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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     DUPONT CIRCLE  

 

                  
 
Third Sunday of Easter – April 26, 2020 
 
Prelude    “Blessed Assurance” 
 
Opening Hymn 460  “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen! 
People: The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
The Collect 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open 
the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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First Reading   Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let the entire 
house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.” 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are 
far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other 
arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So 
those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 
were added. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord         People:      Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 116: 1-3, 10-17         (sung by soloist) 

                  
 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

 The cords of death entangled me; 
the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
I came to grief and sorrow. 

 Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: * 
"O LORD, I pray you, save my life." 

 How shall I repay the LORD * 
for all the good things he has done for me? 

 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
in the presence of all his people. 

 Precious in the sight of the LORD * 
is the death of his servants. 

 O LORD, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
you have freed me from my bonds. 

 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
in the presence of all his people, 

 In the courts of the LORD’s house, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
Hallelujah! 
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The Holy Gospel   Luke 24: 13-35 
 

Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People:                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had 
happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with 
them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you 
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of 
them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who 
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What 
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him 
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they 
had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with 
us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 
Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and 
then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 
on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the 
day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were 
not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 
opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and 
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord 
has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the 
road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                The Rev. Lisa Ahuja and Cindy Adkins 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon 
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 Hymn   “O Lord Hear My Prayer”    Taize 

 
 
Prayers of the People                                 
 
Let us empty our hearts and minds and make room to recognize the Risen Lord in our lives, 
praying, Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Risen Lord, in times of unrest and uncertainty, help us to not look backward in fear at what seems 
lost, but rather forward with conviction, trusting that with you there is redemption and strength. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
The book of Hebrews teaches us to “run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” We pray 
for our Priest in Charge, our Vestry and lay leaders, and our bishops. We pray that they may be 
filled with Divine stamina as they minister to your people. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, the Apostle Peter said, “If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, 
so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.” We pray for the leaders of this city, 
this nation, and this world, and particularly for all healthcare workers, first responders, and other 
personnel essential to our daily lives. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Lord, the Psalms offer that “He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find 
refuge.” We pray for those who are underemployed, unemployed, homeless, or hungry. Reveal to 
those of us who are able how we can uphold our brothers and sisters in need. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, Isaiah says, “Then your light will break forth like dawn, and your healing will quickly 
appear.” We pray for the sick that they may be made well, and for the dying that they may find 
peace. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, when we are separated physically, remind us that none of us is truly alone. Bless us in our 
brokenness, mend our hearts when they ache, and let us rejoice in the resurrection of our Savior. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray especially for those on our parish prayer list.  
(The people are invited to offer prayers and thanksgivings, either silently or aloud, ending with) 
 Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who have died. Give rest, Risen Christ, to your servants with your saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more, 
neither sighing, but life everlasting.  
Comfort those who grieve with your love and peace. Amen. 
 

The Peace  
 

Celebrant: The Peace of the Risen Christ be always with you.    
All: And also with you. 
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. 
 

 
Offertory Anthem   “Bread of Life” 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

UR FATHER IN HEAVEN,  
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from  
the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and forever.  Amen. 

O 
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Spiritual Communion Prayer 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all:  

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.  

(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

 
Blessing    
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his 
will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  
 

Dismissal  
Celebrant:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!  
People:  Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 

Organ Postlude    “Toccata”     Widor 
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  •   DUPONT CIRCLE                

Announcements for Sunday April 26, 2020 
 

  

A Note from Our Priest in Charge  

  

Dear Friends, 

 

Today we join together in worship and coffee hour to give thanks 

for the ministry of Cindy Adkins at St. Thomas’ Parish. While we 

had hoped to celebrate her retirement in person, we will do our 

best to honor the ways we’ve witnessed the Spirit of God alive in 

and through her ministry as Music Director. Cindy and her 

daughter Jeanie have also prepared a special live music event 

to include St. Thomas’ Parish on Facebook to begin at 2:00 pm this afternoon. We will aim 

to live stream from our Facebook page.    

 

As I mentioned in our announcements last week, we are now using the same Zoom Code 

and Password for all of our worship, fellowship (coffee hour, social events, etc.), study, and 

office hours. This common Zoom Code is new. We will do our best to share this code and 

password on Realm and through the Phoenix e-newsletter email list. If you haven’t received 

it, please do email Rev. Lisa or Nolan in the office. Individual meetings or committee 

meetings will use a different code that will be shared for the specific event/meeting. A 

children’s event will also have a specific code shared with parents/guardians. 

 

Please note, we have a few new additions to our Zoom calendar for worship and office 

hours. We will no longer have Evening Prayer on Saturday evenings. 

 

Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week. 

 

Sunday, April 26: 

 9:30 am   “Acts in Easter” study 

 10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom, or go to our Facebook page) 

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour, celebrating Cindy! 
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Monday, April 27: 

 7:30-8:00 am  Morning Devotions and Chat – new  

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 7:00-7:30 pm   “The Way of Love” Small Group 

 

Tuesday, April 28: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Wednesday, April 29: 

 10:00-11:00 am    Open Office Hours – new  

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 7:00-7:45 pm   Study Series: “Finding Hope in Revelation” 

 

Thursday, April 30: 

 7:30-8:00 am    Morning Devotions and Chat – new  

 6:00-6:30 pm    Open Office Hours – new  

 6:30-7:00 pm    Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 7:00-7:30 pm   “The Challenge of Paul” Small Group 

 

Friday, May 1: 

 6:30-7:00 pm   Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.) 

