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Dedication and Consecration of a Church 
X When all are ready, Bishop Budde says the following 
 
Through the ages, Almighty God has moved people to build houses of prayer and praise, 
and to set apart places for the ministry of God’s holy Word and Sacraments.  With 
gratitude for the building of St. Thomas’ Parish, we are now gathered to dedicate and 
consecrate it in God’s Name. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for making us in your image, to share in the  
ordering of your world.  Receive the work of our hands in this place, now to be set apart 
for your worship, the building up of the living, and the remembrance of the dead, to the 
praise and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
X Standing at the door of the church, Bishop Budde says 
Let the doors be opened! 
 
X The door is opened. With the pastoral staff the Bishop marks the threshold with the sign of the cross saying 
Peace be to this house, and to all who enter here:  In the Name of the holy and undivided 
Trinity. Amen. 
 
Blessing of the Baptismal Font  
X Bishop moves to the Font, lays a hand upon it, and says 
 
O Creator of all, we thank you that through the waters of Baptism we die to sin and are 
made new in Christ. Grant through your Spirit that those baptized here may enjoy the 
liberty and splendor of the children of God. 
 
Bishop Budde    There is one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People         One God and Creator of all. 
 
We dedicate this Font in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
X Water is poured into the Font, and the Bishop says 
 
Bishop Budde    The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Bishop Budde  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
X Facing the Font, the Bishop says 
 

E THANK YOU, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit 
moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel 
out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus 

received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the 
Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into 
everlasting life. 
 
 

W 
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We thank you, Creator of all, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in 
his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come 
to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Grant, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and 
born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 
To Christ, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Renewal of Baptismal Vows  
Bishop Robinson  In our baptism we died with Christ and were buried with him, so that we 

might rise with him to a new life within the family of Christ’s Church. We 
now meet to renew the promises made at our baptism, to affirm our 
allegiance to Christ and our rejection of all that is evil. 

 

Priest       Do you believe in God the Father? 
People          I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of    
  heaven and earth. 

Priest       Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People          I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.   
  Jesus was conceived by the power of the Holy    
  Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. Christ suffered   
  under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was   
  buried. Christ descended to the dead. On the third   
  day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,    
  and is seated at the right hand of God. Christ    
  will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Priest       Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People           I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic    
  Church, the communion of saints, the     
  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,    
  and the life everlasting. 

Priest        Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and    
  fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People           I will, with God’s help 

Priest        Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,  
  repent and return to the Lord?  
People           I will, with God’s help. 

Priest       Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News  
  of God in Christ? 
People           I will, with God’s help. 
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Priest       Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving    
  your neighbor as yourself? 
People           I will, with God’s help. 

Priest      Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,   
  and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People           I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Robinson Almighty God, in our baptism you have consecrated us to be temples of 
your Holy Spirit. May we, whom you have counted worthy, nurture this 
gift of your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith and worship you with 
upright lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Dedication of the Gene Robinson Chapel  
X People move to the chapel  
Bishop Robinson Let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. 

Lift up your hands in the holy place 
People  And bless the  Lord. 
 
Bishop Robinson  Let us pray. 
 
Bishop Robinson  Almighty God, from you comes every good prayer, and you pour out on  

those who desire it the spirit of grace and supplication: Deliver your 
servants when they draw near to you in this place from coldness of heart 
and wanderings of mind, that with steadfast thoughts and kindled 
affections they may worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn     “Come all ye people”  
X People move up the Ascension staircase and make their way into the sanctuary.  
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Hymn    “The Church is one foundation” 
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Prayer for the Consecration of Sanctuary  
X Please remain standing  
 
Bishop Budde   Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
People  The maker of heaven and earth. 
Bishop Budde  Let us pray. 
 
Bishop Budde continues  
Everliving God, watchful and caring, our source and our end: All that we are and all that 
we have is yours. Accept us now, as we dedicate this place to which we come to praise 
your Name, to ask your forgiveness, to know your healing power, to hear your Word, and 
to be nourished by the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. Be present always to guide and 
to judge, to illumine and to bless your people. Amen.  
 
