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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  

ONLINE SERVICE 

     

                                     
 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost – October 18, 2020 
 
Opening Hymn      “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”            (all verses sung) 
LEVAS 136 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant:  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
The Collect 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: Preserve 
the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast 
faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

First Reading   Exodus 33: 12-23 
 
Moses said to the LORD, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not 
let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you 
have also found favor in my sight.’ Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your 
ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is 
your people.” He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” And he said to 
him, “If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be known 
that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we 
shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of the earth.” 
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The LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found 
favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” And 
he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, 
‘The LORD’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom 
I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live.” 
And the LORD continued, “See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock; and 
while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my 
hand until I have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my 
face shall not be seen.” 
 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 

 
Psalm 99 
 

1 The LORD is King; 
let the people tremble; * 
he is enthroned upon the cherubim; 
let the earth shake. 

2 The LORD is great in Zion; * 
he is high above all peoples. 

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * 
he is the Holy One. 

4 "O mighty King, lover of justice, 
you have established equity; * 
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob." 

5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 
and fall down before his footstool; * 
he is the Holy One. 

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, 
and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, * 
they called upon the LORD, and he answered them. 

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * 
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 

8 O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; * 
you were a God who forgave them, 
yet punished them for their evil deeds. 

9 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 
and worship him upon his holy hill; * 
for the LORD our God is the Holy One. 
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The Holy Gospel   Matthew 22: 15-22 
 

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the 
way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard 
people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, 
or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you 
hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he 
said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then 
he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to 
God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him 
and went away. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 

 
The Sermon      The Rev. Lisa Ahuja  
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon  

  
 
Prayers of the People                                              written by Jennie Allison 
 
O Lord, we pray for our world community– those of us who are members of the church and those 
who aren’t. That we all may know we are one and loved and accepted by you. Pray for our church 
leaders. 

Silence 

Holy God, we pray for this nation and the upcoming election. Show us that there is more that 
unites us than divides us; that we may heal and be one people with joyful hearts whose sole desire 
is to be an instrument of your will. Pray for unity. 

Silence 

Heavenly Father, we pray for all who are suffering, those with support and those without. That we 
learn to be kind to ourselves, accepting that this human experience isn’t always easy and that we 
may always help each other along the way – knowing that we should lean on you. Pray for those on 
our parish prayer list. 

Silence 

Almighty Father, we pray for those who have influenced our lives and are no longer here. That we 
carry their memories with happiness and know that we will be reunited someday in your glory and 
light. Pray for the departed. 

Silence 
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Most Loving God, we give thanks for the gift of this life and the beauty in it – for the gifts of 
community, solitude, song, silence, laughter, tears, blue skies, gray skies, and all that’s in between. 
Help us notice the little things our surroundings and world are made of and remember all are part 
of your creation. 

Silence.  

 
The Peace  
Celebrant: The Peace of Christ be always with you.   
All: And also with you.  
 
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.  
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

UR FATHER IN HEAVEN,       
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from  
the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Spiritual Communion Prayer 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all:  
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

O 
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Closing Hymn 605   “What Does the Lord Require”   
 

 
 

Blessing    
 
Celebrant: Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and 

loves you as a mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing 
be with you always.  

People: Amen 

 
Dismissal  
 
Celebrant:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!  
People:  Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain.  
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for Sunday, October 18, 2020 

 

A NOTE FROM OUR PRIEST IN CHARGE 

 

God of all, we pray to you for N., and for all those whom 
we love but see no longer. Grant to them eternal rest. Let 

light perpetual shine upon them. May their soul and the souls 
of all the departed, through the mercy of God,  

rest in peace. 
Amen. 

 

Dear Friends,  
 
Last Wednesday night, David Hoover joined us for a time of 
study on grief. My experience of this hour together with members of our parish was quite 
beautiful. David shared some information about the grieving process and reminded us of the 
different types of loss we experience. Loss of a family member, friend, partner, relationship, 
job, way of life, normalcy before the pandemic, and more. He did some teaching, but also 
created a safe space for our sharing of our individual grief. Goodness came from the 
sharing of grief because things felt a little lighter in this shared experience. I invite you to 
join us in the next two Wednesdays to continue this conversation and continue being with 
one another. We will be discussing individual and collective grief. You will see his bio below.  
 
