SAINT THOMAS’ PARISH
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

DUPONT CIRCLE

Twenty Third
Sunday
After Pentecost

November 19, 2017

Holy Eucharist

Prelude
Hymn

“Thanks be to Thee”
“Not here for high and holy things”

Handel
Morning Song

The Liturgy of the Word
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant:
People:

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

A

LMIGHTY GOD, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise

God’s peo - ple on

Glory to God Gloria in excelsis

earth.

Mathias

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

B

LESSED LORD, WHO CAUSED all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant
us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
 All sit for the first lesson.

Reading – 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

N

OW CONCERNING THE TIMES and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need
to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then
sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there
will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for
you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then
let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at
night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober,
and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for
us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another
and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn
 Please stand. The following is sung before and after the Gospel.

The Holy Gospel – Matthew 25:14-30
Priest:
People:

J

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

ESUS SAID, “IT IS AS IF A MAN, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according
to his ability. Then he went away.

The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five
more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one
who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.
Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying,
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’
And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into
the joy of your master.’
Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you
were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so
I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his
master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and
gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and
on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him,
and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they
will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.
As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’”
Priest:

The Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to you Lord Christ.

Sermon
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon.

Ms. Catherine Manhardt

The Nicene Creed

W

E BELIEVE in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

The Prayers of the People
Leader:
Give thanks to the Lord who is good.
God’s love is everlasting.
Come, let us praise God joyfully.
Let us come to God with thanksgiving.

For the good world; for things great and small, beautiful and awesome; for seen and unseen
splendors: Thank you, God.
For human life; for talking and moving and thinking together; for common hopes and hardship
shared from birth until our dying: Thank you, God.
For work to do and strength to work; for the comradeship of labor; for exchanges of good humor
and encouragement: Thank you, God.
For marriage; for the mystery and joy of flesh made one; for mutual forgiveness and burdens
shared; for secrets kept in love: Thank you, God.
For family; for living together and eating together; for family amusements and family pleasures:
Thank you, God.
For children; for their energy and curiosity; for their brave play and their startling frankness; for
their sudden sympathies: Thank you, God.
For the young; for their high hopes; for their irreverence toward worn-out values; for their search
for freedom; for their solemn vows: Thank you, God.
For growing up and growing old; for wisdom deepened by experience; for rest in leisure; and for
time made precious by its passing: Thank you, God.
For your help in times of doubt and sorrow; for healing our diseases; for preserving us in
temptation and danger: Thank you, God.
For the church into which we have been called; for the good news we received by Word and
Sacrament; for our life together in the Lord: Thank you, God.
For your Holy Spirit, who guides our steps and brings us gifts of faith and love; who prays in us
and prompts our grateful worship: Thank you, God.
Above all, O God, for your Son Jesus Christ, who lived and died and lives again for our salvation;
for our hope in him; and for the joy of serving him: We thank and praise you, Eternal God, for
all your goodness to us.
Give thanks to the Lord who is good.
God’s love is everlasting. Amen.
“Litany of Thanksgiving” from the Book of Common Worship (1993), quoted in The Wideness of God’s Mercy:
Litanies to Enlarge Our Prayer, revised and updated edition, compiled and adapted by Jeffery Rowthorn with W.
Alfred Tisdale. Copyright © 2007. Used by permission of Church Publishing Incorporated, New York, NY.
www.churchpublishing.org

The Confession of Sin (inspired by Matthew 25:14-30)
Priest: Let us confess our sins to God.
Almighty God,
we confess that we have squandered your gifts
and used them as if they had been given for us alone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will,
we have broken your law,
we have rebelled against your love,
we have not loved our neighbors,
and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of The Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.

Announcements
Offertory Sentence
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So
then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith. Galatians 6:9-10
 The people remain seated while an offering is collected to support the work of sharing God’s love with the
world and living out God’s mission. The bread and wine are brought forward to the altar as the Priest
prepares the altar.

Hymn
 Sung by all

“I Want to Walk as a child of Light”

Houston, Kathleen

The Great Thanksgiving
At St. Thomas’ Parish, we invite all those who seek God and a deeper life in Christ to receive the
sacrament of Holy Eucharist. To receive communion, take the consecrated bread in the palm of
your hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you. If you do not wish
to receive the consecrated bread or wine but would like a blessing, please come forward and
cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders and a priest will provide a blessing.
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

I

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

T IS RIGHT AND A GOOD and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made
us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

To you indeed be glory, Almighty God, because on the night before he died, your Son, Jesus Christ,
took bread; when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take,
eat this is my body which is given for you; do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood poured out for you; do this as often as you drink it for
the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
Loving God, recalling now Christ’s death and resurrection, we ask you to accept this our sacrifice of
praise. Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and this wine and upon us and our celebration that
we may be fed with the body and blood of your Son and be filled with your life and goodness.
Strengthen us to do your work, and to be your body in the world. Unite us in Christ and give us
your peace. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

O

UR FATHER in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and after a moment of silence, all sing.

Celebrant:

The gifts of God for the people of God.

 Communion is distributed at a station at the foot of the steps to the altar.
All enter via the center aisle (alternating sides for each person) and return via the side
aisles.

Hymn

“I come with joy to meet my Lord”

Land of Rest

Sung by all during communion.

Prayer after Communion
 Said by all, standing.

A

LMIGHTY AND EVERLIVING GOD, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing
Hymn

“O Jesus I Have Promised”

Nyland

Dismissal
Celebrant:

Let us go forth in the name of Christ! People:

Thanks be to God!

Postlude
“Trumpet Tune”
Purcell
 Please feel free to exit quietly during the postlude and join us for a time of fellowship.

The worship has ended, let the service begin.

“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus, striving to see Christ in
each person, and to be Christ in our community, our city, and our world.”
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