SAINT THOMAS’ PARISH
Dupont Circle Washington, DC

Thirteenth Sunday
After Pentecost
September 3rd 2017
Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.

St. Thomas’ Parish: A People who are sent
In Luke 10, Jesus
sends seventy of
his
followers
ahead of him to
proclaim that the
Kingdom of God
is
near.
St.
Thomas’ Parish
has
begun
a
similar journey.
In the beginning
of 2017, we moved
out from our
building for the
next two years.
During that time, we will build a new church building which will position us to be
better stewards and a resource to our surrounding community. During our
construction, we are a church without a building of our own. This has strengthened
our congregation and brought us closer together.
We are not in the process of not just waiting for a new church building. The people
of St. Thomas’ Parish are actively reengaging our city and discovering what God is
doing in our midst. Our congregation is partnering with other congregations across
Washington, DC. We give thanks to the Universalist National Memorial Church for
letting us use this space on Sunday morning. We also meet at people’s homes,
restaurants, and other places across the city.
If you want to join us in the mission of discovering the Kingdom of God here in
Washington, DC, then we invite you to join us.
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Prelude

“When Israel was in Egypt’s Land”

Traditional Spiritual

Hymn

“Will You Come and Follow Me”

Mary Alexandra
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The Liturgy of the Word
Opening Acclimation
Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.

People: Glory to God for ever and ever

A

LMIGHTY GOD, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise

“Glory to God”

William Mattias
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: The Lord be with you
People: And also with you
Celebrant: Let us pray

L

ORD OF ALL POWER AND MIGHT, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our
hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and
bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.
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Reading – Romans 12: 9-21

L

ET LOVE BE GENUINE; HATE WHAT IS EVIL, hold fast to what is good; love one another
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in
spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute
to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep
with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for
what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance
is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty,
give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Lector: The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God

Sequence Hymn
 Sung before and after the Gospel

The Holy Gospel – Matthew 16: 21-28
Priest:
People:

J

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you Lord Christ

ESUS BEGAN TO SHOW HIS DISCIPLES that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third
day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord!
This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are
a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things.”
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?
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“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
Priest:

The Gospel of the Lord

People:

Praise to you Lord Christ

Sermon

The Rev. Rebecca Zartman

 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon

The Nicene Creed

W

E BELIEVE in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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The Prayers of the People
 All remain standing as able

Celebrant:
O Jesus, worker and carpenter from Nazareth, as we prepare to celebrate Labor Day, we
thank you for your care and loving concern for workers throughout the world. We remember
all workers: men and women; young and old of all races; ethnic and language groups. Help
all working persons to realize a deeper understanding of your presence and call them to do
justice and build human community where they are employed.
Intercessor:
For workers who face dangerous conditions or hazards in their work
without sufficient warning or protection,
Jesus, worker and carpenter from Nazareth,
hear our prayer.
For all those who face the conflicts
of working and caring for children without adequate support,
Jesus, worker and carpenter from Nazareth,
hear our prayer.
For all workers who cannot find work
and for whom unemployment assistance is not available,
Jesus, worker and carpenter from Nazareth,
hear our prayer.
For workers who are displaced by technical changes
or global pressures to relocate jobs,
Jesus, worker and carpenter from Nazareth,
hear our prayer.
For children whose childhood has been cut short
because they are forced to work,
Jesus, worker and carpenter from Nazareth,
hear our prayer.
For all who face difficulties or are discriminated against
in getting work or at the workplace
because of race, gender, ethnic group, physical disabilities,
political or religious beliefs, or sexual orientation,
Jesus, worker and carpenter from Nazareth,
hear our prayer.
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For all workers who have been affected by labor disputes
or who have been discriminated against
as a result of their union activity
or because they sought justice in their place of employment,
Jesus, worker and carpenter from Nazareth,
hear our prayer.
For all workers whose work is taken for granted,
is unappreciated or lacks meaning,
Jesus, worker and carpenter from Nazareth,
hear our prayer.
For all who have died,
especially those who died while performing the tasks of the job,
or due to unsafe conditions at their workplace.
Jesus, worker and carpenter from Nazareth,
hear our prayer.
Celebrant:
Creator Lord, you are the source of all wisdom and purpose, you are the blessing of those
who labor. Be with us in our labor to guide and govern our world. Give all men and women
work that enhances human dignity and bonds us to one another. Give us pride in our work,
a fair return for our labor, and joy in knowing that our work finds its source in you; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of The Lord be always with you