Wardens 
Lord Jesus Christ, make this a temple of your presence and a house of prayer. Be always 
near us when we seek you in this place. Draw us to you, when we come alone and when 
we come with others, to find comfort and wisdom, to be supported and strengthened, to 
rejoice and give thanks. May it be here, Lord Christ, that we are made one with you and 
with one another, so that our lives are sustained and sanctified for your service. Amen. 
 
The Priest in charge  
Holy Spirit, open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts, that we may grow closer to you 
through joy and through suffering. Be with us in the fullness of your power as new 
members are added to your household, as we grow in grace through the years, when we 
are joined in marriage, when we turn to you in sickness or special need, and, at the last, 
when we are committed into God’s hands. Amen. 
 
Bishop Budde   Now, most glorious and Holy Trinity, sanctify this place; 
People  For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
Bishop Budde  Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; 
People  And you are exalted as head over all.  Amen. 
 
Bishop Budde proceeds to the Lectern, lays a hand upon it, and says 
 
God of Love, your eternal Word speaks to us through the words of Holy Scripture. Here 
we read about your mighty acts and purposes in history, and about those whom you chose 
as the agents of your will. Inspired by the revelation of your Son, we seek your present 
purposes.  Give us ears to hear and hearts to obey. 
 
Bishop Budde  May the words of our mouth, and the meditation of our heart, 
People   Be acceptable to you, O Lord our God. 
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Bishop Budde then says 
O God, in every age you have spoken through the voices of prophets, pastors, and 
teachers.  Purify the lives and the lips of those who speak here, that your word only may 
be proclaimed, and your word only may be heard. 
 
Bishop  Your word is a lantern to our feet, 
People And a light upon our path. 
 
We dedicate and bless this Lectern in the Name of the holy and undivided Trinity. Amen. 
 
First Lesson  Acts 1:1-11  
X Please be seated for the reading of Scripture.  
 

N THE FIRST BOOK, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from 
the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he 

presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during 
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he 
said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods 
that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were 
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, 
"Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 

Lector:  The word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  
  

I 
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Hymn  “How lovely is thy dwelling-place” 
X Stand, as able.  
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Second Reading   Ephesians 1:15-23 
X Please be seated. 

 HAVE HEARD of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of 
your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what 
are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.  

God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him 
at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to 
come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things 
for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Lector:  The word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Rededication of the Organ 
X Stand, as able. 

Bishop Robinson  God of joy, your people worship you with many voices and sounds, in 
times of joy and sorrow. Move us to express the wonder, the power, and 
the glory of your creation in the music we make and in the songs we sing. 

 
Bishop Robinson Praise God with the sound of the trumpet; 
People  Praise God with strings and pipe. 
 
Bishop Robinson We dedicate this organ and all other instruments in the Name of the holy 

and undivided Trinity. Amen. 
 
  

I 
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Hymn   “When in our music God is glorified” 

 
 
The Holy Gospel   Luke 24:44-53 
 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

ESUS SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you-that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, 
and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to 
rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of 
these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in 
the city until you have been clothed with power from on high." 

 

 

J 
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Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While 
he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they 
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God. 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord.   
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Sermon    The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde, 
    Bishop of The Episcopal Diocese of Washington  
X Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon 
 
Litany for the church  

 
Priest  Let us pray for this parish and our community. 
 
Intercessors continue  
For the founders and pioneers of this parish, for their generous giving and service,  
We give you thanks, O God. 
 

For the faithful members of this parish throughout the years, for their perseverance and 
boldness in prayer,  
We give you thanks, O God. 
 

For the architects, construction workers, and all who made this building possible. 
We give you thanks, O God. 
 

For those who have shared their faith with others and the lives they have nourished,  
We give you thanks, O God. 
 

For the children and young people of this parish, for the love they have received and the 
questions they have asked,  
We give you thanks, O God. 
 

