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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  

 

             
 

 
Trinity Sunday – June 7, 2020 
 
Opening Hymn 362  “Holy, Holy, Holy”   (all verses sung) 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen! 
People: The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
The Collect 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the confession of a true 
faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of your divine Majesty to 
worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last to see you in 
your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
First Reading   Genesis 1: 1 – 2: 4 
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome 
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
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And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the 
dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the 
earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 
bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 
saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set 
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild 
animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps 
upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth.” 

So God created humankind in his image, 
in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 
shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
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Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh 
day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the 
work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God 
rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 8          (sung)  
 

1 O LORD our Governor, * 
how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

2 Out of the mouths of infants and children * 
your majesty is praised above the heavens. 

3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * 
to quell the enemy and the avenger. 

4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, * 
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

5 What is man that you should be mindful of him? * 
the son of man that you should seek him out? 

6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; * 
you adorn him with glory and honor; 

7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands; * 
you put all things under his feet: 

8 All sheep and oxen, * 
even the wild beasts of the field, 

9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * 
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 

10 O LORD our Governor, * 
how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

 
 

The Holy Gospel   Matthew 28: 23-35 
 

Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, 
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the  
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slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the 
debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow 
slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his 
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported 
to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have 
had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him 
over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart. 
 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                         The Rt. Rev. Gene Robinson  
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon 

 
Kyrie Eleison   “Lord, have mercy” 

 
 
Prayers of the People for Racial Reconciliation and Justice 
 
Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  
People:  Glory to God for ever and ever 
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Leader: 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  
 
God of love, we pray for your church: For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Mariann our bishop; for 
all lay and ordained ministers; and for all who seek you in the community of the faithful. Equip us 
with compassion and love, to carry out your work of reconciliation in the world. 
God of love,  
Hear our prayers for the church.  
 
Silence — Add your prayers in your hearts  
 
God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: For justice, peace, and 
unity across barriers of language, color, and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that they  
would serve the common good and treat the people they serve with dignity and respect. Inspire all 
people with courage to speak out against hatred, to actively resist evil. Unite the human family in 
bonds of love.  
God of freedom,  
Hear our prayers for the world.  
 
Silence — Add your prayers in your hearts 
 
God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our care: For the animals and 
birds, the mountains and oceans, and all parts of your creation that have no voice of their own. 
Stir up in us a thirst for justice that protects the earth and all its resources, that we may leave to 
our children’s children the legacy of beauty and abundance that you have given us.  
God of justice,  
Hear our prayers for the earth.  
 
Silence — Add your prayers in your hearts 
 
God of peace, we pray for this community: For our local leaders; for our schools and markets; for 
our neighborhoods and workplaces. Kindle in every heart a desire for equality, respect, and 
opportunity for all. Give us courage to strive for justice and peace among all people, beginning 
here at home.  
God of peace,  
Hear our prayers for this community.  
 
Silence — Add your prayers in your hearts 
 
God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble: For those whose lives are closely 
linked with ours, and those connected to us as part of the human family. For refugees and 
prisoners; for the sick and suffering, the lonely and despairing; for those facing violence; for all 
held down by prejudice or injustice. Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, as we seek 
and serve Christ in all persons.  
God of mercy,  
Hear our prayers for all who are in need.  
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Silence — Add your prayers in your hearts 
 
God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For the faithful in every generation who have 
worked for justice; for prophets who called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs and all who died 
because of hatred; and for all the communion of saints. Make us faithful to your call to proclaim 
your Good News, by word and example, and bring us at last into the glorious company of the 
saints in light.  
God of grace,  
Hear our prayers for those who have died.  
 
Silence — Add your prayers in your hearts 
 
 
Celebrant: 
Hear our prayers, Holy God. Breathe your Spirit over us and all the earth, that barriers would 
crumble and divisions cease. Make us more fully your co-healers of the broken world. Unite us 
with all people in bonds of love, that the whole earth and all its peoples may be at peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
 
Confession 
Celebrant: 
Let us confess our sins against God and one another.  
 
Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: 
You create all people in your image and call us to love one another as you love us. 
We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity of the human family. We 
have desired to live in freedom, 
while building walls between ourselves and others. 
We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are, 
while making judgements of others based on the color of skin, or the shape of features, or the 
varieties of human experience.  
 
We have tried to love our neighbors individually 
while yet benefitting from systems that hold those same neighbors in oppression.  
 
Forgive us, Holy God. 
Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people. 
Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation rooted in love. 
Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, 
united in our diversity, 
even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, 
Holy and undivided Trinity, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Absolution 
Celebrant: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
 

The Peace  
Celebrant: The Peace of Christ be always with you.    
All: And also with you.  
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. 

 
 

 

Offertory Anthem  “Make Me A Channel of Your Peace”            
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

UR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from  
the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Spiritual Communion Prayer 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any 
time to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but 
in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy 
Communion. The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all:  

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.   

