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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  

 

               
 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost – August 2, 2020 
 
Opening Hymn         “Shall We Gather at the River”         (all verses sung) 
LEVAS 141 
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 Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People: There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant:  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People: One God and Father of all. 
 
 
The Collect 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot 
continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading   Isaiah 55: 1-5 
 
Thus says the Lord: 
"Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 

come, buy and eat! 
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Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. 

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
and delight yourselves in rich food. 

Incline your ear, and come to me; 
listen, so that you may live. 

I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
my steadfast, sure love for David. 

See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
a leader and commander for the peoples. 

See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
for he has glorified you." 

 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm 17: 1-7, 16                     (recited by all) 
 

1 Hear my plea of innocence, O LORD; 
give heed to my cry; * 
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips. 

2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; * 
let your eyes be fixed on justice. 

3 Weigh my heart, summon me by night, * 
melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 

4 I give no offense with my mouth as others do; * 
I have heeded the words of your lips. 

5 My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; * 
in your paths my feet shall not stumble. 

6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; * 
incline your ear to me and hear my words. 

7 Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, * 
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand 
from those who rise up against them. 

16 But at my vindication I shall see your face; * 
when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding 
your likeness. 
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The Holy Gospel   Matthew 14: 13-21 
 

Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 
followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he 
had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to 
him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so 
that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They 
need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but 
five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds 
to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and 
blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to 
the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken 
pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women 
and children. 
 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon      The Rev. Lisa Ahuja 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon 
 
The Baptismal Covenant 
 
Celebrant 

 
Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 

   

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  
 

  



 
  5 
 

  

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
 
People 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. 

  

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 
fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the 
prayers? 

People I will, with God's help. 

   

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 
News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God's help. 
   

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help. 
   

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all 
people, and respect the dignity of every human 
being? 

People I will, with God's help. 
 

Prayers for Tom Doolittle and Tyler McKoy, who were baptized this week. 
 
Let us now pray for Tom and Tyler, who on Wednesday received the 
Sacrament of new birth and for all who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 
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(A person appointed leads the following petitions) 

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and 
death. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 
   

Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
   

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
   

Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy 
Church. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 
   

Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
   

Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and 
glory. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
(The Celebrant says:) 
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death 
of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his 
resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who 
lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
 
Welcoming the Newly Baptized 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
Celebrant and People 
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith 
of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with 
us in his eternal priesthood. 
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The Peace  
 
Celebrant: The Peace of Christ be always with you.   
All: And also with you.  
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.  
 

 
 
Choral Anthem   “Ave Verum”                             W.A. Mozart (1756-1791) 

Conducted by Ava Coffin 
(Latin:) 
Ave verum corpus, 
Natum de Maria virgine; 
Vere passum immolatum 
In crucis pro homine. 
Cuius latus perforatum 
Unda fluxit et sanguine. 
Esto nobis praegustatum 
In mortis examine. 
 
  

Hail, true body, 
Born of the virgin Mary; 
Who has truly suffered, slaughtered 
On the Cross for humanity. 
Whose side was pierced, 
Pouring out water and blood. 
Be a foretaste for us 
During our ordeal of death. 

The Lord’s Prayer – WLP 864         Owen Burdick 
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Spiritual Communion Prayer 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all:  

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.  
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Blessing    
 
Celebrant: 
All praise and thanks to you, most merciful Father, for 
adopting us as your own children, for incorporating us into 
your holy Church, and for making us worthy to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in light; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from 
whom every family in heaven and earth is named, grant you 
to be strengthened with might by his Holy Spirit, that, Christ 
dwelling in your hearts by faith, you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. Amen. 

 

Dismissal  
 
Celebrant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn    “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”         
LEVAS 120 
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Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain.  
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for Sunday August 2, 2020 

 

A Note from Our Priest in Charge 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

On Wednesday, July 29th, it was my joy to baptize Tom Doolittle and 
Tyler McKoy. I baptized them in separate services with their immediate 
family present and a sponsor for baptism. While we gathered in a very 
small group, we felt the presence of Christ and the community in our 
midst. We will celebrate their baptisms at our service on Sunday, and 
officially welcome them as a community, saying: 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.  

We also have the opportunity to reaffirm our faith and commitment to our own baptismal 
covenant in the service. You may like to consider these questions prior to the service: 

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 

fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, 

 and in the prayers? 

 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 

you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

News of God in Christ? 

 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

your neighbor as yourself? 

 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all 

people, and respect the dignity of every  

human being? 

 

God bless you, 
Lisa+ 
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Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 

 

Sunday, August 2:   

9:30 am  WIN info session and conversation 

10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page).  

11:15 am  Coffee Hour on Zoom  

 

Monday, August 3:   

 7:30-8:00 am     Morning Devotions and Chat 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Tuesday, August 4: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

  

Wednesday, August 5: 

 6:30-7:00 pm    Evening Worship with Taize Chant 

 

Thursday, August 6: 

 7:30-8:00 am     Morning Devotions and Chat 

 5:45-6:30 pm     Spanish Conversation Time with Al 

 6:30-7:00 pm     Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Friday, August 7: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.)  

 

Sunday, August 9:    

10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)  

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom  

 4:30-5:45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

 
Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open Office Hours. 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 

Password: 151718th  

     Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

Dial by your location 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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Responding to Grief and Joy (and everything in between!) in our Community: 
In this time when we cannot check in with one another face to face each week, you may 
wish to respond to the grief or joy in our community by sending a greeting card or making a 
phone call. If you do not have the individual’s contact information, please check Realm or 
send your greeting card to that person ℅ our church. We will make sure to share with them. 
 