While we remember those who have died each week in our prayer life, we do so on All 
Saints Day (November 1) and All Souls Day each year through a variety of customs and our 
worship. I understand that our parish has a custom of remembering those who have died by 
listing names and sending in photos. This year because we will be worshiping online, we 
have a small group that will create an outdoor altar to remember those who came before us. 
They will also paint the doors on 18th Street (with easy to remove paint for windows!). They 
will add the names of those who we remember on the windows and may include photos and 
icons on the altar. We will include all of the names of those who have died in the last year 
from our prayer list, and we invite you to share any additional names of those you are 
remembering this year. If you’d like a picture included, please send it to me. You may also 
stop by the altar October 31 through November 2 from 12-7 pm if you’d like to light a candle, 
pray, or add a name.   
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We are looking for people to sign up to sit vigil at the altar and assist visitors with candles or 
supplies (in a distanced way.) Please use this link to sign up to sit vigil and/or submit names 
of those who have died. Names will be added to the windows on Saturday, October 24. 
https://forms.gle/3dHAhAATt2cuetuE7 
 
Please know that if you’d like extra tools for grief you are carrying, I am happy to have a 
chat and I can share references for local therapists or spiritual directors. 
 
God bless you, 
Lisa+ 
 
 
 

Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 

 

Sunday, October 18: Outdoor Worship at the Washington National Cathedral 

Amphitheater 
9:00 am  Worship at National Cathedral 

10:30 am   Worship (Zoom or Facebook streaming of the service)  

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom  

 3:00 pm  Exploring our Faith Class: Your Ministry 

 

Monday, October 19:  

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

  

Tuesday, October 20: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

  

Wednesday, October 21: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship with Taize Chant 

 7:00-8:00 pm  Study: Grief 

 

Thursday, October 22: 

 5:45-6:30 pm    Spanish Conversation Time with Al 

 6:30-7:00 pm    Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Friday, October 23: 

6:30-7:30 pm  Yoga and Prayer (different Zoom link -please see 

announcement below with details) 

 

https://forms.gle/3dHAhAATt2cuetuE7
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Sunday, October 25: Bishop’s Visit and Confirmation with Holy Communion 
10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)  

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom  

 5:00 pm  Vestry Meeting with Bishop Mariann 

 
Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open Office Hours. 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 

Password: 151718th  

     Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

Dial by your location 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 

 

WORSHIP AT ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL 

 
Receiving the Holy Eucharist:  
We will continue to gather each month to share holy 
communion (bread only) outdoors in small groups. If you 
would like to be added to a group, please email the Rev. Lisa 
Ahuja. If you’ve already signed up, no need to sign up again. 
Your Lay Eucharistic Minister will email you with a meeting 
time and place. The dates for the fall distribution of Holy Communion are October 25 (next 
Sunday), November 15, and December 13. If you would like to be in a virtual group that 
meets monthly and are not in one of these groups, please sign up with Rev. Lisa. 
 

 
Private Prayer in our Bishop Gene Robinson Chapel 
Some of us miss prayer in our building. We now have someone in the office each weekday 
from 10:30 am-3:30 pm. If you would like to come in to pray by yourself or with your family 
unit, you are welcome to come during this window of time for private prayer. Please ring the 
doorbell when you arrive.  You’ll be required to fill out a covenant to be in the building and 
asked to clean your space with sanitizing wipes.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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STUDY AT ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL 

 

Two Weekly Opportunities 

This fall we have dedicated two primary times for study in our community. First, we will offer 
a study most Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:15 using Zoom. We will offer a study most 
Wednesday evenings following the Evening Worship, which will start at 7:00 pm. Please see 
the calendars below for our study. Most of our studies are designed for your short-term 
commitment to a series or participation in an individual session. 
 
 
 
Individual and Collective Grief with David Hoover 
  

Wednesdays from 7-8 pm on October 21, 28 
 
Psychotherapist and Spiritual Director, David Hoover, will lead a three-week series on grief. 
Our first two sessions will include tools and teaching on our individual grief, after the loss of 
an important relationship or loved one. Our third session will focus on the collective grief we 
share as a community with racism, division in our nation, and the COVID-19 pandemic. You 
are welcome to come to any of the sessions, and there is no work required to participate. 
You may like to bring something to jot down important notes to assist you with your grieving 
process. 
 
