SAINT THOMAS’ PARISH
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

DUPONT CIRCLE

Third Sunday of Advent
December 17, 2017

Prelude

“Mary did you know?”

Lowry / Greene

Lighting of the Advent Wreath


Designated people gather around the Advent wreath and light the first candle during the following
prayer.

P

eople of God: return! You are called to be God’s own. From the mountains announce the
good news. God comes in justice and peace, to all who follow his ways. You are God’s
children.
People: Lord, make us one in the peace of Christ today and for ever. Amen.

Hymn


“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”
Sung by all, standing as able
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The Liturgy of the Word
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant:

Come, Lord Jesus!

Hymn of Praise

People:

To set your people free!

“O come, O Come Emmanuel”

Veni, Veni, Emmanuel

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

S

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

TIR UP YOUR POWER, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because
we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and
deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
 All sit for the first lesson.

Page | - 3 -

Reading – Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

T

HE SPIRIT of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
For I the Lord love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.

 An extended period of silence is kept
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People: Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Tell out my soul

Birmingham

 Sung by all, standing, as able.

Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord
 The Cantor sings it alone once, then all join in the second time. After the Gospel is read, all sing
together.
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The Gospel – John 1:6-8,19-28
Priest:
People:

T

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

HERE WAS A MAN SENT FROM GOD, whose name was John. He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light.

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the
Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you
the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer
for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now
they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you
are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with
water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan
where John was baptizing.
Priest:
People:

Sermon

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Christ.

Mr. Kevin Montgomery, MDiv

 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon for reflection.
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The Nicene Creed

W

E BELIEVE in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

The Prayers of the People
Celebrant: In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid we pray to Jesus.
Come to your Church as Lord and judge.
We pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Mariann, our
bishop; Alex, our priest; Gene, our bishop in residence; and Becky, our adjunct priest. We
also pray for our vestry, and all lay leaders in our parish. Help us to live in the light of your
coming and give us a longing for your kingdom.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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Come to your world as Ruler of the nations.
We pray for Donald, our President; Muriel, our mayor; and for all who serve our government.
We pray that leaders may care for those on the margins of society. Help us to hold all leaders
accountable for their actions and to seek only your will.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Come to the suffering as Savior and comforter.
We pray for those who suffer from cancer, HIV/AIDS, or any chronic disease; for those who
suffer from depression or mental illness; for those who suffer from addiction. Break into our
lives, where we struggle with sickness and distress, and set us free to serve you for ever.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls.
We remember all those who shared our earthly pilgrimage with us, but we see no longer. Give
us with all the faithful departed a share in your victory over evil and death.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory.
Lift us up to meet you, that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Thomas, and all your saints
and angels we may live and reign with you in your new creation. Give us courage to help those
in need and be your body here on earth.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
 Silence is kept for a time.
Celebrant: Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; give new courage to your people, who
trust in your love. By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom on
earth as in heaven, where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, one God
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant:
People:

The peace of The Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements
Offertory Sentence
 The people remain seated while an offering is collected to support the work of sharing God’s love with
the world and living out God’s mission. The bread and wine are brought forward to the altar as the Priest
prepares the altar.
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Offertory Anthem
Gloria, gloria, gloria, gloria
In excelsis Deo, in excelsis Deo,
Gloria, gloria, gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria in excelsis, Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
In excelsis,
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

“Gloria”

Vivaldi

Glory, glory, glory, glory
To God in the highest,
to God in the highest,
Glory, glory, glory.
Glory to God in the highest,
Glory, glory to God in the highest,
Glory to God, glory to God in the highest,
Glory to God in the highest,
In the highest,
Glory to God in the highest!

