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St. Thomas’ Parish: A People who are sent   
  

In Luke 10, Jesus 
sends seventy of 
his followers 
ahead of him to 
proclaim that the 
Kingdom of God 
is near. St. 
Thomas’ Parish 
has begun a 
similar journey.  
In the beginning 
of 2017, we 
moved out from 
our building for 
the next two 

years. During that time, we will build a new church building which will position 
us to be better stewards and a resource to our surrounding community. During 
our construction, we are a church without a building of our own. This has 
strengthened our congregation and brought us closer together.   
  
We are not in the process of not just waiting for a new church building.  The 
people of St. Thomas’ Parish are actively reengaging our city and discovering 
what God is doing in our midst. Our congregation is partnering with other 
congregations across Washington, DC. We give thanks to the Universalist 
National Memorial Church for letting us use this space on Sunday morning.  We 
also meet at people’s homes, restaurants, and other places across the city.   
  
If you want to join us in the mission of discovering the Kingdom of God here in 
Washington, DC, then we invite you to join us.      
  

  



Prelude “Variations on Emmanuel” arr. Adkins 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 Designated people gather around the Advent wreath and light the first candle while during the 
following prayer.  
 

EOPLE OF GOD, AWAKE! The day is coming soon when you shall see face to face.  
Remember the ways and the works of God. God calls you out of darkness to walk in the 

light of his coming.  You are God’s children.   
 
All:  Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ today and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn “Signs of Endings All Around Us” Ton-y-Botel 
Sung by all, standing as able  
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Opening Acclamation  
 

Celebrant:    Come, Lord Jesus!        People:  To set your people free. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise              “O come, O Come Emmanuel”          Veni, Veni, Emmanuel 
 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 

LMIGHTY GOD, GIVE US grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came 
to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his 

glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 All sit for the first lesson and the psalm.  
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Reading  – 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 

RACE TO YOU and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you 
in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 

knowledge of every kind- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you- 

so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 
Lector: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
  An extended period of silence is kept 
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
  Those who identify as male are invited to join in the odd verses. Those who identify as female are 
invited to join in the even verses.  
 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

4 O Lord God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 
 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 
 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
 

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord 
  The Cantor sings it alone once, then all join in the second time.  After the Gospel is read, all sing 
together.  

The Gospel – Mark 13:24-37 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People:  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

ESUS SAID, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great 

power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a 
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do 
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say 
to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 

Priest:          The Gospel of the Lord.      People:         Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon The Rev. Timothy J.S. Seamans 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon. 
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The Nicene Creed 
 

E BELIEVE in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 

       Celebrant: In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid we pray to Jesus.  
 

Come to your Church as Lord and judge. 
We pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Mariann, our 
bishop; Alex, our priest; Gene, our bishop in residence; and Becky, our adjunct priest. We 
also pray for our vestry, and all lay leaders in our parish. Help us to live in the light of your 
coming and give us a longing for your kingdom. 
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Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come to your world as Ruler of the nations.  
We pray for Donald, our President; Muriel, our mayor; and for all who serve our government. 
We pray that leaders may care for those on the margins of society. Help us to hold all leaders 
accountable for their actions and to seek only your will.    
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Come to the suffering as Savior and comforter.  
We pray for those who suffer from cancer, HIV/AIDS, or any chronic disease; for those who 
suffer from depression or mental illness; for those who suffer from addiction.  Break into our 
lives, where we struggle with sickness and distress, and set us free to serve you for ever. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls. 
We remember all those who shared our earthly pilgrimage with us, but we see no longer.  Give 
us with all the faithful departed a share in your victory over evil and death. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory. 
Lift us up to meet you, that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Thomas, and all your saints 
and angels we may live and reign with you in your new creation. Give us courage to help those 
in need and be your body here on earth.  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Silence is kept for a time. 
 

Celebrant:   Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; give new courage to your people, who 
trust in your love. By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom on 
earth as in heaven, where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, one God 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant:   The peace of The Lord be always with you.        
People:    And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
 

Offertory Sentence 
 
 The people remain seated while an offering is collected to support the work of sharing God’s love 
with the world and living out God’s mission. The bread and wine are brought forward to the altar as 
the Priest prepares the altar. 
 
  



Offertory Anthem   “An Advent Carol”               Wood 
 
 

Drop down dew, O gracious heaven 
Let the clouds rain down the Just! 
Let the Earth bud forth the Savior! 