People: And also with you

Announcements (see p. 17)
The Blessing of the Backpacks

G

OD OF WISDOM, we give you thanks for schools and classrooms and for the teachers and
students who fill them each day. We thank you for this new beginning, for new books and
new ideas. We thank you for sharpened pencils, pointy crayons, and crisp blank pages
waiting to be filled. We thank you for the gift of making mistakes and trying again. Help us to
remember that asking the right questions is often as important as giving the right answers. Today we
give you thanks for these your children, and we ask you to bless them with curiosity, understanding
and respect. May their backpacks be a sign to them that they have everything they need to learn and
grow this year in school and in Sunday School. May they be guided by your love. All this we ask in
the name of Jesus, who as a child in the temple showed his longing to learn about you, and as an
adult taught by story and example your great love for us. Amen.

Invitation and Offertory Sentence
 The people remain seated while an offering is collected to support the work of sharing God’s love with the
world and living out God’s mission. The bread and wine are brought forward to the altar as the Priest prepares
the altar.
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Offertory Anthem

“I have decided to follow Jesus”

Folk Melody

 Sung by all, standing
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The Great Thanksgiving

Enriching Our Worship, Prayer 3

At St. Thomas’ Parish, we invite all those who seek God and a deeper life in Christ to receive the sacrament
of Holy Eucharist. To receive communion, take the consecrated bread in the palm of your hand. Eat the bread
and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you. If you do not wish to receive the consecrated bread or
wine but would like a blessing, please come forward and cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders
and a priest will provide a blessing.
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues

A

LL THANKS AND PRAISE ARE YOURS at all times and in all places, our true and loving
God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you
created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst
out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as
the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:

Sanctus and Benedictus
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Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people to
yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of
promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of
your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering.
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled
us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. We thank you that on the night before he
died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends
and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this,
all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension,
longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and
human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:
Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in glory!
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the
Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people
of hope, justice and love.
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with
blessed Thomas, and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. Through Christ and
with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and
Creator in voices of unending praise. Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

O

UR FATHER IN HEAVEN,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and after a moment of silence, all sing

Celebrant:

The gifts of God for the people of God.

 Communion is distributed at a station at the foot of the steps to the altar. All enter via the center aisle and

return via the side aisles.
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Hymn

“Bless the Lord my Soul”

Berthier

Prayer after Communion
 Said by all, standing

L

OVING GOD,
we give you thanks for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth a people,
forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life
of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing
May the Triune God  bless you and the work you do with the love and warmth of your heart.
May you see in what you do the beauty of your own soul.
May the sacredness of your work bring healing, light and renewal to those
Who work with you and to those who see and receive your work.
May your work never weary you.
May you be present in what you do.
May dawn find you awake and alert, approaching your new day with dreams,
possibilities and promises.
May evening find you gracious and fulfilled.
May you go into the night blessed, sheltered and protected.
May your soul calm, console and renew you. Amen.
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Hymn

“Glorious things of thee are spoken"

Austria
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Dismissal
Celebrant:
People:

Let us go forth in the name of Christ!
Thanks be to God!
“Blessed Assurance”

Postlude
Crosby / Adkins
 Please feel free to exit quietly during the postlude and join us for a time of fellowship.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
NO Childcare this week
Childcare will return as usual next Sunday.

For September 3, 2017
Please join us! The dinner groups will be assigned
after the completion of the sign-up period.

Tour of Construction
site NEXT Sunday

Each group is limited to about six or seven
parishioners – a number which allows for great
conversations and community building in even the
smallest of apartments. Participants gather for
four meals during the three-month October to
January period. The dates and times of the
gatherings are flexible and decided the month
before by the consensus of the group. Your faithful
participation in the series helps St. Thomas’
Parish to build community one meal at a time.

NEXT
Sunday,
September 10 come hear
an update on the capital campaign at our worship
service as we launch the public phase of our
campaign. Following coffee hour, we will walk over
to our construction site and get a tour of the
progress. You will also have an opportunity to ask
questions.

To sign up, please email your name, cell phone
number, and email address to Jerry Donahoe at
maineescape@aol.com. If you have a spouse or
partner who would like to participate, please
provide that contact information as well! The signup period extends through Monday, September
18th.

