyder 

 
 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden 

Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden 

Jennie Allison, Treasurer 

Jean Holman, Clerk 

Jennie Allison, Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Bettina Hager,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, Gregory Zitterkob 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Priest-in Charge lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson Bishop in Residence @BishopGRobinson 

Michael Lodico Interim Music Director mlodico@stthomasdc.org 

Nolan DiFrancesco Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           Nursery Care Worker  

 
 

  

 

   

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