For the past, present, and future clergy of this parish, for the true worship and thoughtful 
preaching they have offered,  
We give you thanks, O God. 
 

For the people who have found faith through this parish, for their spiritual gifts and their 
joy in belonging,  
We give you thanks, O God. 
 

For all who have been and will be baptized, confirmed, or married, that the Holy Spirit 
shines through their lives and witness,  
We give you thanks, O God. 
 

For all whose earthly life has been remembered here, for holy examples given, and 
comfort and peace received,  
We give you thanks, O God. 
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For the people who remember and pass on our community’s history, for stories 
remembered and told with love,  
We give you thanks, O God. 
 

For this city of Washington, for our mayor and city officials, and for St. Thomas’ ministry 
in the years that have passed and the years still to come, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the least, the last and the outsiders of our surrounding community to find a welcome 
here, in Christ,  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all who seek faith in this city to discover the Good News here, in their own language, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all who are broken or discouraged that they may find healing and peace here,  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Forgive the sins and failures of our past, and reveal new possibilities for our future. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Give us the imagination to see a future transformed by faith in Christ, and the will to 
work towards it with all our strength. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Give us such trust in you, our generous God, that our own generosity may overflow in 
giving our time, talent, and treasure in your service. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Give us the grace to write new chapters in our unfolding story, and to be transformed by 
your Spirit, putting our trust in your promised hope. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Bishop Robinson:   We give you thanks, O God, for the gifts of your people, and for the work  

of many hands, which have beautified this place and furnished it for the 
celebration of your holy mysteries. Accept and bless all we have done, and 
grant that in these earthly things we may behold the order and beauty of 
things heavenly; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Rededicating the altar 
X Standing, as able. 
 
Bishop Budde  Let us now pray for the setting apart of the Altar. 
X With arms extended, the Bishop says 
 
Bishop Budde  We praise you, Almighty and eternal God, that for us and for our 

salvation, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to be born among us, that    
  through Christ we might become your children. 

People        Blessed be your Name, Lord God. 
 
Bishop Budde  We praise you for Christ’s life on earth, and for his death upon the cross, 

 through which Christ offered himself as a perfect sacrifice. 
People   Blessed be your Name, Lord God. 
 
Bishop Budde  We praise you for raising Christ from the dead, and for exalting Christ to 

 be our great High Priest. 
People   Blessed be your Name, Lord God. 
 
Bishop Budde   We praise you for sending your Holy Spirit to make us holy, and to unite 

us in your holy Church. 
People   Blessed be your Name, Lord God. 
 
Bishop Budde lays a hand upon the Table, and continues 
Lord God, hear us. Sanctify this Table dedicated to you. Let it be to us a sign of the 
heavenly Altar where your saints and angels praise you for ever. Accept here the continual 
recalling of the sacrifice of your Son. Grant that all who eat and drink at this holy Table 
may be fed and refreshed by Christ’s flesh and blood, be forgiven for their sins, united 
with one another, and strengthened for your service. 
Blessed be your Name, undivided Trinity; now and for endless ages.  Amen. 
 
X Members of the congregation vest the Altar, place the vessels on it, and light the candles during the following hymn  
 



 

14    Consecration of St. Thomas’ Parish  

Hymn  “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” Nicaea  
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The Peace 
 
Bishop Robinson The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People       And also with you. 
X Then the bishop and other clergy and the people greet one another. 
 
Welcome and Acknowledgments 

Invitation and Offertory Sentence  
XAn offering is collected to support the work of sharing God’s love with the world and living out God’s mission. 
The bread and wine are brought forward to the altar as the Deacon prepares the altar.  

XYou can also text STTHOMASDC ($AMOUNT) to 73256 to give to General 
Fund using our Realm software. Standard text message rates do apply.  

