ST. THOMAS’ PARISH
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

DUPONT CIRCLE

The Presentation
Of Our Lord
February 4, 2018

Holy Eucharist

Prelude
Hymn

“Ave verum corpus (Hail, true body)”
“Christ is made the sure foundation ”

Mozart
Westminster Abbey

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant:
People:

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

Hymn of Praise

God’s peo - ple on
earth.
God’s peo–ple on

“Gloria”

Gloria in excelsis

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

A

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

LMIGHTY AND EVERLIVING GOD, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was
this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts
by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

 All sit

Reading – Malachi 3:1-4

T

HUS SAYS THE LORD, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant
in whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he
will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings
to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord
as in the days of old and as in former years.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Hymn

“How Lovely is thy Dwelling Place”

Brother Jame’s Air

Reading – Hebrews 2:14-18

S

INCE GOD'S CHILDREN SHARE flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is,
the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is
clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high
priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he
himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

Sequence Hymn

Arise, Shine

Ruth Cunningham

 The Gospel is processed into the midst of the people to be read

The Holy Gospel – Luke 2:22-40
Priest:
People:

W

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

HEN THE TIME CAME for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents
of Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the
law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons."

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided
by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do
for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel."
And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own soul too."
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great
age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At
that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor
of God was upon him.
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Christ.

Sermon
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon.

The Rev. Alex Dyer

The Nicene Creed

W

E BELIEVE in one God,
The Nicene Creed is likely
the Father, the Almighty,
the most universally accepted
maker of heaven and earth,
and recognized statements of
of all that is, seen and unseen.
the Christian faith and was
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
adopted in 325 CE. It has
the only Son of God,
been adapted for more
eternally begotten of the Father,
inclusive language.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

Prayers of the People
 All remain standing as able.
Celebrant: Let us pray for our own needs, for the church and for our world.
Leader: Jesus, the Joy of Simeon and Anna who recognize your arrival is a cataclysmic event! Keep
us always surprised and joyful at your sudden arrivals in our hearts and minds and let our lives
radiate the exhilaration of being in your presence. O Lord of Hosts, We put our trust in you.
Jesus, joy of Simeon Simeon and Anna, we present ourselves to you as pilgrims on your
Way. Refine and purify our hearts and souls so that we may find favor as servant messengers of
your Covenant. O Lord of Hosts, We put our trust in you.

Jesus, Joy of Simeon and Anna, attend to the leaders of this and every land who fail to recognize
God's work in the world. Fill their hearts with your wisdom, justice, and mercy and diverge them
from paths of greed and inhumanity. O Lord of Hosts, We put our trust in you
Jesus, Joy of Simeon and Anna, heal all who are seriously ill, frightened, or exhausted, and for
those who tend to their needs. Care for them as sparrows nesting by your altar and give their
wings renewed flight in hope. We pray especially for those on our parish prayer list. O Lord of
Hosts, We put our trust in you.
Jesus, Joy of Simeon and Anna, open our eyes to your place of springs in the desert of sorrow, as
the ones whose loss we mourn are set free in peace to a new life in the fullness of your salvation
and glory. O Lord of Hosts, We put our trust in you.
Jesus, Joy of Simeon and Anna, Grant continuous discernment, wisdom, and prophetic
understanding to those who guide your Church across the world and those who worship within
it. May the Spirit Most High keep us all merciful and faithful servants of your Ways. We pray
especially for: Mariann, our bishop and Michael, our Presiding Bishop. O Lord of Hosts, We put
our trust in you.
Celebrant: Lord God of sun and shield, we, the humble hosts in your Creation, rejoice
with Simeon and Anna, Mary and Joseph, and prepare ourselves for the many risings and
fallings yet to come in our own lives. We re-dedicate ourselves to you on this day and ask
your blessings for strength, integrity, and faithfulness through Jesus the Christ and the
Holy Spirit who live and reign with You as one God, now and for eternity. Amen.

Commissioning of newly elected parish leaders
 Congregation is seated.
Junior Warden: On behalf of the congregation of St. Thomas’ Parish, Dupont Circle, I present:
Catherine Manhardt to serve as Senior Warden, Jennie Allison, Reggie Greer, Bettina Hager, and
Bob Moluf to serve as vestry members, and Jason Foreman to serve as Delegate to Diocesan
Convention.
Celebrant: Have these leaders been elected by the congregation in accordance with the bylaws of
our congregation?
Junior warden: They have.
Celebrant: (to the new leaders) Do you commit yourselves to carry out the responsibilities of the
office to which you have been appointed?
Leaders: I do.
Celebrant: Do you reaffirm your commitment to follow Christ and to serve this congregation in
his name?
Leaders: I do.
Celebrant: (to the congregation) Will you do all in your power to support these leaders with your
prayers, your honest yet gracious communication with them, and your willingness to help them
carry out Christ’s ministry in this church?
Congregation: We will.