 

Sunday, May 3 

 9:30 am   “Acts in Easter” study  

 10:30 am   Worship (on Zoom, or go to our Facebook page) 

    With guest preacher, Mildred Reyes,  

Missioner for Formation and Diocesan Initiatives 

 11:15 am   Coffee Hour  

 

New Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.),  Study, and Open 

Office Hours. 

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718 

Password: 151718th       

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09  

Dial by your location 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

https://zoom.us/j/94764424718?pwd=WFhJM0M5N2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
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Open Office Hours: 

You’ll notice time on our weekly schedule for open office hours. Nolan and I will be on this 

zoom session on Wednesdays, and I’ll be joined by different parishioners on Thursdays 

prior to our Evening Worship. 

 

This is a time to stop by if you’d like to chat, have questions for us on ministries or the 

building, or would like assistance with technology (using zoom, Realm, etc.) This is a time 

Nolan and I usually meet, but we are happy for you to pop in! We have missed the flow of 

St. Thomas’ parishioners stopping by the office.  

 

 

St. Thomas’ Parish Trivia Night!  

Save the date for our first Virtual Trivia Night!  

Saturday, May 16th from 6:30-8:00 pm we’ll have a 

Trivia Night on Zoom.  

Details for how to sign up and prepare your team will 

be provided next week.  

(You can either sign up with a team of up to 8 people or be randomly assigned a team). 

 

Be thinking of friends who may like to join you in this event, as social events are great 

opportunities to introduce friends and family to our parish.  

 

 

We continue to respond to the need in our community, identified by Al Llanos,Social 

Worker 

Thank you to so many who have contributed formula, diapers, and even a crib to your 
families served by St. Thomas' Member Al.  He shares that there is still a need for 
powdered milk (Nido) and diapers sizes 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. Al's contact information to 
contribute/coordinate delivery is: 202-604-3084 or alllanosdc@gmail.com  
 
See below for the original note from Al, explaining his ministry in the community. 

 
Thanks, 
Lisa 
  
  
 
 

mailto:alllanosdc@gmail.com
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From St. Thomas’ Member Al, who serves as a social worker in Columbia Heights: 
 
Hope that this email finds you well. I want to share with you a little bit about my work.  
 
Over the past six years my organization – The United Planning Organization (UPO) – has 
been providing Bell Teen Parents and CDC technical assistance to 32 low income families 
whose parents are immigrants from Central America. Some of them are teen parents (15 
years old). Due to the pandemic, most parents are out of work. The children who attend the 
Center are between two weeks and three and a half years. Today these children stay at 
home with their families most of the day.  
 
Parents are in urgent need of items such as formula. (Similac 
Advance) Although they have their WIC checks, these funds are 
not enough to cover their needs.  
 
I work as a Family Engagement Specialist for UPO / Bell Teen 
Parents and CDC. One of my functions is to connect Parents with 
social services and provide them Advocacy and Child Development trainings among others. 
Unfortunately, in these times of crisis the Center as well as many agencies are closed. 
These families are in urgent need. These parents are specifically seeking donations for 
formula.  
 
Al 
 
(Al lives near St. Thomas’ Parish on Beekman Place, NW. Call him for address or drop off. 
202-604-3084) 
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information: 
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja 

St. Thomas’ Parish 

1517 18th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

1-202-361-2018 (cell) 

lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Our April Birthdays 

 
Birthdays 

Catherine Manhardt (April 4) 

Dennis Hobb (April 7) 

Jane Saari (April 12) 

Eric Scharf (April 22) 

Peter Jue (April 23) 
       

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at 

administrator@stthomasdc.org. 

 

 

 

Parish Prayer List 

Gene Robinson, Cindy Gangler, Annemarie Bohler, Matthew Briggs, Len Hawley, Michael Fitzpatrick 

(stepfather of Jessie Brewster), Peggy Ann Cohen, Kristin Jones, Dave Kucharski, Steve Parsons, Paula 

Amadeo, Bill McDonald, Brian Crane, the Dodson family, Chris Hartenau, Donna Norman, Mary Ellen 

Reed, Trisha Shaffer, Brianna Clifford, David Clayton Montgomery, Teresa Zagami, baby Sabag, Catherine 

Manhardt, John Paul Clark, Andrew Greer Asheesh Kumar, Hunter Ray, Leighton Honea, Justin Small, Chuck 

Lopez, Dan Costello; for the repose of the souls of Florence Gould, Andy Bonilla, Wilfredo Torres, David Yoder, 

Ed Harri, and Nancy Littlefield Stine. 

You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to:  prayers@office.stthomasdc.org.  

 

 

mailto:lahuja@stthomasdc.org
mailto:administrator@stthomasdc.org
mailto:prayers@office.stthomasdc.org
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Vestry 
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden 

Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden 

Jennie Allison, Treasurer 

Jean Holman, Clerk 

Jennie Allison, Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Reggie Greer,  

Bettina Hager, Jane Saari, Gregory Zitterkob 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja Priest-in Charge lahuja@stthomasdc.org 

  cell: 202-361-2018 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson Bishop in Residence @BishopGRobinson 

Cindy Adkins                               Music Director cadkins@stthomasdc.org 

Nolan DiFrancesco Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis                           Nursery Care Worker  

Clifford Bowens                           Nursery Care Worker  

 
 

  

Please Note: Our Office is closed through May 16. 

   

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1517 18th Street NW  Washington, DC 20036   (202) 808-3326 

  
 

 

 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org 