(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

O 
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Blessing    
Celebrant: 
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a 
mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always.  
Amen 

 
Dismissal  
Celebrant:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!  
People:  Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Closing Hymn     “Canticle of the Turning”       

 

 

 
 



 
10 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy, with exception of the Prayers of the People reprinted from The Book of Common 
Prayer, 1979. Public domain.  
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for Sunday June 7, 2020 
 

 

 

A Note from Our Priest in Charge 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

The common refrain I’ve heard since we moved out of the building 

is, “I wish I could do more.” St. Thomas’ Parish, you are an 

incredibly caring parish, dedicated to one another and our 

community. When we closed the doors to the church building so 

many of you offered to do whatever needed for our building and 

one another to stay connected. And when we saw that the 

numbers of COVID-19 cases were on the rise, many of you said, 

“I wish I could do more!” to assist with those in our wider community who are ill, and to help 

those unable to go to get food.  

 

And this week I’ve heard so many people say, “I wish I could do more.” This week, many of 

you have written to say you wish you could go to the vigils or protests, but due to COVID-19 

it was unsafe for you to do so. Many people who know us on social media wrote me 

personal emails or commented on our posts to offer prayers and say they wish they could 

join us in in-person vigils or protest  to demand institutional racial justice.  

 

There is a great desire to do more right now, and friends I hope you will draw upon our 

experience in recent months. We are a community that has been creative and brave in 

finding new ways to connect with one another. We continue to be the Church while the 

building is closed. Joining the ongoing cry for justice for George Floyd and the countless 

black people who have been murdered and  injured by the police and criminal justice 

system is possible from home. In fact, some of the most important work we can do is at 

home, examining ourselves and our positions of influence in the institutions where we work 

and serve. The work of confronting racism within us and in our institutions is ongoing work. 
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Each time we’ve gathered this week, and in other communications, I’ve shared the 

Episcopal Church’s approach to confronting Racist Violence and Police Brutality. Our 

Church’s approach is to do so through Learning, Praying, and Action. Some of this work is 

together, and some requires an inward focus. Please know, if you are asking what else you 

can do, there are so many concrete ways for you to participate in this vital work.  

 

We will be postponing our Julian of Norwich study on Sunday mornings in order to join with 

St. Stephen and the Incarnation in a study called, Responding to Racist Violence and 

Police Brutality. There is homework for our first session this coming Sunday, which is to 

watch the sermon by the Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III called, “The Cross and the Lynching Tree: A 

Requiem for Ahmaud Arbery.”  https://youtu.be/l6985UG0Z3k  Our class this Sunday will 

include a discussion on this sermon using a discussion technique called Mutual Invitation, 

which will be taught prior to the discussion. We will also pray.  

 

The Episcopal Church has a page on their website dedicated to concrete resources for 

learning, praying, and taking action: 

 https://episcopalchurch.org/responding-to-racist-violence 

 

Local priest,  Rev. Peter Jarrett Schell has made his book, “Seeing my Skin (A Story of 

Wrestling with Whiteness)” free for download in the month of June: 

https://issuu.com/churchpublishing/docs/seeing_my_skin?fr=sNmM1ZTE0NzcwNDE&fbclid

=IwAR2ioOZOmaHf1uFEEUECoFlseyeG7zcekotoVl45KuEu6X_sMiuo-ZqyAs4 

 

At our Vigil last night, we shared an Action sheet. Here is a link to it:  

https://mcusercontent.com/ff88db25a8b95c439bcdba384/files/e3d64195-2c9e-490d-b93f-

9715af71edf5/Action_Steps.pdf 

 

May God bless us with transformation on this journey, and may we see racial justice and 

systemic change, 

 

Lisa+ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/l6985UG0Z3k
https://episcopalchurch.org/responding-to-racist-violence
https://issuu.com/churchpublishing/docs/seeing_my_skin?fr=sNmM1ZTE0NzcwNDE&fbclid=IwAR2ioOZOmaHf1uFEEUECoFlseyeG7zcekotoVl45KuEu6X_sMiuo-ZqyAs4
https://issuu.com/churchpublishing/docs/seeing_my_skin?fr=sNmM1ZTE0NzcwNDE&fbclid=IwAR2ioOZOmaHf1uFEEUECoFlseyeG7zcekotoVl45KuEu6X_sMiuo-ZqyAs4
https://mcusercontent.com/ff88db25a8b95c439bcdba384/files/e3d64195-2c9e-490d-b93f-9715af71edf5/Action_Steps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/ff88db25a8b95c439bcdba384/files/e3d64195-2c9e-490d-b93f-9715af71edf5/Action_Steps.pdf
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Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 

 

Sunday, June 7:   

 9:30 am   Study: Responding to Racial Violence and Police Brutality 

 10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom, or go to our Facebook page) 

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom 

 

Monday, June 8:   

 7:30-8:00 am     Morning Devotions and Chat 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

  