Condolences:  
Mark Gangler and Steve Schembs for the death of Mark’s sister Cindy. 
Brett Snyder and Jason Forman for the death of Brett’s cousin, Dennis. 
 

Baptism Joy: 
Tom Doolittle 
Tyler McKoy 

 
Photos from This Week’s Baptisms 
 

 
                                                                                   Amy and Tom Doolittle 
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Rev. Lisa and Tom Doolittle 

 

 
Tyler McKoy and his Family 
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Jason Crighton, sponsor for Tyler McKoy 

 
 

 

 
Rev. Lisa and Tyler McKoy 
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Best Wishes to Ava Coffin! 
This Sunday we thank and send best wishes to choir member Ava Coffin, who will be 
returning to Loyola University New Orleans to continue her studies as a music education 
major.  In addition to singing soprano in the choir, Ava has had the opportunity to train and 
conduct the choir in today’s offertory anthem by Mozart.  Thanks, Ava, for your ministry and 
best wishes with your studies! 
 

 
Our Choir: (left to right) Ava Coffin, Joseph Coleman, Jessie Brewster,  

Karen Garlick, Michael Lodico (Director), Tyler Young 
 

 
 

Follow up on Spiritual Retreat with St. Stephen and the Incarnation 
We had a good turnout for our spiritual retreat, "Longing for Community"  fell on the feast 
day for St. James. Thank you to all who participated, for your participation made it a deeper  
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experience for the rest of us. Thank you to Jason Forman for helping to plan the retreat, and 
to Carol Coonrod for sharing some of her testimony to the power of the Camino de 
Santiago. Below, find links to learn more about the Camino de Santiago, and the Rev. 
Martin Smith's presentation. Also, the quote shared by Carol.  
  
Here is the link to the "Ten Minutes of 
Santiago.." https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4M2OfgRFmJg&feature=youtu.be 
Here is the link to Rev. Martin Smith's 
presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CsgFP8B9VsI&feature=youtu.be 
 
 
Need for Diapers Size 6!  
St. Thomas' Member Al shares that there is current need for diapers in size 6. Al's contact 
information to contribute / coordinate delivery is: (202)604-3084 or alllanosdc@gmail.com 
See below for the original note from Al, explaining his ministry in the community. 
From St. Thomas’ Member Al, who serves as a social worker in Columbia Heights. 

“Hope that this note finds you well. I want to share with you a little bit about my work. 
Over the past six years my organization -The United Planning Organization (UPO)- 
has been providing Bell Teen Parents and CDC technical assistance to 32 low  
income families whose parents are immigrants from Central America. Some of them 
are teen parents (15 years old) Due to the pandemic, most parents are out of work.  
 
The children who attend the Center are between two weeks and three and a half 
years. Today these children stay at home with their families most of the day. Parents 
are in urgent need of items such as formula. (Similac Advance) Although they have 
their WIC checks, these funds are not enough to cover their needs. I work as a 
Family Engagement Specialist for UPO / Bell Teen Parents and CDC. One of my 
functions is to connect Parents with social services and provide them Advocacy and 
Child Development trainings among others. Unfortunately, in these times of crisis the 
Center as well as many agencies are closed. These families are in urgent need. 
These parents are specifically seeking donations for formula.”  

 
Al lives near St. Thomas’ Parish on Beekman Place, NW. Call or email him for address or 
drop off 202-604-3084 or alllanosdc@gmail.com 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4M2OfgRFmJg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CsgFP8B9VsI&feature=youtu.be
mailto:alllanosdc@gmail.com
mailto:alllanosdc@gmail.com
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Grocery Contributions to Charlie’s Place 
St. Margaret’s at 1830 Connecticut Avenue -- 
with whom we often worshipped when our 
new building was under construction -- has 
provided meals since 1990 to our neighbors who 
are living on the edge, many of whom are 
homeless. 
 
With Covid-19, the program continues, but Charlie’s Place has shifted to providing bagged 
lunches rather than a hot meal. 
 
If you would like to include Charlie’s Place when you do your grocery shopping, they can 
use the following items, which can be delivered to the church during the day on Tuesday 
through Friday, preferably through the kitchen entrance off the alley (enter off of Bancroft 
Place, NW). 

• Loaves of bread 
• Protein bars 

• Pieces of fruit 
• Bottled water (walking size) 
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 
1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

 

 
Celebrating Our August Birthdays

Jason Forman (August 1) 

Joseph Coleman (August 9) 

Linda Hollingsworth (August 10) 

Bobby Bosfield (August 13) 

Alex Mann (August 16) 

Clay Dursthoff (August 17) 

Matthew Fallon (August 24)  

Oz Holman (August 30) 
       

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
 

Anne Marie Bohler Matthew Briggs Annette Carver Peggyann Cohen 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg Kristin Jones Dave Kucharski Donna Norman 
Elizabeth Powers-Brown Mary Ellen Reed Harvey Snyder  

 
For the repose of the soul of: 
Dennis Swyt     

 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden 

Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden 

Jennie Allison, Treasurer 

Jean Holman, Clerk 

Jennie Allison, Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Bettina Hager,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, Gregory Zitterkob 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Priest-in Charge lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson Bishop in Residence @BishopGRobinson 

Michael Lodico Interim Music Director mlodico@stthomasdc.org 

Nolan DiFrancesco Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           Nursery Care Worker  

 
 

  

 

   

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


