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The Last Sunday
after the Epiphany
February 11, 2018

Holy Eucharist

Prelude

“This Little Light of Mine”

Spiritual arr. Adkins

Hymn

“Lift Every Voice & Sing”

Life Every Voice

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant:
People:

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.
Hymn of Praise
“Gloria”

God’s peo–ple on

God’s peo - ple on

earth.

Gloria in excelsis

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

O

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

GOD, WHO BEFORE THE PASSION of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon
the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance,
may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

 All sit

Reading – 2 Kings 2:1-12

W

HEN THE LORD WAS ABOUT TO TAKE Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord
has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live,
I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel
came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away
from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets
who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will
take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the
Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of
the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were
standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water
was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken
from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You
have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if
not, it will not.” As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated
the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying
out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him,
he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn

Arise, Shine

 The Gospel is processed into the midst of the people to be read

Ruth Cunningham

The Holy Gospel – Mark 9:2-9
Priest:
People:

J

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

ESUS TOOK WITH HIM Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart,
by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such
as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were
talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they
were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them
any more, but only Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen,
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Christ.

Sermon

Ms. Catherine Manhardt

 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon.

The Nicene Creed

W

E BELIEVE in one God,
The Nicene Creed is likely
the Father, the Almighty,
the most universally accepted
maker of heaven and earth,
and recognized statements of
of all that is, seen and unseen.
the Christian faith and was
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
adopted in 325 CE. It has
the only Son of God,
been adapted for more
eternally begotten of the Father,
inclusive language.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

Prayers of the People
 All remain standing as able.
Leader:
It is a strange time of year, O God. We linger between the seasons of Epiphany and Lent. We are
between the joy of your appearing and the horror of your undoing at the hands of those who
would not or could not embrace your way of life.
Perhaps we – like Peter, James, and John – wait for your appearing in dazzling light and
unmistakable clarity: We are in need of a glimpse of Jesus who is the way through the mix and
mess of this life.
Silence
Our planet is fragile and so is the life that claims it as home. We wonder how long we can simply
take what we want with little regard for what it costs your creation. We wonder if the planet is
crying out for relief in the floods that are really tears; the earthquakes that try and shake our
consciousness; the gales that blow sighs, too deep for words.
Silence
Renew and restore a vision of care for your creation. Remind us to take what we need and no
more. Encourage us in a counter-cultural faithfulness that is not about consumerism. Spur us with
new insight and deeper understanding that we may live mindfully each day, conscious of the
impact of we do and fail to do.
We pray for the people of the world whose names we will never know, whose faces flash across the
TV or computer screen in anonymity born of numbers; those who bear the weight of earth's pain:
We pray for those who have lost their jobs, run into financial difficulties, lost homes, cannot pay
for food, education and basic necessities; the lonely; those grieving; those bullied and maltreated
for whatever reason.
Silence
We are in need of a glimpse of Jesus who is the truth – the truth that love is stronger than hate;
peace is possible; and life can emerge even in the midst of devastation. We pray for that truth to be
known: we pray especially for our world leaders, our Congress, and our President.

Silence
We are in need of a glimpse of Jesus who is the life; inviting us to follow in his footsteps
as he trod the way of love and justice, inviting us to follow him in prayer as he lived out his faith
and made you known.
Silence
We give thanks for the good news that unfolds in the world as people dream your dreams, follow
your nudging, and seek you in the faces they meet each day. Perhaps, O God, it is the only
Transfiguration we really need. For all those who are quiet witness to your love and way of life, we
give thanks, O God.
Silence
Draw us to the rhythm of Lent as it unfolds in our midst; a sacred invitation to explore the corners
of our soul. Open us to your light that we might see ourselves clearly, with all our fears and faults
and faith, with all our desires and dreams and duties. Help us to see our journey as a place of your
appearing – that like Peter, James, and John we may come down from the mountain and set one
foot in front of the other in your name and for your sake.
Celebrant:
You revealed your glory and presence in your beloved Son, Jesus the Christ. In receiving
our prayers, reveal the glory and presence of your Spirit alive in the world today, free us
from all doubts, and empower us to act as a transfigured people. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of The Lord be always with you.

People: And also with you.

Announcements (see insert)
Offertory Sentence
 The offering is collected to support the work of sharing God’s love with the world and living out God’s
mission. The bread and wine are brought forward to the altar as the Priest prepares the altar. The
congregation joins in singing the following hymn

Offertory Anthem

“Christ Upon the Mountain Peak”

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Mowsley

IT IS RIGHT AND A GOOD and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh,
you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the
face of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:

To you indeed be glory, Almighty God, because on the night before he died, your Son, Jesus
Christ, took bread; when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and
said: “Take, eat this is my body which is given for you; do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood poured out for you; do this as often as you drink
it for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;
Loving God, recalling now Christ’s death and resurrection, we ask you to accept this our sacrifice
of praise. Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and this wine and upon us and our celebration
that we may be fed with the body and blood of your Son and be filled with your life and goodness.
Strengthen us to do your work, and to be your body in the world. Unite us in Christ and give us
your peace. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

O

UR FATHER in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and after a moment of silence, all sing.

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God.
 Communion is distributed at a station at the foot of the steps to the altar.
All enter via the center aisle (alternating sides for each person) and return via the side
aisles.

Hymn

“Swing Low Sweet Chariot”

Spiritual

The Blessing
Not all is as it seems: there is a glory hidden in everything waiting to be revealed to the eyes of
those who believe beyond what seems inevitable who do not want to live in the status quo but in
the promises of God.
Hold onto the vision as we turn towards lent and walk the more difficult path; there is yet a greater
glory still to be revealed. Go in peace, go in hope, go in love.
And the blessing of God Almighty be with you this day and always. Amen.

Hymn

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

Hyfrydol

Dismissal
Celebrant:
People:

Postlude

Let us go forth in the name of Christ!
Thanks be to God!
“Praise His Holy Name”

Hampton

“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus, striving to see Christ in
each person, and to be Christ in our community, our city, and our world.”
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