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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  

 

 
 

Pentecost Sunday – May 31, 2020 
 
Opening Hymn  “Hail, Thee Festival Day”           (all verses sung) 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen! 
People: The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
The Collect 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the 
promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of 
the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading   Acts 2: 1-21 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we 
hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 
one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new 
wine." 
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But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 

`In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 

 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 

and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' " 
 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
 
 
Second Reading   1 Corinthians 12: 3b-13 
 

No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties 
of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the 
utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 
to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another 
the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
chooses. 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body-- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free-- and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
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The Holy Gospel   John 7: 37-39 
 

Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture 
has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” Now he said this about 
the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified. 
 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                                            The Rev. Lisa Ahuja and The Rev. Sam Dessórdi Leite               
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon 

 

Hymn   “O Lord Hear My Prayer”    Taize 
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Prayers of the People for Pentecost     From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, adapted 
 
Let us unite our hearts and minds in prayer for our world, saying,  
Almighty God, hear our prayer.  
 
For the Church throughout the world, Almighty God, hear our prayer. 
Inspire the sons and daughters of your Church for prophetic witness to your truth, and upon the 
old and young give clarity of vision to acknowledge your saving power in the world.   
 
For the nations of the world and their leaders,  Almighty God, hear our prayer.  
Overcome the babble of misunderstanding among the nations, and let all people hear in their own 
language and recognize in their own culture your unifying message of love.  
 
For planet Earth, our home, Almighty God, hear our prayer.  
By your Spirit, renew the earth, make us good stewards of its resources, and teach us to enjoy its 
abundance rightly.  
 
For those in need of healing, Almighty God, hear our prayer.   
We pray especially for those on our parish prayer list. (pause) 
We also pray for those who are recovering from COVID-19. Send your healing Spirit upon those 
who are sick in body or mind, restore them to health, and restore to them the joy of salvation.  
 
For our neighbors and members of our civic community, Almighty God, hear our prayer.   
Guide us to be good neighbors, to live in peace with one another, and in friendship share the joys 
and burdens of daily life.  
 
For our children, Almighty God, hear our prayer.  
Bless our children, protect them from danger, and help parents and caregivers nurture them so 
that they may mature in wisdom and grow in grace.  
 
For those who have died, Almighty God, hear our prayer.  
We pray for those who have died, and for all those whom 
we love but see no longer. Grant to them eternal rest. Let 
light perpetual shine upon them. May their soul and the souls 
of all the departed, through your mercy, rest in peace. 
 
In your mercy, Almighty God, receive our prayers and, according to your wisdom, provide all that 
we need; through Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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The Peace  
Celebrant: The Peace of the Risen Christ be always with you.    
All: And also with you.  
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. 
 

 
 

 
Offertory Hymn 508 “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”    (verses 1, 3, and 4) 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

UR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from  
the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 
 
Spiritual Communion Prayer 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all:  

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.   

 

(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

O 
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Blessing    
Be witnesses of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who rose from the dead, 
who sits at the right hand of God in glory, 
and who sends the Holy Spirit to empower us for service in his name. 
 
May the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be upon you now and 
remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

 
Dismissal  
Celebrant:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!  
People:  Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
 
Closing Hymn      “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”            (all verses sung) 
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Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy, with exception of the Prayers of the People reprinted from The Book of Common 
Prayer, 1979. Public domain.  
Prayers of the People written by John Trumbo, reprinted with permission. 
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for Sunday May 31, 2020 
 

A Note from Our Priest in Charge 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

This Sunday is the Sunday we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit 

at Pentecost. Some people even throw a birthday party for their 

church, as the Holy Spirit moved those early followers of Jesus to 

form a community we call the Church. As I mentioned to you in the 

announcement time last week on Zoom,  this Sunday The Rev. 

Sam Dessórdi Leite and I will be preaching together. He will share 

the sermon with St. Stephen and the Incarnation (where he is the 

Senior Priest) and I’ll share it with you. People of St. Stephen’s will 

be joining us for Zoom Coffee Hour to celebrate Pentecost 

together.  

 

We celebrate the Church after months of worshiping outside of our building. We know, and 

have relearnt in some cases, that the Church is not closed but alive. We are the members of 

the Church, and the Holy Spirit has inspired us to continue worshiping together, singing 

together, serving our neighbor together, studying together, and dreaming up how we might 

be part of the building up of God’s Kingdom in new ways. We will keep on being the Church 

outside of the building until it is safe and healthy for us to return. As you know, the Vestry 

and I will be guided by local guidelines and our bishop’s direction in this process. We’ll 

continue to stay communicating with you and appreciate your prayers and input along the 

way. As we move into the season after Pentecost, I hope you will find ways to stay 

connected, as connection is vital to our wellbeing. There are lots of opportunities listed in 

these announcements. If someone comes to mind, please do reach out to them with a note 

or a phone call.  

