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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  

 

                  
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter – May 24, 2020 
 
Opening Hymn 304  “I Come with Joy to Meet”         (all verses sung) 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen! 
People: The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
The Collect 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 
kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, 
and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
First Reading   Acts 1: 6-14 
 

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that 
the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 68: 1-10, 33-36          (sung ) 

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 
let those who hate him flee before him. 

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 
let them also be merry and joyful. 
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4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 
exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 
YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 
God in his holy habitation! 

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 
but the rebels shall live in dry places. 

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 
when you marched through the wilderness,  

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
you refreshed the land when it was weary. 

10 Your people found their home in it; * 
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
sing praises to the Lord. 

34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 

35 Ascribe power to God; * 
his majesty is over Israel; 
his strength is in the skies. 

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! 
Blessed be God! 

 

The Holy Gospel   John 17: 1-11 
 

Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the 
Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to 
all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work 
that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I 
had in your presence before the world existed. 

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to 
them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have  
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believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, 
and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, 
but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name 
that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                Bob Moluf 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon 

 

Hymn   “O Lord Hear My Prayer”    Taize 

           
 
 
Prayers of the People                                 
Let us empty our hearts and minds and make room to recognize the Risen Lord in our lives, 
praying, Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Risen Lord, in times of unrest and uncertainty, help us to not look backward in fear at what seems 
lost, but rather forward with conviction, trusting that with you there is redemption and strength. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
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The book of Hebrews teaches us to “run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” We pray 
for our Priest in Charge, our Vestry and lay leaders, and our bishops. We pray that they may be 
filled with Divine stamina as they minister to your people. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, the Apostle Peter said, “If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, 
so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.” We pray for the leaders of this city, 
this nation, and this world, and particularly for all healthcare workers, first responders, and other 
personnel essential to our daily lives. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, the Psalms offer that “He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find 
refuge.” We pray for those who are underemployed, unemployed, homeless, or hungry. Reveal to 
those of us who are able how we can uphold our brothers and sisters in need. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, Isaiah says, “Then your light will break forth like dawn, and your healing will quickly 
appear.” We pray for the sick that they may be made well, and for the dying that they may find 
peace. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, when we are separated physically, remind us that none of us is truly alone. Bless us in our 
brokenness, mend our hearts when they ache, and let us rejoice in the resurrection of our Savior. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray especially for those on our parish prayer list.  
(The people are invited to offer prayers and thanksgivings, either silently or aloud, ending with) 
 Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who have died. Give rest, Risen Christ,  
to your servants with your saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.  
Comfort those who grieve with your love and peace. Amen. 

 
 
Commissioning of a New Vestry Member 
 
Senior Warden:  

On behalf of the congregation of St. Thomas’ Parish, I present Brett Snyder to serve as a 
member of the Vestry. 

Celebrant:  
Has this leader been appointed by the Vestry in accordance with the bylaws of our 
congregation? 
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Senior Warden:  

He has. 
Celebrant: (to the new leader)  

Brett, do you commit yourself to carry out the responsibilities of the office to which you 
have been appointed? 

Leader:  
I do. 

Celebrant:  
Do you reaffirm your commitment to follow Christ and to serve this congregation in his 
name? 

Leader:  
I do. 

Celebrant: (to the congregation)  
Will you do all in your power to support this leader with your prayers, your honest yet 
gracious communication with him, and your willingness to help him carry out Christ’s 
ministry in this church? 

Congregation:  
We will. 

Celebrant:  
Brett, In the name of this congregation I commission you for this work, and pledge you 
our prayers, encouragement, and support. May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen you, 
that in this, and in all things, you may do God’s will in the service of the kingdom of 
Christ. Amen. 
 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, look with favor upon this person who has now reaffirmed his commitment 
to follow Christ and to serve in his name. Give him courage, patience, and vision; and 
strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of witness to the world, and of service to others; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Peace  
Celebrant: The Peace of the Risen Christ be always with you.    
All: And also with you.  
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. 
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Offertory Hymn178  “Jesus is Lord of All the Earth”       (all verses sung) 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

UR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from  
the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Spiritual Communion Prayer 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all:  

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.  

       

(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

 
Blessing    
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his 
will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  
 

Dismissal  
Celebrant:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!  
People:  Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia! 