Offertory Anthem  “Christ has no body now but yours”            David Ogden 
 

Christ has no body now but yours 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours 
Yours are the eyes with  
which he sees 
Yours are the feet with  
which he walks 
Yours are the hands with which  
he blesses all the world 
Yours are the hands 
 
Christ has no body now but yours 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours 
Yours are the eyes with which he sees 
Yours are the feet with which he walks 
Yours are the hands with which  
he blesses all the world 
Yours are the feet 

 

Christ has no body now but yours 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours 
Yours are the eyes with  
which he sees 
Yours are the feet with  
which he walks 
Yours are the hands with which  
he blesses all the world 
Yours are the hands,  
Yours are the feet,  
Yours are the eyes 
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Presentation Hymn   Alleluia, sing to Jesus  
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The Great Thanksgiving  

We invite all those who seek God and a deeper life in Christ 
to receive the sacrament of Holy Eucharist. 

To receive communion, take the bread in the palm of your hand. 
Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you. 

If you do not wish to receive the bread and wine but would like a blessing,  
please come forward and cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders  

and a priest will provide a blessing. 

Bishop Budde  The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you. 
Bishop Budde  Lift up your hearts. 
People         We lift them to the Lord. 
Bishop Budde  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Bishop proceeds 

T IS RIGHT, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our great 
High Priest; in whom we are built up as living stones of a holy temple, that we might 

offer before you a sacrifice of praise and prayer which is holy and pleasing in your sight. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
 

I 
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Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

 

 

 
Then the Bishop continues 
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all. 
 
Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
The Bishop continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts. 
 

Blessed   is      the    One 
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Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for 
ever. AMEN! 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us,  
 
People and Bishop 

UR FATHER IN HEAVEN, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
  

O 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
XThe Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

 
 
Bishop  The gifts of God for the people of God.  
 
XCommunion is distributed at a station at the foot of the steps to the altar. 
All enter via the center aisle (alternating sides for each person) and return via the side aisles.  
 
Communion Hymn      
XSung by all during the distribution of communion. 
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Hymn          “Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord”  
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Hymn          “Seek ye first”  

 
 
Communion Anthem        “Gather us in”                      Marty Haugen   
 
Here in this place, new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away, 
See, in this space,  
our fears and our dreamings, 
Brought here to you in  
the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
 
 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery; 
We are the old, who yearn for your face; 
We have been sung  
throughout all of history, 
Called to be light to the  
whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly, 
Give us the courage to enter the song. 
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Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 
Here you shall call your  
sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 
Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy  
and hearts that are true. 
 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
Not in some heaven, light years away, 
But here in this place,  
the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, now is the day. 
Gather us in, and hold us for ever, 
Gather us in, and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 

Prayer after Communion  
XSaid by all, standing.  
 
Bishop Budde:  Let us pray.  
 

OVING GOD,  
you have raised our humanity in Christ 
and have fed us with the bread of heaven: 

mercifully grant that,  
nourished with such spiritual blessings, 
we may set our hearts in the heavenly places; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
Blessing  
XBishop Budde blesses the people with the following words.  
 

AY THE SPIRIT, 
who set the Church on fire upon the day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
the glorious and undivided Trinity 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L 

M 
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Hymn                  “Sing a new Church into being”      
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Dismissal 
Deacon  Go forth now in the Name of Christ. 

Go into this city.  
Go into your own neighborhoods.  
Go to unknown lands and places. 
Go where God’s name is well known and where it has yet to be known.  
Go to those who welcome you and to those who reject you.  
Go forth into the world and share the Good News of God’s love. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
Postlude                   Toccata (from Symphony for Organ No. 5).                           Widor 
 

 
Reception to follow on the fourth floor. 
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Our Founding 
1891, we were founded as Calvary Parish (later to be called St. Thomas’ Parish) to 
serve the Dupont Circle area, and the Rev. J.A. Aspinwall was called to be our first 
rector. 
1894, the Cornerstone of the new St. Thomas’ church building was laid, and on June 
25, 1899 the first service in the new, cruciform stone church was held. It was 
described as “the most beautiful ecclesiastical building in the District” and had a 
gilded cross that could be seen over the Dupont Circle skyline. The stately look of the 
old St. Thomas’ building symbolized the parish’s life in its early years. Worshipers 
entered through wrought iron and glass doors and filed down the center aisle as light 
shone through stained glass windows. 
1902, Mr. Aspinwall resigns; the Rev. C. Ernest Smith becomes our second rector. 