  

God bless you, 

Lisa+ 
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Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 

 

Sunday, May 31:  Pentecost Sunday!!! 

 9:30 am   “Acts in Easter” study 

 10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom, or go to our Facebook page) 

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom 

 

Monday, June 1:   

 7:30-8:00 am     Morning Devotions and Chat 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

  

Tuesday, June 2: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Wednesday, June 3: 

 10:00-11:00 am    Open Office Hours 

 6:30-7:00 pm    Evening Worship with Taize Chant 

  

Thursday, June 4: 

 7:30-8:00 am     Morning Devotions and Chat 

 5:45-6:30 pm     Spanish Conversation Time with Al 

 6:30-7:00 pm     Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Friday, June 5: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Saturday, June 6: 

 7:30-9:30 pm   Movie Night at St. Thomas’ – “A Secret Love”  

 

Sunday, June 7:   

 9:30 am  “Julian in June” – Study   

10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom, or go to our Facebook page) 

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom 

 

Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open Office Hours. 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 

Password: 151718th       

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

Dial by your location 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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Welcome our new Vestry Member, Brett Snyder 

Great news! Brett Snyder has been appointed by the Vestry to fill the remainder of Reggie Greer’s 

Vestry term. We are grateful for his service.  

 
Brett Snyder was raised in Reading, Pennsylvania, and moved to Washington, D.C. after 

college.  Brett is an attorney who practices energy law and is married to Jason Forman.  He has 

been a member of St. Thomas’ since 2003 and was received into the Episcopal Church in 

2010.  He was a member of the Building Committee for the entirety of the planning and 

construction of our new building.   

 

 

Julian in June Study – each Sunday in June from 9:30-10:15 
Join Rev. Lisa for a study of Julian of Norwich  (1342-c.1416) each Sunday in June before we 

worship. Julian, an English mystic and anchorite, shares timeless messages of God’s love and 

ever presence with us through her writings. We will be using the book, “Showings of Julian of 

Norwich: A New Translation” by Mirabai Starr. Bring the book if you’d like, or just show up. All 

are welcome for one or all of the study sessions! 

 

In the notes about her book: 

A fresh and contemporary translation of one of the best loved and influential mystical texts of all 

time, The Showings of Julian of Norwich brings the message and spirituality of this 14th century 

mystic to 21st century readers. 

 

Julian of Norwich, a contemporary of Geoffrey Chaucer, was an English anchoress in East Anglia. 

At the age of 30, suffering from a severe illness and believing she was on her deathbed, Julian had 

a series of intense visions of Jesus, which she recorded and then expanded on later in her life. 

 

Her message for today's readers is simply this: 

• She reveals the feminine face of the Divine and reminds us to see 
God there. 
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• All our failings are an opportunity to learn and grow; that they should be honored, but not 

dwelled upon. 
• God's love has nothing to do with love and retribution and everything to do with love and 

compassion. 
• In spite of all appearances, all is well.  

 
 

Prayer List Changes 
Many of the names on our Prayer List have been included for many months – and perhaps years. 
We want to update the list to make it more current. As we indicated several weeks ago, the names 
on our current list will be removed as of June 1, unless we are informed that the name should 
continue to be listed, which we are happy to do. If you have already contacted us about this, 
you need do nothing further. 
 
From now on, the names submitted for the Prayer List will be included for a period of three weeks, 
unless otherwise requested. Please send all requests to: administrator@stthomasdc.org.  

 

Thursday Spanish Conversation Class 5:45-6:30 pm 
Join us for conversations in Spanish prior to our Evening Worship each Thursday. All levels of 

Spanish speakers welcome and encouraged to attend. Hosted by Al Llanos. We will start by 

praying el Padre Nuestro (the Lord’s Prayer) together.  

 

 

Help our Neighbors in Columbia Heights 

Wow! Al reports an outpouring of love in the form of diapers, wipes, and powdered milk! Thank you 

for your contributions, which are helping young children who live in Columbia Heights. Member Al 

reports that the top needs right now are: Similac Blue, diapers in size 4&5, and clothing for a girl 

aged 1 who needs spring/summer clothing. 

 

Al lives near St. Thomas’ Parish on Beekman Place, NW. Call him for address or drop off. 