Celebrant: In the name of this congregation I commission you for this work, and pledge you our
prayers, encouragement, and support. May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen you, that in this,
and in all things, you may do God’s will in the service of the kingdom of Christ. Amen.
Almighty God, look with favor upon these persons who have now reaffirmed their commitment to
follow Christ and to serve in his name and have agreed to serve our parish faithfully. Give them
courage, patience, and vision; and strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of witness to the world,
and of service to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of The Lord be always with you.
Announcements (see insert)

People: And also with you.

Offertory Sentence
 The offering is collected to support the work of sharing God’s love with the world and living out God’s
mission. The bread and wine are brought forward to the altar as the Priest prepares the altar.

Offertory Anthem

“It Was to Older Folk”

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

I

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

T IS RIGHT AND A GOOD and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh,
you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in
the face of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Bell

To you indeed be glory, Almighty God, because on the night before he died, your Son, Jesus
Christ, took bread; when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and
said: “Take, eat this is my body which is given for you; do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood poured out for you; do this as often as you drink
it for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;
Loving God, recalling now Christ’s death and resurrection, we ask you to accept this our sacrifice
of praise. Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and this wine and upon us and our celebration
that we may be fed with the body and blood of your Son and be filled with your life and goodness.
Strengthen us to do your work, and to be your body in the world. Unite us in Christ and give us
your peace. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

O

UR FATHER in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and after a moment of silence, all sing.

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God.
 Communion is distributed at a station at the foot of the steps to the altar.
All enter via the center aisle (alternating sides for each person) and return via the side
aisles.

Hymn

“Sing We of the Blessed Mother”

Rustington

The Blessing of the Candles
The Celebrant blesses the candles, saying
Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light, pour into the hearts of your faithful people
the brilliance of your eternal splendor, that we, who by these kindling flames light up this temple
to your glory, may have the darkness of our souls dispelled, and so be counted worthy to stand
before you in that eternal temple where you live and reign, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
God is worthy of all thanksgiving and praise.
Blessed are you, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe!
You make our darkness to be light.
For with you is the well of life
and in your light shall we see light.
Blessed be God for ever.

Nunc Dimitis
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.
A light to lighten the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
My own eyes have seen the salvation:
which you have prepared in the sight of every people.
A light to lighten the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
A light to reveal you to the nations:
and the glory of your people Israel.
A light to lighten the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who did not die until they welcomed the
Messiah. May we, who have received these your gifts beyond words prepare to meet Christ Jesus
when he comes to bring us eternal life; for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
We thank you, Lord, that you have fed us in this Sacrament, united us with Christ, and given
us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all humankind. Amen.
 Extinguish the candles

The Blessing
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will;
and the blessing of God almighty, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

Hymn

“Lord Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing”

Sicilian

Dismissal
Celebrant:
People:

Let us go forth in the name of Christ!
Thanks be to God!

Postlude

“Toccata”

Widor

Serving today
Greeters:

David Swanson
Nate Vaagen

Ushers:

Jennie Allison
Doug Evans

Coffee Hour:
Verger:

George Mazza
Linda Hollingsworth
John Johnson

Chalice:

Reggie Greer

Lector:

Jim Mills

Intercessor:

John Johnson

Offertory Guild:

Benny Young

Vestry Host:

Doug Evans

Vestry Teller:

Stephen Schembs

Celebrating Our Janurary Birthdays
Bob McDonald (Jan. 16), Gregory Zitterkob (Jan. 22), David Insinga (Jan 23), and John Coonrod (Jan 31)
*If your birthday is not listed here, please let Robert know info@stthomasdc.org.

Prayer List
Grace Crane, Peggy Ann Cohen, Kristin Jones, DeSha Montgomery (Kevin's mother), Ibby
Allison (Jennie's mother), Jen Knapp and family, Alioune and Nancy, Fran, Jim Murphy, Sara
Hamilton, Dave Kucharski, Stephanie, Danielle Montiel, Wayne Floyd (husband of our former rector,
Nancy Lee Jose), Andrew Rutledge (seminary student sponsored by St. Thomas'), and for the repose of
the soul of Supriya Banavalikar.

ST. THOMAS’ PARISH
February 4, 2018
Farewell to Becky, Josh, and Pippa
Becky, Josh, and Pippa have decided to end their formal relationship with
St. Thomas’ Parish. Becky has had a long relationship first as a seminarian,
then serving as Assistant Rector, and most recently as adjunct clergy. Josh
has also served usher and a lector. Becky will celebrate the eucharist on
February 11.