O 
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Closing Hymn 438    “Tell Out My Soul”        (all verses sung) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785. 
Spoken liturgy, with exception of the Prayers of the People reprinted from The Book of Common 
Prayer, 1979. Public domain.  
Prayers of the People written by John Trumbo, reprinted with permission. 
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for Sunday May 24, 2020 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

This week I was looking at the calendar and surprised to realize 

I’ve now been your priest for more time outside of our building 

than in! I have only led worship four or five Sundays from the 

sanctuary of the second floor of our building, because most of the 

Sundays we spent together worshiping in the building we were on 

the fourth floor!  When asked this week by the bishop’s staff to 

reflect on our health I shared my gratitude, pastoral concerns, and 

hope. 

 

Here is my gratitude: This week, I have been thankful for you. I’ve been thankful that you 

have tried new ways of worship online. We have been patient with one another when 

learning Zoom. We have shared vulnerably before and after worship and prayed for one 

another. We have connected with people who worship via the video on the website or 

Facebook. I have been grateful for your care of the building.  I feel I’ve built relationship with 

you through our individual conversations, study, worship, and chit chat online!  I am grateful.  

 

 A pastoral concern I’d like to share with you is this: While I know that we have more people 

participating via Zoom, the website, and Facebook at our worship on Sundays at 10:30 am 

than previously (in person), I’m not sure who we are missing. I’ve reached out to some I 

haven’t seen, and these people have told me they watch on the website or Facebook as 

they are “Zoomed out!” or uncomfortable with the technology. There are others I may not 

know to reach out to, because I am still relatively new. There are usually ways to notice 

when someone slips away from the community or is unwell, but that is harder to do when 

we are not seeing one another in person. 

 

Here is my hope: More than anything, my hope is that every person in this community 

knows they are the beloved of God, and that our desire is to stay connected with them. I 

hope that you will reach out to the people you have not seen in a while. I hope you will write 

to me or call me if you feel disconnected, so I can reassure you and find ways for you to  
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connect with the community online or through the phone tree. There are so many who share 

this hope within our community, and who have joined a phone tree or the foyer socials to 

stay connected. 

 

Please also fill out the survey if you haven’t done so. The survey is a way for you to share 

input for reopening when we reach that phase, but it is also a way to develop a more 

accurate database which helps us to stay connected. The survey also provides a way to 

opt-in to connecting with one another socially and through a phone tree. Details on the 

survey are below. 

  

God bless you, 

Lisa+ 

 

 

 

St. Thomas’ Parish Survey  

Please remember to complete the short survey to help our Vestry complete necessary steps for a 

petition to reopen the building when it is safe to do so. Here is the link:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Y6P83PV  

 

The survey closes on Thursday, May 28, 2020. Your input is valuable.  

 

 

 

 

Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 

 

Sunday, May 24: 

 9:30 am   “Acts in Easter” study 

 10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom, or go to our Facebook page) 

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom 

 

Monday, May 25:  Memorial Day 

    No worship on Zoom 

 

Tuesday, May 26: 

 7:30-8:00 am     Morning Devotions and Chat 

6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Y6P83PV
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Wednesday, May 27: 

 10:00-11:00 am    Open Office Hours 

 6:30-7:00 pm    Evening Worship with Taize Chant 

(with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

  

Thursday, May 28: 

 7:30-8:00 am     Morning Devotions and Chat 

 5:45-6:30 pm    Spanish Conversation Time with Al – new  

 6:30-7:00 pm     Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Friday, May 29: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Sunday, May 31:  Pentecost Sunday 

 9:30 am   “Acts in Easter” study  

 10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom, or go to our Facebook page) 

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour on Zoom 

 
Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open Office Hours. 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 

Password: 151718th       

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

 

Dial by your location 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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Next Sunday, May 31 is Pentecost!  

Receiving the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is one of the major feast days we celebrate in the Church!   

Please consider sending in a photo of yourself wearing red for our online worship.  You are also 

encouraged to record yourself singing “Hail thee, festival day”. The photo and hymn recording are 

due on Monday, May 25. Details for submitting the hymn are in the Phoenix and were sent 

out via Zoom. You can email or text photos to Rev. Lisa. 
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(See this past edition of the Phoenix for suggestions from this article on how to celebrate Pentecost 

at home.) 

 

 

Trivia Night—Congratulations! 