 
 
 

The Church of Presidents 
In the early days, St. Thomas’ was known as “very high society” 
because so many of the Washington elite came through its doors, 
including Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry Truman, and Mrs. 
Woodrow Wilson. On the first Sunday in Lent, 1933, parishioners 
welcomed the return of Roosevelt, who had been inaugurated as 
president of the United States the day before. From 1913 to 1920, 
while serving as assistant secretary of the Navy, he also had been 
involved with the parish, including a term on the vestry beginning 
in 1918. On his first day back to church as president, hundreds of 
people lined up at the front entrance hoping to get into the 11 
a.m. service. 
1923 St. Thomas’ Hall, the building used for worship until 2016, is 
dedicated. 
1933 President Roosevelt returns to St. Thomas’ Parish for 
worship. 
1936 Dr. Smith retires; the Rev. Howard Sargent Wilkinson called. 
1947 Dr. Wilkinson retires; the Rev. Harold Sedgwick called. 
1952 President Harry S. Truman attends services on Thanksgiving Day. 
1958 Sedgwick retires; the Rev. John Thorn Golding called. 
 

Turbulence of the 1960s 
The next few decades saw the neighborhood surrounding St. Thomas’ shed its aristocratic feel as many of the city’s 
white residents headed to the suburbs. Dupont Circle and the rest of the city became mired in the social upheaval of 
the 1960s. The neighborhood attracted people whose behavior was viewed by some in the mainstream as 
“unconventional,” including a core of artists, hippies, and some who lived on the fringe of society. It was in this setting 
in 1965 that Henry Breul became St. Thomas’ sixth rector. 
 
As the Vietnam War raged in Southeast Asia and the fight for civil rights tore at the domestic fabric, Breul had to 
steer the parish through its own internal struggles with its identity. The church building was used as a shelter and aid 
station for protesters tear-gassed during antiwar demonstrations in Dupont Circle. The parish became involved in a 
vigorous program to tutor the neighborhood’s poor and minority children. 
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In 1966, Breul introduced the annual Rogation Day procession around the neighborhood, a St. Thomas’ variation 
on the English custom of walking the boundaries of the geographical parish. The first Rogation Day procession 
following the fire proclaimed that St. Thomas’ was still alive and well and a vibrant part of the neighborhood. Breul 
commissioned a bright floral print chasuble that would draw attention to the procession and to St. Thomas’ itself. “A 
lot of people didn’t know we still existed,” one current parishioner said. The congregation made its way around 
several city blocks offering blessings along the way. The tradition—and the chasuble in its primary color glory—
continue today. 
 
Martin Luther King’s assassination in 1968 sparked riots that destroyed a large portion of the business district along 
14th Street, only a few blocks away. Breul wrote, “We were worshiping in distressing surroundings and most suburban 
people would not come back downtown without fear and trepidation.” 
1965 Mr. Golding leaves to become a preaching missioner for the Washington Diocese; the Rev. Henry Breul called. 
1966 St. Thomas’ first Rogation Sunday procession through Dupont Circle neighborhood. 
1968 Martin Luther King assassinated; riots begin; President Lyndon Johnson attends St. Thomas’ Parish. 
1969 Mrs. Douglas (Judy) Whitlock becomes first woman to be a member of St. Thomas’ vestry. 