David Hoover is a psychotherapist in private practice, a spiritual 
director and frequent leader of workshops and conferences. He 
grew up as a Methodist preacher’s kid in Virginia. After receiving 
double master’s degrees in Divinity and Social Work, he was 
confirmed in the Episcopal Church in 1982. He has been an active 
lay parishioner in Kentucky, Southern California, Arizona, St John’s 
Lafayette Square and Christ Church, Alexandria, Virginia. He is 
currently a member of St Paul’s Episcopal Church, Richmond. David 
is a certified Brenee Brown Facilitator and conversant in The Way of 
Love curriculum. He and his husband, William Bradley Roberts, 
have been together for 36 years. They have one son and two 
teenage grand-daughters, all living in Richmond. 
 
 

Sun. Study 
 
November 8-29 

9:30 – 10:15 am 
 
Julian of Norwich 

 

Wed. Study 
 
October 21 
October 28 
 

7:00 – 7:45 pm 
 
Grief – Individual 
Grief - Collective 
 

           David Hoover 
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The Thirteen – Virtual Concert held at St. Thomas’ Parish this Saturday 

St. Thomas’ will be hosting a livestream from our nave of a concert of music by Schütz and 
Schoenberg titled Sorrow to the Stars, performed by 
the professional chamber choir The Thirteen.  The 
livestream will be on Saturday, October 24th at 7:30 
pm, and then available to view on demand until 
October 30th at midnight.  The Thirteen is pleased to 
offer a discount code for St. Thomas’ parishioners to 
experience the performance for $15 per household 
using the discount code STTHOMAS15.  Tickets may 
be purchased at Thethirteenchoir.org 
 
Special Tuesday Study series:  
Social Injustice and Religious Hypocrisy: Prophetic Protests in Ancient Israel  
This special series will be offered by Bob Moluf and Murray Scheel on Tuesdays at 7:00 pm. 
October 27, November 3, 10, 17, and December 1 & 8. 
 
YOGA and PRAYER: 
In Partnership with the Episcopal Diocese of Washington,  
Evening Prayer on Fridays will be streamed from our building  
We will gather weekly (via Zoom) to center and ground ourselves with simple yoga and 
prayer. We explore ancient psalms and contemporary 
poetry that resonate in today’s world, within a framework 
drawn from the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer. Yoga 
poses and sequences take us more deeply into a weekly 
theme. 

The class is led from candlelit St. Thomas' Parish Dupont 
Circle. All students, regardless of experience or ability, are welcome to share in the 
movements of the body and spirit. Roll out your mats and sign onto Yoga and Prayer online. 
 
About the Instructor: 
The Rev. Diana V. Gustafson has led innovative yoga and prayer at a number of churches 
in the Diocese of Washington. She is a Registered Yoga Teacher (500 -hour certificate) who 
trained at several studios in the Washington area. She received her M.Div. from Virginia 
Theological Seminary and most recently served as a Curate at All Souls Episcopal Church. 
This event is hosted by the Episcopal Diocese of Washington and St. Thomas' on Dupont 
Circle.  
A Zoom link will be emailed in advance of the start of each class. 
Sign up here:  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/yoga-and-prayer-finding-sacred-ground-in-a-fractured-world-
registration-117185243217  

http://thethirteenchoir.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/yoga-and-prayer-finding-sacred-ground-in-a-fractured-world-registration-117185243217
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/yoga-and-prayer-finding-sacred-ground-in-a-fractured-world-registration-117185243217
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TAKE ACTION WITH ST. THOMAS’ THIS FALL 

 

Responding to Grief and Joy (and everything in between!) in our Community: 
In this time when we cannot check in with one another face to face each week, you may 
wish to respond to the grief or joy in our community by sending a greeting card or making a 
phone call. If you do not have the individual’s contact information, please check Realm or 
send your greeting card to that person ℅ our church. We will make sure to share with them. 
 

• Healing: Jerry Donohoe: Here is a link to his Caring Bridge page for updates 
on his health: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerrydonahoe.  

 

Tutors Needed:  
We are looking to bring on Online Academic Tutors for rewarding volunteer work that can 
make a difference in people's lives: tutor Hispanic teen parent students from Bell High 
School. Our clients are both not English speakers and high school teen parents. You are 
welcome to help with English as well as the following subject: Essay Writing, Computer 
Science, Physics, Calculus, Statistics, Trigonometry, and many more! Spanish fluency is not 
necessary to be a tutor. For more information call or text Al Llanos cell 202-604-3084 
 
United Planning Organization Needs 
 
Dear Friends,  
Good news to report from St. Thomas’ Member, Al. UPO’s daycare has opened up, and 
families we have been assisting with formula, diapers, and wipes are now receiving these 
items from UPO. We will be collecting winter clothing for the children, but do not need 
diapers and formula at this time. 
 
