ST. THOMAS’ PARISH
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

DUPONT CIRCLE

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost – August 23, 2020
Opening Hymn 302

“Father, We Thank Thee”

(all verses sung)
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Opening Acclamation
Celebrant:
People:

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

Song of Praise – Dignus es

Benjamin Pearce Straley (b. 1986)

(Congregation sings with choir at the congregational refrain)
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The Collect
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit,
may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading

Exodus 1: 8 – 2:10

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look,
the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal
shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight
against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress
them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the
more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came
to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and
made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor.
They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the
other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the
birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But the midwives feared
God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the
king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and
allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are
not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes
to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very
strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh
commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the
Nile, but you shall let every girl live.”
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived
and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When
she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen
and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His
sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside
the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she
opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be one of
the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and
get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said
to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her,
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“Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the
child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and
she took him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the
water.”
Lector:

The Word of the Lord

People:

Thanks be to God

Psalm 124

(recited by all)

1 If the LORD had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;
2 If the LORD had not been on our side, *
when enemies rose up against us;
3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their fierce anger toward us;
4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
and the torrent gone over us;
5 Then would the raging waters *
have gone right over us.
6 Blessed be the LORD! *
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.
7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.
8 Our help is in the Name of the LORD, *
the maker of heaven and earth.

The Holy Gospel
Celebrant:
People:

Matthew 16: 13-20
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you
say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
Celebrant:

The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you Lord Christ.
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Reflections on the Fire of 1970

Barbara Hays
Sacristan and Archivist, St. Thomas' Parish

Reflection: Remembering Our Past While Looking Forward

Jessie Eddy
Senior Warden, St. Thomas’ Parish
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Prayers of the People for the 50th Anniversary of the Fire
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
(Silence)
For all people in their daily life and work;

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Mariann and Chilton our Bishops; for all of the members
and clergy who have served our St. Thomas’ Parish since our founding. We remember especially
today those clergy and lay members of this parish who responded to the fire fifty years ago with a
vision for continuing community in the name of Christ. We remember the many members of our
community, past and present, who have labored together and given generously for the building up
of our parish and new building.

For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. We remember those who are on our
parish prayer list. We ask you to hear our prayers named in silence or shared in the chat box or
comments today.
(Silence)
(The People may add their own petitions)
Hear us, Lord;

For your mercy is great.
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We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
We give you thanks, Lord, for the blessings in our new community,
for the new babies in our parish and the new families we have welcomed online.
For the joy of welcoming some members back into our church.
For this time to remember our history.
For the lessons learned in recent years while constructing our building, that during this pandemic
we know how to be your body and stay connected while in many locations.
(Silence)
(The People may add their own thanksgivings aloud or in the chat or comment box.)
We will exalt you, O God our King;

And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in
your eternal kingdom.

Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins to God.
(Silence may be kept)
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your
love and serve only your will. Amen.

Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant: The Peace of Christ be always with you.
All: And also with you.
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.

Farewell Blessing for Doug Evans
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Offertory Anthem

“O For a Closer Walk”

C.V. Stanford (1852-1924)

O for a closer walk with God,
A calm and heavenly frame;
A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the lamb!
Return, O holy dove, return,
Sweet messenger of rest;
I hate the sins that made thee mourn,
And drove thee from my breast.
So shall my walk be close with God,
Calm and serene my frame;
So purer light shall mark the road
That leads me to the lamb.
Words by William Cowper

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

I

t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in
your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Holy, Holy, Holy
LEVAS 255

Grayson Warren Brown
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent
him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from
your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with the ever Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas our patron and all your saints,
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours,
Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer – WLP 864

Owen Burdick
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The Breaking of the Bread
(The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.)
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia
(The Celebrant says the following.)
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
14

Spiritual Communion Prayer
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving
Holy Communion. The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all:
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

Blessing
Celebrant:
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a
mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always.
Amen

Dismissal
Celebrant:
People:

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia!
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Closing Hymn

“I Praised the Earth”

Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785.
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain.
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Announcements for Sunday August 23, 2020
A Note from Our Priest in Charge
Dear Friends,
As I’ve mentioned to you before, I’m grateful for how quickly our
community has responded to the closing of our church building
and found ways to connect online with worship, fellowship, study,
and action to care for one another and the needs of the
community! Some of you have explained that our recent history,
worshiping in other spaces while our church was being built,
prepared us for this time of physical distancing. While we miss
being together in person, we have continued to be the Church
while apart.
This Sunday is the fiftieth anniversary of the fire that destroyed our former church building.
During our worship, our parish sacristan and archivist, Barbara Hays, will speak to us about
our history and share some of her insights after years of studying and organizing our
archives. Our Senior Warden, Jessie Eddy, will also speak about remembering our history
while looking forward. The choir has pre-recorded a favorite hymn of the Rev. Henry Bruel,
who was the rector of our parish at the time of the fire until 1991. This hymn is pasted on the
back cover of our church hymnals.
As I’ve learned more about our history these last couple of months, I’m struck by our
community’s strengths of resiliency and creativity through it all. These strengths serve us
well even today. I look forward to our worship and coffee hour that will follow.
God bless you,
Lisa+

17

Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week.

Sunday, August 23:
10:30 am
11:15 am
12:00-1:00 pm
4:30-5:45 pm

Small Groups - Reception of Holy Communion
Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page).
Coffee Hour on Zoom
Contactless drop-off of Samaritan Ministry Donations
Choir Rehearsal

Monday, August 24:
6:30-7:00 pm

Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.)

Tuesday, August 25:
6:30-7:00 pm

Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.)

Wednesday, August 26:
6:30-7:00 pm

Evening Worship with Taize Chant

Thursday, August 27:
5:45-6:30 pm
6:30-7:00 pm

Spanish Conversation Time with Al
Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.)

