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St. Thomas’ Parish: A People who are sent   
  

In Luke 10, Jesus 
sends seventy of 
his followers 
ahead of him to 
proclaim that the 
Kingdom of God 
is near. St. 
Thomas’ Parish 
has begun a 
similar journey.  
In the beginning 
of 2017, we moved 
out from our 
building for the 
next two years. 

During that time, we will build a new church building which will position us to be 
better stewards and a resource to our surrounding community. During our 
construction, we are a church without a building of our own. This has strengthened 
our congregation and brought us closer together.   
  
We are not in the process of not just waiting for a new church building.  The people 
of St. Thomas’ Parish are actively reengaging our city and discovering what God is 
doing in our midst. Our congregation is partnering with other congregations across 
Washington, DC. We give thanks to the Universalist National Memorial Church for 
letting us use this space on Sunday morning.  We also meet at people’s homes, 
restaurants, and other places across the city.   
  
If you want to join us in the mission of discovering the Kingdom of God here in 
Washington, DC, then we invite you to join us.      
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Prelude “Etude in Ab Major” Chopin 
 

Hymn “I love thy kingdom, Lord” St. Thomas (Williams) 
 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Opening Acclamation  
 
Celebrant:    Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.         
People:  Glory to God for ever and ever 
 
 

LMIGHTY GOD, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A 
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Hymn of Praise                      Glory to God  Gloria in excelsis                                  Mathias   

God’s peo - ple on      earth. 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you 
People: And also with you 
Celebrant:  Let us pray 
 
 
 

LMIGHTY AND EVERLASTING GOD, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, 
and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your 
mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good 

things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ 
our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 All sit for the first lesson.  

 
  

A 
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Reading  –  Isaiah 5:1-7 
 

ET ME SING FOR MY BELOVED 
my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard 

on a very fertile hill. 
He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
he expected it to yield grapes, 
but it yielded wild grapes. 
and now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and people of Judah, 
judge between me 
and my vineyard. 
What more was there to do for my vineyard 
that I have not done in it? 
When I expected it to yield grapes, 
why did it yield wild grapes? 
And now I will tell you 
what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, 
and it shall be devoured; 
I will break down its wall, 
and it shall be trampled down. 
I will make it a waste; 
it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
I will also command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon it. 
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
is the house of Israel, 
and the people of Judah 
are his pleasant planting; 
he expected justice, 
but saw bloodshed; 
righteousness, 
but heard a cry! 
 
Lector: The Word of the Lord People: Thanks be to God 
 
 

 
 

L 
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Sequence Hymn  
 Please stand. The following is sung before and after the Gospel  

The Holy Gospel – Matthew 21:33-46 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People:  Glory to you Lord Christ 
 

ESUS SAID, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to 

collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 
Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized 
him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable 
death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell 
you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits 
of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone 
on whom it falls.” 
 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about 
them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a 
prophet. 
 
 

Priest:          The Gospel of the Lord      People:         Praise to you Lord Christ 

J 
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Sermon The Reverend Broderick L. Greer 
 Canon at Saint John's Cathedral, Denver 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon 

 
The Nicene Creed 
 

E BELIEVE in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
  

W 
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The Prayers of the People 
 All remain standing as able 
 

Celebrant:  Friends in Christ, God invites us to hold the needs of our sisters and brothers 
as dear to us as our own needs. Loving our neighbors as ourselves, we offer our thanksgivings 
and our petitions on behalf of the church and the world., saying: Nourish us with all 
goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works. 

 
Intercessor: 
Inspire your Church, O Holy One, with genuine love, that we may outdo one another in showing 
honor, rejoicing in hope, being patient in suffering, persevering in prayer, and living peaceably with 
all. May we be open to new ways to serve you and help us to focus on what is the Lord’s doing, and 
be on the lookout for all that is amazing in our eyes.   
Nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works. 
 
Inspire our nation to resist what is evil and hold fast to what is good, that we may produce the fruits 
of your kingdom. We pray for our President, Congress, Governors, Mayors, and all in authority. 
Help us, in the midst of our struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred, 
and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect. 
Nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works. 
 
Support all prophets with your mighty arm, that they may speak truth to power and prevail over 
those who oppose your works; save and deliver all who suffer from oppression because of their race, 
gender, sexual orientation, gender, or religion, and redeem them from those who cannot see the 
wonderful diversity of your creation.   
Nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works. 
 
Guide us to serve our neighbors humbly in the love of Jesus. Teach us to be patient with ourselves 
and to listen to the voices on the margins of our society.     
Nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works. 
 
Remind us, God of faithful surprises, that throughout the ages you have made known your love and 
power in unexpected ways and places. May we daily perceive the joy and wonder of  your abiding 
presence and offer our lives in gratitude. 
Nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works. 
 