Online Bible Study
Join us Wednesdays at 12:05 pm for a 40-minute Bible study. Our priest in charge leads a group through
the Book of Acts. Learn about the first Christians and what we can learn from them. Just login from you
smartphone or computer, go to https://zoom.us/j/999435829. This week: ACTS 14

Thirsting for LGBTQI Justice
Our series continues in partnership with All Souls’, St. Luke’s, and St.
Margaret’s as we explore justice for queer (LGBTQI) people. Join us at All
Souls’ Church (2300 Cathedral Avenue NW - Near the Woodley Park metro
stop) on Thursday, February 8 from 6:30-8:30. Dinner provided.

Mail Returned to Sender
If you or your bank has had any mail you sent to the office returned to sender, please check and make sure
that you are using our new mailing address (1777 Church St. NW Washington, DC 20036). If you have any
questions, please reach out to Robert at info@stthomasdc.org or 202-332-0607 ext. 217

Shrove Tuesday

Save the date. On February 13, we will gather with parishioners from St. Luke’s Church and St. Margaret’s
Church for pancakes, jambalaya, and much more. St. Margaret’s Church (1830 Connecticut Avenue, NW)
will be hosting this year. Time TBD.

Ashes-to-go volunteers needed

Lent begins February 14 this year. If you’re interested in helping Alex distribute ashes
at the Dupont Metro Station south entrance, then please let Alex know ASAP. More
of God’s people are in the world than in the churches on Ash Wednesday. Ashes, as
a reminder of our mortality and a call to repentance, belong to the public spaces and
the daily work of our lives, not just to the times and spaces of the regular worshiping
community.

Ash Wednesday services @ St. Luke’s
Date:
Time:

February 14
12:00 pm service and 6:30 pm service.

Lenten Series with St. Luke’s and St. Margaret’s
The Gospel of Luke: A Gender Justice Reading
Wednesdays, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., February 21 through March 21 Location TBD
Episcopalians around the world will read the Gospel according to Luke during Lent as part of "The Good
Book Club" 50-day Bible challenge. Members of St. Margaret's, St. Thomas', and St. Luke's will participate
in our own unique way: reading critically through the lens of our contemporary concern for gender equality.
Join us as we explore the entire story of Jesus’ life as told by the author of the gospel of Luke and pay close
attention to the challenge and promise in Luke of liberation for the oppressed. As we encounter the large
number of women characters in Luke, we'll challenge the subordinate roles they often play while also seeking
to understand the historic context in which Luke's Gospel was written.

Sign-up for the Spring Foyer Dinners
As we await the completion of our parish home at 18 & Church NW,
there’s not a better way to build relationships with fellow parishioners than
opening our homes and extending a welcome to each other! The social
connections we build with each other add a vital dimension to our
community and spiritual life that we are called to nourish and share. The
Foyer Dinner program has long been a part of our St. Thomas’ community
- helping to build relationships outside of our Sunday morning worship and
bringing us together each month to share a meal, wide-ranging
conversation, and laughs in each other’s homes. Please join us!
th

The dinner groups will be assigned after the completion of the sign-up period. Each group has
about six or seven parishioners – a number which
allows for great conversation, community
building, and hosting in even the smallest of
apartments. Participants gather for four meals
during the three-month early March to early
June period. To sign up, please email your
name, cell phone number, and email address to
Jerry Donahoe at maineescape@aol.com.
If you have a spouse/partner who would like to
participate, please provide that contact
information as well! The sign-up period extends
through Sunday, February 1

“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus, striving to see Christ in
each person, and to be Christ in our community, our city, and our world.”
Vestry
Catherine Manhardt, Senior Warden
Dennis Hobb, Junior Warden
David Swanson, Treasurer
Jennie Allison, Karen Garlick, Reggie Greer, Bettina Hager,
Bob Moluf, Bob McDonald, and Ariel Vaagen

Staff
The Rev. Alex Dyer –
Robert Koehnke –
Cindy Adkins –
Stacey George –
Kimberly Davis --

Priest in Charge
Parish Administrator
Music Director
Accountant
Nursery Care Worker

adyer@stthomasdc.org
rkoehnke@stthomasdc.org
cadkins@stthomasdc.org
accountant@stthomasdc.org

Assisting Volunteer Clergy
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson –
The Rev. Becky Zartman -

Bishop in Residence
Adjunct Priest

@BishopGRobinson
bzartman@stthomasdc.org

Parish Office Hours:
9:00am – 1:00pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Fridays
11:00am – 3:00pm Thursdays

St. Thomas’ Parish
1777 Church St. NW Washington, DC 20036
202-332-0607
www.stthomasdc.org  info@stthomasdc.org