Thank you for your participation in caring for our community! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerrydonahoe
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CLOTHING DRIVE FOR COLDER WEATHER CONTINUES 
St. Thomas' is supporting three groups in need of warm clothing for the coming months: the 
families from Central America who live in Columbia Heights; men who reside at Christ 
House in Adams Morgan; and women and men from across the diocese who participate 
with Samaritan Ministry. 
 
Children's clothing may be gently used as well as new; the request for adults is for new 
clothing, with the exception of shoes.  If you have gently used adult clothing of any kind or 
size, please know that we will forward it to other area programs where it will be greatly 
appreciated. 
 

CHILDREN'S CLOTHING NEEDS: 
Here are the sizes needed and the number of children of each size: 

newborn: 3 
6 months: 1 girl 
15-18 months: 2 girls and 1 boy 
2t-4t: 7 boys and 8 girls 
6t: 1 girl 
Sizes 5-9: 2 girls and 2 boys  
Size 8/10: 2 boys 
Size 12/14: 1 girl and 1 boy 
Size 12/16: 1 boy 
Size 14/16: 6 girls 
Junior XL: 1 boy, 2 girls 
Adult Medium: 2 girls 
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ADULT CLOTHING NEEDS: 

Men's and women's white underwear briefs, especially M and L, plus XL-2XL 
Men's sweatpants, all sizes, especially M, XL, 2XL and 4XL  
Men's crewneck sweatshirts, especially XL, 2XL and 3XL 
Men's long-sleeved tops, XL or 2XL 
Men's jeans, XL and 2XL 
Men's athletic shoes, size 12 (new or gently used) 

 
We will collect the clothing throughout October.  Please bring it to the 
church office at 1517 18th Street, NW, and contact Nolan, our Parish Administrator, to 
coordinate the drop off at 202 808 3326. 
 
Please invite others to join us!  
 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
 

 
 

Election Day Prayer Presence at Voting Places 
Bishop Mariann has invited congregations to be part of a diocese-wide prayerful presence 
at polling stations on Tuesday, November 3. She reminds us that one antidote to anxiety is 
prayer, and by November 3, virtually everyone’s anxiety will probably be sky high! 
 
Bishop Mariann suggests that we form small groups to quietly pray for our democracy and 
all those exercising their right to vote at selected polling stations. The diocese has created 
signs (in both English and Spanish) that we can use during our prayer witness time. 
 
If this is something you’d like to consider doing with others from St. Thomas’, please sign up 
here and within the next couple of weeks, we’ll organize ourselves for the big day! 

https://forms.gle/snDRMh4rcD25pjrT9
https://forms.gle/snDRMh4rcD25pjrT9
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https://vote.gov/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vote.gov/
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 
1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

 
Celebrating Our October Birthdays 

 

Jennifer Mahle (October 1) 

Felecia Williams (October 18) 

Sally Pei (October 19) 

Jennie Allison (October 21) 
       

October Anniversaries 

 

Lisa and Salil Ahuja (October 2) 
Jessie Brewster and Leti Eddy (October 5) 

 
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
 
Anne Marie Bohler 
Matthew Briggs 
Annette Carver 
Peggyann Cohen 
Jerry Donahoe 
Gianna 
Jan Harrison 
 

Mark Herzog 
Kristin Jones 
Mike Knapp 
Dave Kucharski 
Donna Norman 
Elizabeth Powers-Brown 
Mary Ellen Reed 
 

Bishop Gene Robinson 
Frank Sissons 
Lucille Sissons 
Harvey Snyder 
 

For the repose of the soul of: 

Barbara Vogel 
 

  

 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden 

Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden 

Jennie Allison, Treasurer 

Jean Holman, Clerk 

Jennie Allison, Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Bettina Hager,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, Gregory Zitterkob 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Priest-in Charge lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson Bishop in Residence @BishopGRobinson 

Michael Lodico Interim Music Director mlodico@stthomasdc.org 

Nolan DiFrancesco Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           Nursery Care Worker  

 
 

  

 

   

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