Friday, August 28:
6:30-7:00 pm

Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.)

Sunday, August 30:
10:30 am
11:15 am

Back to School Blessing followed by Coffee Hour on Zoom
Diocesan Worship with Bishop Budde at the
Washington National Cathedral – join on Facebook or YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/user/wncathedral

Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.), Study, and Open Office
Hours.
Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718
Password: 151718th
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
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Next Sunday: Back to School Blessing and Diocean Worship
Sunday, August 30:
•

10:30 am - program will include an abbreviated back-toschool blessing followed by our Coffee Hour Zoom to end by
11:15. We invite students and teachers of all ages to bring
your devices, backpacks, and/or anything else that to you
means back to school.

• 11:15 am - a Diocesan service at the National Cathedral.
Bishop Mariann has invited all parishes to come together. She will be our preacher.

Responding to Grief and Joy (and everything in between!) in our Community:
In this time when we cannot check in with one another face to face each week, you may
wish to respond to the grief or joy in our community by sending a greeting card or making a
phone call. If you do not have the individual’s contact information, please check Realm or
send your greeting card to that person ℅ our church. We will make sure to share with them.
Healing:
o Jerry Donohoe: Here is a link to his Caring Bridge page for updates on his
health: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerrydonahoe
St. Thomas’ will be bringing meals to Jerry and Dan every three days.
Heather Hurlburt is coordinating this effort. To participate, please email
Heather directly at hhurlburt@hotmail.com
Reminder to fill out your census and register to vote:
Two actions you can take for justice are: filling out your census and registering to vote.
Already done? Remind people you know to do the same.

www.2020census.gov
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Check that you are registered to vote and/or register!
https://vote.gov/

You cannot vote unless you are registered! Don’t procrastinate — get registered today!
✓ Visit https://vote.gov/ to get registered NOW.
✓ Even if you believe you are registered,
double-check your voter registration status to make sure.
✓ You don’t have to register alone! Find friends and fellow parishioners who are not yet
registered and sign up together. You can even make it a virtual event if you are able to
register online or request registration form by mail.
✓ Talk to youth and young adults about the importance of registering and help get them
registered. Many states allow young people to register as long as they will turn 18 on or
before the next election.
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Need for Diapers Size 6, Similac Advance (blue label) and Notes of Encouragement!
St. Thomas' Member Al shares that there is current need for diapers in size 6. Thank you for
contributing to school supplies for seven of the parents Al serves who are in high school.
We are collecting notes of encouragement for these teenagers who will be juggling so much
this school year. Their names are Madelyn, Brenda, Diana, Wendy, Leslie, Carlos, and
Ninette. If you’d like to drop a note off on Sunday when dropping off Samaritan Ministry
donations or receiving Holy Communion at the church, please do!
See below for the original note from Al, explaining his ministry in the community.
From St. Thomas’ Member Al, who serves as a social worker in Columbia Heights.
“Hope that this note finds you well. I want to share with you a little bit about my work.
Over the past six years my organization -The United Planning Organization (UPO)has been providing Bell Teen Parents and CDC technical assistance to 32 low
income families whose parents are immigrants from Central America. Some of them
are teen parents (15 years old) Due to the pandemic, most parents are out of work.
The children who attend the Center are between two weeks and three and a half
years. Today these children stay at home with their families most of the day. Parents
are in urgent need of items such as formula. (Similac Advance) Although they have
their WIC checks, these funds are not enough to cover their needs. I work as a
Family Engagement Specialist for UPO / Bell Teen Parents and CDC. One of my
functions is to connect Parents with social services and provide them Advocacy and
Child Development trainings among others. Unfortunately, in these times of crisis the
Center as well as many agencies are closed. These families are in urgent need.
These parents are specifically seeking donations for formula.”
Al lives near St. Thomas’ Parish on Beekman Place, NW. Call or email him for address or
drop off 202-604-3084 or alllanosdc@gmail.com
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information:
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja
St. Thomas’ Parish
1517 18th Street NW
Washington, DC 20036
1-202-361-2018 (cell)
lahuja@stthomasdc.org
Celebrating Our August Birthdays
Jason Forman (August 1)
Joseph Coleman (August 9)
Linda Hollingsworth (August 10)
Bobby Bosfield (August 13)
Alex Mann (August 16)
Clay Dursthoff (August 17)
Matthew Fallon (August 24)
Oz Holman (August 30)
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at
administrator@stthomasdc.org.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Parish Prayer List
Sharon Bisco
Anne Marie Bohler
Matthew Briggs
Benjamin Bynum
Annette Carver
Peggyann Cohen

Mary de Boer
Jerry Donahoe
Ruth Bader Ginsburg
Kristin Jones
Mike Knapp
Dave Kucharski

Donna Norman
Elizabeth Powers-Brown
Mary Ellen Reed
Harvey Snyder
Renee

Annie Untied Mirra

Juanita Irene Stewart Pinion

For the repose of the soul of:

Violet Mesarick

You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to: administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden
Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden
Jennie Allison, Treasurer
Jean Holman, Clerk
Jennie Allison, Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Bettina Hager,
Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, Gregory Zitterkob

Staff
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja

Priest-in Charge

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson
Michael Lodico
Nolan DiFrancesco
Kimberly Davis
Clifford Bowens

Bishop in Residence
Interim Music Director
Administrator
Nursery Care Worker
Nursery Care Worker

lahuja@stthomasdc.org
cell: 202-361-2018
@BishopGRobinson
mlodico@stthomasdc.org
administrator@stthomasdc.org

St. Thomas’ Parish
1517 18 Street NW Washington, DC 20036 (202) 808-3326
www.stthomasdc.org  info@stthomasdc.org
th
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