In thy promise, Lord we trust. 
Thus the patriarchs were crying, 

When the earth in bondage sighing 
Sought in vain for heaven’s gate,  
Closed by sin and Satan’s hate. 

God the Father in his mercy 
Planned to save our fallen race. 
Whilst the burden of our sinning 
God the Son deigned to embrace. 

God the Spirit gave his token 
Through the Virgin who had spoken: 
“Lo, thy handmaid, Lord, has heard, 
Work in me thy wonderous word.” 

Then the Son took Man’s frail nature, 
Was made flesh and dwelled on Earth. 

Life and Life with grace abundant 
He bestowed of priceless worth. 

Earth, rejoice, exhaust with gladness,  
A new Sun dispels our sadness, 

Let us then our voices raise, 
Let us sing our Savior’s praise. 

 

 
 
The Great Thanksgiving                     Enriching our Worship, Prayer 3             

 
At St. Thomas’ Parish, we invite all those who seek God and a deeper life in Christ to receive the 

sacrament of Holy Eucharist. To receive communion, take the consecrated bread in the palm of 

your hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you. If you do not wish 

to receive the consecrated bread or wine but would like a blessing, please come forward and 

cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders and a priest will provide a blessing. 

 
 
Presider:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Presider:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

LL THANKS AND PRAISE are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; 
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created 
all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from 

the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous 
are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning 
stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:  
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The Presider continues:  
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people to 
yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of 
promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of 
your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you 
have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory 
you intend for us.  



We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, 
gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  And 
so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, 
longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and 
human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:  
 

Presider and People  
Dying, you destroyed our death.  
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory!  
 

The Presider continues:  
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the 
Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people 
of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness 
of time gather us with blessed St. Thomas, and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship 
you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

UR FATHER in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

  

O 



Fraction Anthem 
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and after a moment of silence, all sing. 
 

 
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God.    
 
 Communion is distributed at a station at the foot of the steps to the altar.   
All enter via the center aisle (alternating sides for each person) and return via the side aisles.    
 

 
Hymn                   “Wait for the Lord”                          Taize 
 Sung by all during communion.  
 

 
 



Prayer after Communion  
 Said by all, standing.  

 

ENEROUS GOD, you have fed us at your heavenly table. Set us on fire with your Spirit 
that when Christ comes again we may shine like lights before his face; who with you and 

the Spirit lives for ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 

HRIST THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before 
your path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing of God 

Almighty be with you this day and always. Amen. 
 

Hymn “Lo He Comes with Clouds Descending” Helmsley 
 

G 
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Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!   
People: Thanks be to God!  
 

 
Postlude “And the Glory of the Lord” Handel 

 Please feel free to exit quietly during the postlude and join us for a time of fellowship.  
 

 

The worship has ended, let the service begin. 
 
 

Service Participants: 
 

 
Greeters:  Dan Costello 
  Carol Coonrod 
 
Ushers: Jennie Allison 
  Josh Easterson 
 
Coffee Hour: Eric Scharf 
  Jeremy Ayers 
 
Verger: John Johnson 
 
 

Advent Wreath: Tyler Ashworth 
   Ashley Ashworth 
 
Eucharistic Minister: Reggie Greer 
 
Lector:   Bettina Hager 
 
Intercessor:  Dave Kucharski 
 
Offertory Guild: Benny Young 
 
Childcare:  Jeremy Ayers 

  



 

  



 
 

 

Vestry  
Carol Coonrod, Senior Warden 

Dennis Hobb, Junior Warden 

David Swanson, Treasurer 

 

Jeremy Ayers, Doug Evans, Karen Garlick, Bob McDonald,  

Kevin Montgomery, Stephen Schembs, Ariel Vaagen 
 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Alex Dyer –  Priest in Charge adyer@stthomasdc.org 

Robert Koehnke –       Parish Administrator rkoehnke@stthomasdc.org 

Cindy Adkins –          Music Director cadkins@stthomasdc.org 

Stacey George –                                           Accountant  accountant@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis --                                  Nursery Care Worker  

  

Assisting Clergy  
  

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson –  Bishop in Residence 

The Rev. Rebecca Zartman –                      Adjunct Priest 

 

Parish Office Hours:  

9:00am – 1:00pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Fridays   

11:00am – 3:00pm Thursdays 

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1777 Church St. NW Washington, DC 20036 

202-332-0607 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org   
 
 
 

“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus, striving to see Christ in 
each person, and to be Christ in our community, our city, and our world.” 