1970—From Arson to Inclusion 
Then came the fire in 1970. It was the last straw for many in the 550-member congregation, which shrank by half and 
then some. The blaze also marked the beginning of severe financial decline from which the parish would take nearly 
two decades to recover. Many view the fire as the defining moment in St. Thomas’ 112-year history because it brought 
about significant changes in the physical and social structure of the parish. “The fire was a seminal event for St. 
Thomas’,” one former parishioner said. “It really cleansed the church.” While St. Thomas’ had already begun to assume 
a more pronounced role as a parish committed to social justice and the concerns of the inner city, the fire in many ways 
solidified that shift. St. Thomas’ — the building and the people — was not what it had been before. 
 

Rachel Keynton, who has been a member of St. Thomas’ since before World War II, 
recalled vividly the day after the fire that destroyed the church building in 1970. The blaze 
had been set by an arsonist who would never be caught. Henry Breul, the rector, stood in 
the parking lot that muggy August Monday as the rubble smoldered behind him. Only the 
walls were left, but they too would have to come down after the intense heat of the fire 
rendered them unstable. 
 
“Well, Rachel, it’s not what it was yesterday,” he said. 
Only portions of the high altar and the Parish Hall had been spared. Physically, St. 
Thomas’ is not what it was before. 
 
Immediately after the fire, the vestry began the Phoenix Rising Project, an effort to set 
a new direction. Among the options considered were rebuilding, merging with another 
parish, selling the property and moving elsewhere, or building a new, multi-use complex. 
In the end, the vestry voted to remain in the same location and carry on an active ministry 
within the community. The area where the old church building stood was converted into 
a park that could be shared with the neighborhood. The Parish Hall, which was left 
standing behind the footprint of the old church, would be converted into a worship space. 
The rest of the building became a center for meetings of community organizations and 

various recovery groups. 
 
St. Thomas’ has long considered itself a welcoming community and played a supportive role in the civil rights struggles 
for blacks and women as far back as the early 1960s, and later for gays and lesbians. During the 1970s, St. Thomas’ was 
one of the few churches that would allow Integrity, the organization of gay Episcopalians who did not feel welcome in 
their own parishes, to celebrate Holy Eucharist in its worship space. As a result, the parish became the spiritual base for 
a number of gay and lesbian Episcopalians trying to find their way back to their Christian faith. St. Thomas’ also 
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distinguished itself as a place that allowed funerals for people who died from HIV/AIDS, whether or not the person 
had been a member of the parish. 
 
By the 1980s, Dupont Circle had evolved into Washington’s gay and lesbian neighborhood. In seeking a new rector, the 
vestry and search committee wanted someone who would continue St. Thomas’ tradition of welcoming all people. 
 
St. Thomas’ started an important new era when the vestry called the Rev. James Holmes to be its rector in 1992. 
Holmes was Associate Rector at St. John’s, Lafayette Square, in Washington, and was known for his pastoral and 
administrative skills, liturgical understanding, and involvement within the Diocese of Washington. He was also openly 
gay and had been in a committed relationship with his partner for more than 15 years. 
 
In 1998 St. Thomas’ adopted a procedure for blessing same-sex unions. This was another important milestone 
in parish history that involved a prayerful, deliberative process among much of the congregation. This process 
transformed our common understanding of the role of the parish in the development and support of committed 
partnerships and marriages. 

 
From 2002 to 2004, our interim rector, the Rev. Elizabeth Carl, provided continuing strong 
leadership. Among other things, she reorganized the parish office and brought in new staff, 
rejuvenated a newcomers’ luncheon, and led the parish in a thoughtful discussion about its 
governance. 
1970 Phoenix Rising Project launched to determine parish future 
1972 Vestry votes to create a park on former site of the church building.  
1974 The altar cross, made by local sculptor John Cavanaugh, is given to the parish by  

         Douglas Whitlock, chair of the Phoenix Rising Project. 
1976 St. Thomas’ Park dedicated; ordination of women approved. 
1991 The Rev. Henry Breul announces his retirement;  
        the Rev. John Keller named priest in charge. 
1992 The Rev. James C. Holmes called as the seventh rector. 
1998 St. Thomas’ approves service for the blessing of same-sex unions. 
2000 Renovation of St. Thomas’ Park completed and park re-dedicated. 
2004 The Rev. James Holmes retires. 
 