Find the Bulletin Online

Show up at Church Street Block Party

The Rev. Becky Zartman is preaching
today
Our Adjunct Priest the Rev. Becky Zartman is
preaching and celebrating today. Becky is also the
Episcopal Chaplain at Georgetown University.
The Rev. Alex Dyer returns on Tuesday afternoon.

Electronic copies of each week’s bulletin will be
posted under the worship tab every Friday before
church. Feel free to peruse at home or follow
along during the service.

Autumn Foyer
Dinner Series
As we await the
construction of our
parish home, what
better place to build relationships with each other
than our own homes! During this time, our social
connections with each other remain of vital
importance. The Foyer Dinner program has long
been a part of our community building fabric and
this program will continue to bring us together
each month to share a meal, wide-ranging
conversation, and laughs in each other’s homes.

On
Saturday,
September
23
from 2pm-6pm,
our neighbors on +
Church Street will
be having a block
party.
STP
is
sponsoring a moon bounce for the kids and buying
drinks. Please RSVP on our website.

Special Collection for Hurricane Harvey
The next two Sundays, we will be taking up a
special collection to Episcopal Relief and
Development for Hurricane Harvey victims. Look
for the special envelopes and make checks
payable to St. Thomas with ERD Harvey in the
memo line or see p19 for online giving and credit
card donations.

All Church Parish Retreat, 9/29-10/1

St. Thomas' is
returning to its
tradition of parish
retreats. We will be
meeting together for
fun, fellowship, and
renewal September
29 to October 1 at
The Claggett Center in Adamstown, MD. During this
time, we will have learn how to share our stories and
questions of faith with each other.
The cost is $177/person for the weekend, including
meals. Everyone is welcome to attend, including
children. You can sign up online at
https://goo.gl/forms/yI65oeLLZaHW2vdx1.

First Annual Fall Women's Retreat

The women of the parish will be heading for the mountains of West
Virginia. We'll arrive on Friday, November 3 (come when you can) and
leave by noon on Sunday, November 5. A cabin, which sleeps 12, has
been secured in the vicinity of Harper's Ferry. The agenda for the
weekend is to cook and break bread together, enjoy each other's
company indoors and outdoors, and hold Vespers, led by Becky, on
Saturday night. The cost will be about $100 per person. Everyone will be assigned to a group to cook one of
the meals. To reserve your spot, give $50 (cash, check, venmo) to Catherine Manhardt by September 15. If
you would like to attend, but the cost is a financial burden, please talk with Alex. If you have any questions,
talk to one of the organizers--Catherine Manhardt, Becky Zartman, Carol Coonrod, Karen Garlick, or Lynn
Moluf.

Prayer List

Victims of Hurricane Harvey, Grace Crane, Sana, Peggy Ann Cohen, Kristin Jones, DeSha
Montgomery (Kevin's mother), David, Ibby Allison (Jennie's mother), Jen Knapp and
family, Alioune and Nancy Sy, Douglas Hager (Bettina's father), Edith Sane, Perry Montoya, Wanda
McAmis, and Andrew Rutledge (seminary student sponsored by St Thomas').
Greeters
Ushers
Verger
Coffee Hour

Service Participants:
Andy Kachor
Lector
Carol Coonrod & David Swanson
Intercessor
Doug Evans & Rodney Pinion
Eucharistic Minister
John Johnson
Offertory Guild
John Stanton & Kevin Montgomery

John Stanton
Jeremy Ayers
Kevin Montgomery
Kurt Jacobs

“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus, striving to see Christ in
each person, and to be Christ in our community, our city, and our world.”
Vestry Leadership
Carol Coonrod, Senior Warden
Dennis Hobb, Junior Warden
David Swanson, Treasurer
Jeremy Ayers, Doug Evans, Karen Garlick, Bob McDonald,
Kevin Montgomery, Stephen Schembs, Ariel Vaagen

Staff
The Rev. Alex Dyer – Priest in Charge
Robert Koehnke – Parish Administrator
Cindy Adkins –
Interim Music Director
Stacey George –
Accountant

adyer@stthomasdc.org
rkoehnke@stthomasdc.org
cadkins@stthomasdc.org
accountant@stthomasdc.org

Assisting Clergy
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson – Bishop in Residence
The Rev. Rebecca Zartman – Adjunct Priest

Parish Office Hours:
9:00am – 1:00pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Fridays
11:00am – 3:00pm Thursdays

St. Thomas’ Parish
1777 Church St. NW Washington, DC 20036
202-332-0607
www.stthomasdc.org  info@stthomasdc.org