The Great Thanksgiving

Enriching our Worship, Prayer 3

At St. Thomas’ Parish, we invite all those who seek God and a deeper life in Christ to receive the
sacrament of Holy Eucharist. To receive communion, take the consecrated bread in the palm of
your hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you. If you do not wish
to receive the consecrated bread or wine but would like a blessing, please come forward and
cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders and a priest will provide a blessing.
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

A

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LL THANKS AND PRAISE are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving
God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you
created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst
out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so
as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with
joy:
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Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people to
yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of
promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of
your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you
have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory
you intend for us.
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We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this,
all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension,
longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and
human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:
Presider and People
Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!
The Presider continues:
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the
Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people
of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness
of time gather us with blessed St. Thomas, and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship
you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

O

UR FATHER in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
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Fraction Anthem
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and after a moment of silence, all sing.

Celebrant:

The gifts of God for the people of God.

 Communion is distributed at a station at the foot of the steps to the altar. All enter via the center aisle
(alternating sides for each person) and return via the side aisles.

Hymn

“Wait for the Lord”

Taize


Sung by all during communion.

Prayer after Communion
 Said by all, standing.

G

ENEROUS GOD, you have fed us at your heavenly table. Set us on fire with your Spirit
that when Christ comes again we may shine like lights before his face; who with you and
the Spirit lives for ever. Amen.
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Blessing
Hymn
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“Watchmen tell us of the night”

Aberyswyth

Dismissal
Celebrant:
People:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Postlude
“We Shall Overcome”
Tindley
 Please feel free to exit quietly during the postlude and join us for a time of fellowship.

The worship has ended, let the service begin.
Service Participants:

Greeters:

Matt Fallon
Samantha Fallon
Jerry Donahoe

Advent Wreath:

Rodney Pinion
Joe Rivas

Eucharistic Minister: Lynn Moluf
Ushers:

Doug Evans
Jenny Allison

Coffee Hour: Doug Evans
Jerry Donohoe
Verger:
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Lector:

Josh Easterson

Intercessor:

John Johnson

Offertory Guild:

Kurt Jacobs

Childcare:

David Swanson

Catherine Manhardt

St. Thomas’ Parish: A People who are sent
In Luke 10, Jesus
sends seventy of his
followers ahead of
him to proclaim that
the Kingdom of God
is near. St. Thomas’
Parish has begun a
similar journey. In
the beginning of
2017, we moved out
from our building for
the next two years.
During that time, we
will build a new
church
building
which will position us to be better stewards and a resource to our surrounding
community. During our construction, we are a church without a building of our own.
This has strengthened our congregation and brought us closer together.
We are not in the process of not just waiting for a new church building. The people
of St. Thomas’ Parish are actively reengaging our city and discovering what God is
doing in our midst. Our congregation is partnering with other congregations across
Washington, DC. We give thanks to the Universalist National Memorial Church for
letting us use this space on Sunday morning. We also meet at people’s homes,
restaurants, and other places across the city.
If you want to join us in the mission of discovering the Kingdom of God here in
Washington, DC, then we invite you to join us.

“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus, striving to see Christ in
each person, and to be Christ in our community, our city, and our world.”
Vestry
Carol Coonrod, Senior Warden
Dennis Hobb, Junior Warden
David Swanson, Treasurer
Jeremy Ayers, Doug Evans, Karen Garlick, Bob McDonald,
Kevin Montgomery, Stephen Schembs, Ariel Vaagen

Staff
The Rev. Alex Dyer –
Robert Koehnke –
Cindy Adkins –
Stacey George –
Kimberly Davis --

Priest in Charge
Parish Administrator
Music Director
Accountant
Nursery Care Worker

adyer@stthomasdc.org
rkoehnke@stthomasdc.org
cadkins@stthomasdc.org
accountant@stthomasdc.org

Assisting Clergy
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson –
The Rev. Rebecca Zartman –

Bishop in Residence
Adjunct Priest

Parish Office Hours:
9:00am – 1:00pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Fridays
11:00am – 3:00pm Thursdays

St. Thomas’ Parish
1777 Church St. NW Washington, DC 20036
202-332-0607
www.stthomasdc.org  info@stthomasdc.org
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