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About today’s Service  
 

The Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord is celebrated each year on the 
Sunday following the Feast of the Epiphany (January 6). The event of 
Christ’s baptism is recorded in all four gospel accounts: 
 
“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he 
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 
him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased’” (Mark 1:9-11). 
 

“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like 
a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased’” (Luke 3:21-22). 
 
“The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.” I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with 
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but 
the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself have seen and have 
testified that this is the Son of God’” (John 1:29-34). 
 
“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus 
answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.’ 
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom 
I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:13-17). 
 
The Baptism of the Lord is the name of a distinct feast day observed in the Roman Catholic 
Church, the Anglican or Episcopalian Church, as well as the Eastern Orthodox Church. This 
occasion memorializes the baptism of Jesus Christ in the Jordan River by John the Baptist. 
 
The Baptism of Christ was originally celebrated on Epiphany, which commemorated three 
events: the arrival of the Magi (the wise men), Jesus’ baptism and the wedding in Cana, where 
Jesus turned the water into wine. Over time, the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord was separated 
from the other events of Epiphany. 
  



- 3 - 
 

Prelude “Down to the River to Pray” African-American Spiritual  
 

Hymn “Songs of Thanksgiving” Salzburg 
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Opening Acclamation  
 

Celebrant:    Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.         
People:  Glory to God for ever and ever. 
Celebrant:    There is one Body and one Spirit.         
People:  There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant: One Lord, One Faith, one baptism; 
People: One God and Creator of all. 
 

Hymn of Praise                                    “Gloria”                                 Gloria in excelsis 

God’s peo - ple on        earth. 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 
 

REATOR IN HEAVEN, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed 
him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are 
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess 

him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
 All sit for the first lesson.  

 
  

C 



- 6 - 
 

Reading  –  Acts 19:1-7 
 

HILE APOLLOS WAS IN CORINTH, Paul passed through the interior regions 
and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have 

not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” 
They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in 
Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid 
his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 
prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Sequence Hymn Arise, Shine Ruth Cunningham 
 The Gospel is processed into the midst of the congregation.  

 
 
 
 
  

W 
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The Holy Gospel – Mark 1 : 4-11 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People:  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

OHN THE BAPTIZER APPEARED IN THE WILDERNESS, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and 
all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his 
sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” 
 

Priest:          The Gospel of the Lord.      People:         Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson, 
Bishop in Residence 

 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon.  

 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
  

Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. 

J 
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 Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and  
fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the  
prayers? 

People: I will, with God's help. 
  
Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 

you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People: I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

News of God in Christ? 
People: I will, with God's help. 
  
Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

your neighbor as yourself? 
People: I will, with God's help. 
  
Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all 

people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People: I will, with God's help. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 All remain standing as able 
 

Celebrant: In the waters of baptism, we were called to be God’s children and to 
minister to one another. Let us therefore pray for ourselves, for one another, and for 
all those in need of our prayers, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:  
For the church universal, that it may stand fast in the one faith to which it has been called, let 
us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the world, that our conflicts may cease, especially in North Korea and Iran, and that your 
peace may reign in this new year, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all Christians who have been baptized into the one family of faith, that our lives reflect 
the forgiveness, compassion, and love which was first shown us, let us pray to the Lord:  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all who are blind to the injustices of our world, that their eyes may be opened and that 
they may work for an end to oppression and injustice in all forms, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For this community of faith, that we may love and serve one another in the same way that 
Christ loved and served us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the sick, especially those listed on our parish prayer list, that their sickness may be turned 
to health and that they may once again join us in our work and worship, let us pray to the 
Lord: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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For the faithful who have gone before us, that we may follow the example of their lives and be 
reunited with them in the joy of everlasting life, let us play to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant: Lord God, you revealed your Son in the waters of the Jordan and anointed 
him with the power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim good news to all people. Sanctify us 
by the same Spirit, that we may proclaim the healing power of the gospel by acts of 
love in your name. Amen. 

 
The Peace 
 
Celebrant:   The peace of The Lord be always with you.       People:   And also with you. 
 

Announcements (see insert)  
 

Offertory Sentence 
 

 The offering is collected to support the work of sharing God’s love with the world and living out 
God’s mission. The bread and wine are brought forward to the altar as the Priest prepares the altar. 
 