Great fun was had by all of our teams and Zoom worked well for our first online Trivia Night! 

Congratulations to our winning Trivia Night team – Pilgrims Pride! 
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Wednesdays: Taizé and Vigil at our Evening Worship 

Starting Wednesday, May 20 at 6:30 our Evening Worship includes Taizé chant, a psalm reading, 

and litany of prayers for healing and those who have died.   

 

Thursday Spanish Conversation Class 5:45-6:30 pm 

Join us for conversations in Spanish prior to our Evening Worship each Thursday. All levels of 

Spanish speakers welcome and encouraged to attend. Hosted by Al Llanos. We will start by 

praying el Padre Nuestro (the Lord’s Prayer) together.  

 

Movie Night at St. Thomas' Goes Virtual  

On June 6, join us for movie night on Zoom, starting 

at 7:30pm. Bob and Lynn Moluf will host the recent 

Netflix release "A Secret Love," which would have 

been screened at SXSW this year. It is a 

documentary about two Chicago women who kept 

their love affair hidden from their families and 

colleagues for six decades. They only emerged from 

the shadows after they needed to move to assisted 

care and, of course, would only agree to it, if they could remain together. It carries a Rotten 

Tomatoes rating of 100%. 

 

Bring some popcorn, a beverage, and a box of tissues to your home theater. The movie has a run 

time of 1 hour, 22 minutes. Afterwards we can discuss the movie online. 

See you on the sofa!  

 

Resources for Climate Change Action! 

It was nice to see many of you in attendance at our Finding Hope in Revelation series on 

Wednesday nights. A special thank you to Jason Forman for his leadership in this area. A few 

resources to share from the last two sessions: 

• Episcopal Public Policy Network: 

Office of Government Affairs links 

Sign up for the EPPN: https://episcopalchurch.org/OGR/action-alerts (on the right hand 

side) 

Creation Care Series (8-part education, prayer and advocacy 

series): https://episcopalchurch.org/OGR/creation-care 

  Broader Church links 

Creation Care work: https://episcopalchurch.org/creation-care 

• Citizens’ Climate Lobby 

CCL Info Session 
Hosted live weekly on Wednesdays at 8 pm ET: cclusa.org/intro 
 

https://episcopalchurch.org/OGR/action-alerts
https://episcopalchurch.org/OGR/creation-care
https://episcopalchurch.org/creation-care
http://www.cclusa.org/intro
http://www.cclusa.org/intro
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 

St. Thomas’ Parish 

1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

 

Celebrating Our May Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

David Swanson (May 3) 

Ashley Ashworth (May 5) 

Jeremy Ayers (May 19) 

Kevin Montgomery (May 30) 

 

Anniversaries 

David Insinga and Bob McDonald (May 7) 
       

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Prayer List 
 

Paula Amadeo Dodson Family Dave Kucharski Hunter Ray 
Annemarie Bohler Michael Fitzpatrick Asheesh Kumar Mary Ellen Reed 
Matthew Briggs Cindy Gangler Chuck Lopez Gene Robinson 
John Paul Clark Andrew Greer Catherine Manhardt Baby Sabag 
Brianna Clifford Chris Hartenau Bill McDonald Trisha Shaffer 
Peggy Ann Cohen Len Hawley David C. Montgomery Justin Small 
Dan Costello Leighton Honea Donna Norman Gunjan Veda 
Brian Crane Kristin Jones Steve Parsons Teresa Zagami 

 
For the repose of the souls of: 

Jerry Beals William Puckett Wilfredo Torres  
Andy Bonilla Nancy Littlefield Stine Maria Valdes  
Ed Harri John Stone David Yoder  

 
You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  administrator@stthomasdc.org 
 
Please note: the names above will be removed as of June 1, unless the office is informed that the name 
should continue to be listed, which we are happy to do. Henceforth, names will be listed for three weeks 
unless otherwise requested. Please send all requests to: administrator@stthomasdc.org.  

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden 

Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden 

Jennie Allison, Treasurer 

Jean Holman, Clerk 

Jennie Allison, Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Bettina Hager,  

Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, Gregory Zitterkob 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Priest-in Charge lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson Bishop in Residence @BishopGRobinson 

Nolan DiFrancesco Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           Nursery Care Worker  

 
 

  

 

   

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