Tuesday, June 9: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 7:00 pm  Contemplative Prayer: Meditating on Racism in America 

 

Wednesday, June 10: 

 10:00-11:00 am    Open Office Hours 

 6:30-7:00 pm    Evening Worship with Taize Chant 

  

Thursday, June 11: 

 7:30-8:00 am     Morning Devotions and Chat 

 5:45-6:30 pm     Spanish Conversation Time with Al 

 6:30-7:00 pm     Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Friday, June 12: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Sunday, June 14:   

 9:30 am  Study: Responding to Racial Violence and Police Brutality  

10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom, or go to our Facebook page) 

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom 

 

Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open Office Hours. 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 

Password: 151718th       

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

Dial by your location 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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Contemplative Prayer:  Meditating on Racism in America 

Join us for a 3-week small group starting this Tuesday at 7 pm.  Murray Scheel will lead us 

in a primer on how to begin a contemplative prayer practice. 

 

During this time of unrest due to our nation's systemic racism, Presiding Bishop Michael 

Curry has urged Episcopalians to LEARN, PRAY, and ACT. 

 

During the small group, we will learn from the writings of Toni Morrision, Langston Huges, 

and Nina Simone.   

 

We will then reflect in a time of contemplative prayer.  These tools will help strengthen us to 

act to fight racism in our country.   

 

• Dates:  Tuesdays, June 9, 16, and 23 at 7 pm using the Worship Zoom Link after 

6:30 Evening Prayer 

 

Spanish 101:  

Al Llanos is interested in offering a Spanish 101 course for those interested in learning. This 

class is for beginners, no previous lessons necessary. These  beginners' classes  will be 

focused on conversation, comprehension, reading , writing, grammar and more.  

Please do write to Al at: AlLlanosdc@gmail.com to share your interest and help select a 

time that works well. 

 

Thursday Spanish Conversation Class 5:45-6:30 pm 

Join us for conversations in Spanish prior to our Evening Worship each Thursday. All levels 

of Spanish speakers welcome and encouraged to attend. Hosted by Al Llanos. We will start 

by praying el Padre Nuestro (the Lord’s Prayer) together.  

 

mailto:AlLlanosdc@gmail.com
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Help our Neighbors in Columbia Heights 

Wow! Al reports an outpouring of love in the form of diapers, wipes, and powdered milk! 

Thank you for your contributions, which are helping young children who live in Columbia 

Heights. Member Al reports that the top needs right now are: powdered milk (Nido), 

diapers in size 4-6, and clothing for a girl aged 1 who needs spring/summer clothing. 

 

Al lives near St. Thomas’ Parish on Beekman Place, NW. Call him for address or drop off. 

His contact information is: 202-604-3084 or alllanosdc@gmail.com 

 

Grocery Contributions to Charlie’s Place 

St. Margaret’s at 1830 Connecticut Avenue -- with whom we often worshipped when our 

new building was under construction -- has provided meals since 1990 to our neighbors who 

are living on the edge, many of whom are homeless. 

 

With Covid-19, the program continues, but Charlie’s Place has shifted to providing bagged 

lunches rather than a hot meal.  

 

If you would like to include Charlie’s Place when you do your grocery shopping, they can 

use the following items, which can be delivered to the church during the day on Tuesday 

through Friday, preferably through the kitchen entrance off the alley (enter off of Bancroft 

Place, NW).  

• Loaves of bread 

• Protein bars 

• Pieces of fruit 

• Bottled water (walking size) 
 

 

The Mass Poor People’s Assembly & Moral March on 

Washington is going digital!  

On June 20th, we will hold the largest digital and social media 

gathering of poor and low-wealth people, moral and religious 

leaders, advocates, and people of conscience in this nation’s 

history. A global pandemic is exposing even more the already 

existing crisis of systemic racism, poverty, ecological devastation, the war economy and 

militarism, and the distorted moral narrative of religious nationalism. On June 20, the 140 

million poor and low-income people across this nation will be heard. Learn more and sign up 

at: https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/ 

 

mailto:alllanosdc@gmail.com
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 

St. Thomas’ Parish 

1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

 

Celebrating Our June Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

K.C. Becker (June 1) 

John Wright (June 6) 

Joe Rivas (June 11) 

Ariel Vaagen (June 16) 

Carol Coonrod (June 18) 

Allison Miller (June 26) 

 

Anniversaries 

Nate & Ariel Vaagen (June 5) 
       

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
 

Matthew Briggs Len Hawley Kristin Jones Dave Kucharski 
    

For the repose of the soul of: 
 Eileen Kane, grandmother of Catherine Manhardt 
    

You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden 

Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden 

Jennie Allison, Treasurer 

Jean Holman, Clerk 

Jennie Allison, Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Bettina Hager,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, Gregory Zitterkob 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Priest-in Charge lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson Bishop in Residence @BishopGRobinson 

Nolan DiFrancesco Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           Nursery Care Worker  

 
 

  

 

   

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