His contact information is: 202-604-3084 or alllanosdc@gmail.com 

 

 

Grocery Contributions to Charlie’s Place 

St. Margaret’s at 1830 Connecticut Avenue -- with whom we often worshipped when our new 

building was under construction -- has provided meals since 1990 to our neighbors who are living 

on the edge, many of whom are homeless. 

 

With Covid-19, the program continues, but Charlie’s Place has shifted to providing bagged lunches 

rather than a hot meal.  

mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:alllanosdc@gmail.com
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If you would like to include Charlie’s Place when you do your grocery shopping, they can use the 

following items, which can be delivered to the church during the day on Tuesday through Friday, 

preferably through the kitchen entrance off the alley (enter off of Bancroft Place, NW).  

• Loaves of bread 

• Protein bars 

• Pieces of fruit 

• Bottled water (walking size) 

 

 

Movie Night at St. Thomas' Goes Virtual  

On June 6, join us for movie night on Zoom, starting 

at 7:30pm. Bob and Lynn Moluf will host the recent 

Netflix release "A Secret Love," which would have 

been screened at SXSW this year. It is a 

documentary about two Chicago women who kept 

their love affair hidden from their families and 

colleagues for six decades. They only emerged from 

the shadows after they needed to move to assisted 

care and, of course, would only agree to it, if they could remain together. It carries a Rotten 

Tomatoes rating of 100%. 

 

Bring some popcorn, a beverage, and a box of tissues to your home theater. The movie has a run 

time of 1 hour, 22 minutes. Afterwards we can discuss the movie online. 

See you on the sofa!  

Please use the parish Zoom channel (used for worship, study, coffee hour) to join. 

 

 

 
The Mass Poor People’s Assembly & Moral March on Washington is going digital!  
On June 20th, we will hold the largest digital and social media gathering of poor and low-wealth 

people, moral and religious leaders, advocates, and people of conscience in this nation’s history. A 

global pandemic is exposing even more the already existing crisis of systemic racism, poverty, 

ecological devastation, the war economy and militarism, and the distorted moral narrative of 

religious nationalism. On June 20, the 140 million poor and low-income people across this nation 

will be heard. 

Learn more and sign up at: https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/ 

https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
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Resources for Climate Change Action! 

It was nice to see many of you in attendance at our Finding Hope in Revelation series on 

Wednesday nights. A special thank you to Jason Forman for his leadership in this area. A few 

resources to share from the last two sessions: 

• Episcopal Public Policy Network: 

Office of Government Affairs links 

Sign up for the EPPN: https://episcopalchurch.org/OGR/action-alerts (on the right hand 

side) 

Creation Care Series (8-part education, prayer and advocacy 

series): https://episcopalchurch.org/OGR/creation-care 

  Broader Church links 

Creation Care work: https://episcopalchurch.org/creation-care 

• Citizens’ Climate Lobby 

CCL Info Session 
Hosted live weekly on Wednesdays at 8 pm ET: cclusa.org/intro 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://episcopalchurch.org/OGR/action-alerts
https://episcopalchurch.org/OGR/creation-care
https://episcopalchurch.org/creation-care
http://www.cclusa.org/intro
http://www.cclusa.org/intro
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 

St. Thomas’ Parish 

1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

 

Celebrating Our May Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

David Swanson (May 3) 

Ashley Ashworth (May 5) 

Jeremy Ayers (May 19) 

Kevin Montgomery (May 30) 

Anniversaries 

David Insinga and Bob McDonald (May 7) 
       

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
 

Paula Amadeo Dodson Family Dave Kucharski Hunter Ray 
Annemarie Bohler Michael Fitzpatrick Asheesh Kumar Mary Ellen Reed 
Matthew Briggs Cindy Gangler Chuck Lopez Gene Robinson 
John Paul Clark Andrew Greer Catherine Manhardt Baby Sabag 
Brianna Clifford Chris Hartenau Bill McDonald Trisha Shaffer 
Peggy Ann Cohen Len Hawley David C. Montgomery Justin Small 
Dan Costello Leighton Honea Donna Norman Gunjan Veda 
Brian Crane Kristin Jones Steve Parsons Teresa Zagami 
 Eileen Kane   

 
For the repose of the souls of: 

Andy Bonilla William Puckett John Stone Maria Valdes 
Ed Harri Nancy Littlefield Stine Wilfredo Torres David Yoder 
    

 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden 

Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden 

Jennie Allison, Treasurer 

Jean Holman, Clerk 

Jennie Allison, Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Bettina Hager,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, Gregory Zitterkob 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Priest-in Charge lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson Bishop in Residence @BishopGRobinson 

Nolan DiFrancesco Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           Nursery Care Worker  

 
 

  

 

   

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