2004-Present 

On November 1, 2004, All Saints’ Day, the Rev. Dr. Nancy Lee Jose began to 
serve—and in January 2005 was formally installed—as the eighth rector in St. 
Thomas’ history. During her tenure, St. Thomas’ experienced an unprecedented 
period of growth and expansion of our ministries. Parish leaders determined it was 
time for us to construct a building that better suited our needs as a parish. 
 
In 2005 the parish celebrated the installation of a stained glass window dedicated to 
the memory of our former rector, The Rev. Henry Breul, who was rector at the time 
of the fire that destroyed the historic church building in August 1970. Depicting a 

Phoenix Rising, this window symbolizes our parish and its ability to rise from the ashes  and thrive, in spite of the 
destruction of our original sanctuary. 
 
Since 2009, St. Thomas’ Parish has been actively working to design and build a new church building for our growing 
community of faith. In June 2016, the Rev. Dr. Nancy Lee Jose retired as Rector. In October 2016, the Rev. Alex 
Dyer assumed the duties of Priest-in-Charge at St. Thomas’ Parish. 
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The following items from St. Thomas’ Parish Archives given by members  
over its 128-year history are being used during the Commemoration Service today.  

 

 
Altar and Furniture 

Tapestry Frontal  
and Vestments 

Designed, built and purchased 
for St. Thomas’  

Phoenix Rising Project  
by Rev. Henry H. Bruel 

1973 
 

Cavanaugh Altar Cross 
designed  by John Cavanaugh 

Given in memory of  
Douglas Whitlock  

by the Phoenix Rising Project 1974 
 

St. Thomas’ Altar Bible  
(1929-1970) 

“In Memoriam  
Susan B. Watts 

Given by her daughter 
Caroline W. Flournoy 

First Sunday in Advent 1929”   
 

Large Brass Altar Cross 
(positioned with the ruins) 
“Given in Appreciation of 
the worth and service of 

John A. Aspinwall 
First Rector of  

St. Thomas Church 
By Melville and Sarah Heylinger 

Church”  
 

Brass Altar Cross. Inscribed:  
“Thanks be to God, who giveth 

us the Victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ” 

Lieut. Comdr. John Gibson, U.S.N” 
Given in commemoration of 
his baptism and confirmation 

 
Silver  

Alms Basin. Set of 4. Inscribed: 
“A Thanksgiving to  

Almighty God” 
Mr. and Mrs. Melville Church 

1919 
 
 

 
Alms Basin. Set of 2. Inscribed: 

“Given in memory of  
Adele Anna Jaster 
by her daughter 

Marion Charlotte Jaster 
Easter, 1951”  

and 
Given in memory of  
Adele Anna Jaster 

by her sister 
Marion Charlotte Jaster  

Easter, 1951”   
 

Alms Basin. Inscribed on the rim: 
Thy Prayers and Thine Alms 

Are come up for a  
Memorial before God 

Inscribed on the underside: 
“To the Glory of God 

And In Loving Memory of 
Kilborn Durant Church 
Born March 26, 1895- 
Died July 20, 1902” 

 
Chalice. Inscribed: 

“In Loving Memory of  
Dr. Rufus Martin 

Given by his wife Anita,  
Director of the 
Altar Guild and  
Parish Secretary. 

 
Chalice. Inscribed: 

“In Memory of 
Augusta Bertha Wilson 

Died June 17, 1902 
Drink Ye All of This” 

 
Cruet. Set of 2. Inscribed: 

“To the Greater Glory of God 
and in loving remembrance of 

Elizabeth Beauregard Duke 
February 7, 1895 

 
March 2, 1942 

Given in Devoted Memory 
by her Son  

Peter Beauregard Duke” 

 
Flagon. Inscribed on rim: 

“Glory be to God on High” 
Inscribed on the underside: 

“In Loving Memory of 
Ann Jemison Dorsey” 

 
Flagon/Jug.  