Inspire our community to set our minds on divine things as we bring our concerns to you, especially 
as we prepare our hearts and minds to consider how to build up your kingdom here on earth.    
Nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works. 
 
We thank you for your radiant presence among us and for all our gracious blessings, especially for 
those we name aloud now… (add your own petitions)  
Nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works. 
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Comfort all who mourn as we pray for all who have died, especially as a result of violence, war, 
disease or famine, natural disaster, human blindness, neglect, or hardness of heart.  
Nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works. 
 

Celebrant: Holy One, hear our prayers and make us faithful stewards of your creation. Pour 
out your strength and courage upon us, that we may hurry to make you welcome not only in 
our concern for others, but by serving them generously and faithfully in your name. Amen. 

 
The Peace 
 

Celebrant: The peace of The Lord be always with you       People: And also with you 
 

Announcements (see insert) 
 
 

Invitation and Offertory Sentence 
 The people remain seated while an offering is collected to support the work of sharing God’s love with the 
world and living out God’s mission. The bread and wine are brought forward to the altar as the Priest 
prepares the altar. 
 

 
Offertory Anthem “The Church's One Foundation” Wesley/Stone 
 

The Great Thanksgiving                        BCP, Eucharistic Prayer C (adapted)  

 
At St. Thomas’ Parish, we invite all those who seek God and a deeper life in Christ to receive the sacrament 

of Holy Eucharist. To receive communion, take the consecrated bread in the palm of your hand. Eat the bread 
and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you. If you do not wish to receive the consecrated bread or 
wine but would like a blessing, please come forward and cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders 

and a priest will provide a blessing. 
 

 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
 
The Celebrant continues  

OD OF ALL POWER, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.  
Glory to you for ever and ever.  

 
G 
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At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.  
By your will they were created and have their being.  
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, 
and skill. You made us the stewards of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; 
and we turned against one another.  
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous 
Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to 
open for us the way of freedom and peace.  
By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed.  
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your 
glory, in their unending hymn: 
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And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.”  
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.  
 
Lord God of our ancestors - God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of Sarah, Rebecca, Leah & 
Rachel; God our Lord Jesus Christ. Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. 
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for 
pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one 
spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.  
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.  
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation.  AMEN. 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

UR FATHER in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 
 

O 
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Fraction Anthem 
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and after a moment of silence, all sing 

 

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God.    
 Communion is distributed at a station at the foot of the steps to the altar.  All enter via the center aisle and 
return via the side aisles.    
 

Hymn    “Wait For the Lord”     Taize 
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Prayer after Communion  
 Said by all, standing  
 

LMIGHTY AND EVERLIVING GOD, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food  of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 

Son,  and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have 
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and 
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
Hymn “Hail Thou Once Despised Jesus" In Babilone 

A 
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Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ!   
People: Thanks be to God!  
 

 
Postlude “Free fallin'” Petty 

 Please feel free to exit quietly during the postlude and join us for a time of fellowship.  
 
 
 
 
 

The worship has ended, let the service begin.  
 
 
 

Service Participants: 
 
Greeters Carol Coonrod 
  Nate Vaagen 
  Jane Saari 
Ushers  Doug Evans 
  Josh Easterson 
 
Verger  Jeremy Ayers 
 
Coffee Hour Bettina Hager 
  Jennie Allison 
 
Altar Guild Barbara Hays 

 
Lector   Brian Crane 
 
Intercessor  John Coonrod 
 
Eucharistic Minister Reggie Greer 
 
Offertory Guild Benny Young 
 
Childcare  Ariel Vaagen  
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Vestry Leadership 
 

Carol Coonrod, Senior Warden 
Dennis Hobb, Junior Warden 

David Swanson, Treasurer 
 

Jeremy Ayers, Doug Evans, Karen Garlick, Bob McDonald,  
Kevin Montgomery, Stephen Schembs, Ariel Vaagen 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Alex Dyer –    Priest in Charge             adyer@stthomasdc.org 
Robert Koehnke –         Parish Administrator      rkoehnke@stthomasdc.org 
Cindy Adkins –              Interim Music Director        cadkins@stthomasdc.org 
Stacey George –              Accountant                             accountant@stthomasdc.org 
  

Assisting Clergy  
  
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson –  Bishop in Residence 
The Rev. Rebecca Zartman –  Adjunct Priest 
 

Parish Office Hours:  
9:00am – 1:00pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Fridays   

11:00am – 3:00pm Thursdays 
 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1777 Church St. NW Washington, DC 20036 

202-332-0607 
www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org   

 
 

“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus, striving to see Christ in 
each person, and to be Christ in our community, our city, and our world.” 