Offertory Anthem         “Take Me To the Water”           Alice Parker

 
The Great Thanksgiving                         

 
At St. Thomas’ Parish, we invite all those who seek God and a deeper life in Christ to receive the 

sacrament of Holy Eucharist. To receive communion, take the consecrated bread in the palm of 

your hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you. If you do not wish 

to receive the consecrated bread or wine but would like a blessing, please come forward and 

cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders and a priest will provide a blessing. 

 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

T IS RIGHT AND A GOOD and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received 
us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit 

to guide us into all truth. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

I 
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To you indeed be glory, Almighty God, because on the night before he died, your Son, Jesus Christ, 
took bread; when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, 
eat this is my body which is given for you; do this for the remembrance of me.”  

  

After supper, he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood poured out for you; do this as often as you drink it for 
the remembrance of me.” 
  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

We remember Christ’s death,  
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 
We await Christ’s coming in glory; 
 

Loving God, recalling now Christ’s death and resurrection, we ask you to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise. Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and this wine and upon us and our celebration that 
we may be fed with the body and blood of your Son and be filled with your life and goodness. 
Strengthen us to do your work, and to be your body in the world. Unite us in Christ and give us 
your peace.  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.   
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

UR FATHER in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

O 
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Fraction Anthem 
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and after a moment of silence, all sing. 
 

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God.    
 
 Communion is distributed at a station at the foot of the steps to the altar.   

All enter via the center aisle (alternating sides for each person) and return via the side aisles.    
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Hymn                        “Taste & See”         James Moore 
 The Congregation is invited to join and sing the following refrain. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer after Communion  
 Said by all, standing.  
 

ENEROUS LORD, in word and eucharist we have proclaimed the mystery of your love: 
help us so to live out our days that we may be signs of your wonders in the world; through 

Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
 

Blessing 
 

Go now, with the divine word in your ears assuring you that you are God’s beloved children.  
Live out the depth truths of your baptism and tell others of the abundant life beyond the waters. 
 
And may God, our beloved, give you strength;  
May Christ Jesus fill you with his Holy Spirit;  
And may the Holy Spirit strengthen you and bless you with peace. Amen.   

G 
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Hymn “Wade in the Water” Haywood 
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Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ!  People: Thanks be to God!  
 
Postlude “Toccata” Poulenc 

 
 

The worship has ended, let the service begin. 
 
 

Service Participants: 
 

Greeters:  Sam Fallon 
  Matt Fallon 
  Nate Vaagen 
 
Ushers: Josh Easterson 
  Jason Crighton 
 
Coffee Hour: Carol Coonrod 
  Clay Durstoff 
  Jason Crighton 
 
Verger: Kevin Montgomery 
 

Chalice:  Gregory Zitterkob 
 
Lector:   Ryan Winfield 
 
Intercessor:  Will Coley 
 
Offertory Guild: Eric Scharf 
 
Childcare:  Ariel Vaagen 
 
Vestry Host:  Bob McDonald 
 
Vestry Teller:  Ariel Vaagen

  



 
 

 
 

Vestry  
Carol Coonrod, Senior Warden 

Dennis Hobb, Junior Warden 

David Swanson, Treasurer 

 

Jeremy Ayers, Doug Evans, Karen Garlick, Bob McDonald,  

Kevin Montgomery, Stephen Schembs, Ariel Vaagen 
 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Alex Dyer –  Priest in Charge adyer@stthomasdc.org 

Robert Koehnke –       Parish Administrator rkoehnke@stthomasdc.org 

Cindy Adkins –          Music Director cadkins@stthomasdc.org 

Stacey George –                                           Accountant  accountant@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis --                                  Nursery Care Worker  

  

Assisting Clergy  
  

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson –  Bishop in Residence 

The Rev. Rebecca Zartman –                      Adjunct Priest 

 

Parish Office Hours:  

9:00am – 1:00pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Fridays   

11:00am – 3:00pm Thursdays 

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1777 Church St. NW Washington, DC 20036 

202-332-0607 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org   
 
 
 

 

“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus, striving to see Christ in 
each person, and to be Christ in our community, our city, and our world.” 