Made in London 1784 
by Hester Bateman 

 
Lavabo bowl. Inscribed: 
“To the Glory of God  

In memory of  
Francis Stoner Davies” 

 
Lavabo bowl. Inscribed: 

“In Memory of 
Rhoda E. Zegowitz 

the gift of her daughter 
Florence Voorhees” 

 
Footed Paten. Inscribed:  
“In Loving Memory of  
Ann Jemison Dorsey” 

 
Paten (two). Inscribed: 

“O Lamb of God That Taketh Away the 
Sins of the World, Have Mercy on Us.” 

“In Memory of  
Augusta Bertha Wilson  
Died June 17th 1902”  

 
Wafer Chest. Inscribed: 

“In Memoriam 
Louise Harrington Leahy 
(Mrs. William D. Leahy) 

A Faithful Parishioner and 
Altar Guild Member 

In Saint Thomas’ Church 
Given by Friends 
Easter Day 1943” 

 
Silver Box. Inscribed:  
“A Thank Offering to 
St. Thomas’ Church 

From  
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Sieber”
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Participating in tonight’s service 
 
Thurifer    Jason Crighton 
Banner bearer:   Catherine Manhardt  
Verger    Lynn Moluf  
Bishop Robinson’s Chaplain:  Jenn Mahl  
Bishop Budde's Chaplain Reggie Greer  
Lectors    John Johnson  
    Barbara Hays 
 
Celebrant   The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde,    
and Preacher   Bishop of The Episcopal Diocese of Washington  
 
Co-Presider   The Right Reverend V. Gene Robinson,  
    Retired Bishop of New Hampshire and  
    Bishop in residence at St. Thomas’ Parish 
 
Assisting Clergy   The Reverend Alex Dyer  
    Priest in Charge of St. Thomas’ Parish  
 
    The Reverend Doctor Nancy Lee Jose 
    Ninth Rector of St. Thomas’ Parish  
 
Chalice bearers:  The Reverend Sam Dessórdi Leite 
    Senior Priest at St. Stephen and the Incarnation  

 
The Reverend Gayle Fisher-Stewart, PhD 

    Interim Rector at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church  
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Thank you to the following people 
 

Hickok Cole Architects 
 

Clear Real Estate Services  
 

Forrester Construction  
 

Elizabeth A. ("Betsy") Karmin 
of Morris, Manning, & Martin, LLP 

 
CCS Fundraising 

 
The Finance Committee  

 
ICS Furnishings  

 
Murray Dewart 

Designer of the Cross 
in Gene Robison Chapel  

 
Susan Pratt-Smith 

Designer of the stained glass 
in Gene Robison Chapel  
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“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus,  
striving to see Christ in each person, and to be Christ  

in our community, our city, and our world.” 
 

Vestry 
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden 

Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden 
Jennie Allison, Treasurer 

Jean Holman, Clerk 
 

Jennie Allison, Jason Crighton, Reggie Greer, Bettina Hager, 
Bob Moluf,  Jane Saari, Gregory Zitterkob 

 
Staff 

 

The Rev. Alex Dyer –  Priest in Charge  adyer@stthomasdc.org 
Paula Buggage –      Parish Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org 
Cindy Adkins –          Music Director  cadkins@stthomasdc.org 
Debbie Robbins –                    Bookkeeper  accountant@stthomasdc.org 
Kimberly Davis --                    Nursery Care Worker  
Clifford Bowens --                   Nursery Care Worker 
  

Assisting Volunteer Clergy  
  
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson –  Bishop in Residence  Twitter:@BishopGRobinson 
 

Parish Office Hours:  
9:30am – 2:30pm Monday thru Friday   

 
St. Thomas’ Parish 

1517 18th Street, NW  Washington, DC 20036   202-808-3326 
  

www.stthomasdc.org  X  info@stthomasdc.org 
 
 
 

 
 


