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Holy Eucharist

St. Thomas’ Parish: A People who are sent
In Luke 10,
Jesus sends
seventy of his
followers
ahead of him
to proclaim
that
the
Kingdom of
God is near.
St. Thomas’
Parish
has
begun
a
similar
journey. In
the
beginning of 2017, we moved out from our building for the next two years.
During that time, we will build a new church building which will position us to
be better stewards and a resource to our surrounding community. During our
construction, we are a church without a building of our own. This has
strengthened our congregation and brought us closer together.
We are not in the process of not just waiting for a new church building. The
people of St. Thomas’ Parish are actively reengaging our city and discovering
what God is doing in our midst. Our congregation is partnering with other
congregations across Washington, DC. We give thanks to the Universalist
National Memorial Church for letting us use this space on Sunday morning. We
also meet at people’s homes, restaurants, and other places across the city.
If you want to join us in the mission of discovering the Kingdom of God here in
Washington, DC, then we invite you to join us.

Prelude
Hymn

“Arabesque No. 1”

Debussy

“O God Our Help in Ages Past”

St. Anne

The Liturgy of the Word
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant:
People:

A

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

LMIGHTY GOD, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Hymn of Praise

God’s peo - ple on

Glory to God Gloria in excelsis

earth.

Mathias

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

A

LMIGHTY AND EVERLASTING GOD, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and
charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
 All sit for the first lesson.

Reading – Deuteronomy 34:1-12

M

OSES WENT UP FROM THE PLAINS of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead
as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah
as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of
palm trees—as far as Zoar. The Lord said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your
eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in
the land of Moab, at the Lord’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab,
opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred
twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. The
Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of mourning for
Moses was ended.
Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on him;
and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded Moses.

Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face.
He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent him to perform in the land
of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and for all the mighty deeds
and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn
 Please stand. The following is sung before and after the Gospel.

The Holy Gospel – Matthew 22: 34-46
Priest:
People:

W

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

HEN THE PHARISEES HEARD THAT Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they
gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do
you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said
to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my
Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? If David thus calls him
Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did
anyone dare to ask him any more questions.
Priest:

The Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to you Lord Christ.

Sermon
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon.

The Nicene Creed

W

E BELIEVE in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

The Rev. Alex Dyer

The Prayers of the People
Celebrant: Let us offer our prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings to the God of
Transformation. Make us more like Jesus we pray saying, “Lord hear our prayer.”
Holy God, whose nature and ways are far beyond our understanding, we thank you for the
gift of your Son Jesus - who lets us see your face in his, who shows us your love in his actions,
your grace in his manner of being. In him too, O God, we see ourselves as you would have us
be and as your power is able to make us. Make us more like Jesus we pray, Lord hear our
prayer.
Loving God, we pray for St. Thomas’ Parish, and all other churches around the world; for our
Presiding Bishop, Michael; for our own bishop, Mariann, and for all church leaders. We pray
that your glory may fill your entire Church and give to your people everywhere the energy to
shine wherever there is darkness, disunity, persecution, or despair. Make us more like Jesus
we pray, Lord hear our prayer.
God of Glory, you once came to a world lonely and afraid and showed to us the face of love
and hope. Use us to reflect your glory and grace in our world and so to represent you here to
those who are alone, those troubled by fears and sins, and those whose hearts are grieved by
their own faulty decisions or the harm of others. Make us more like Jesus we pray, Lord hear
our prayer.
Holy Creator, renew and restore a vision of care for your creation. Remind us to take what we
need and no more. We pray that we encourage each other in a counter-cultural faithfulness
that is not about consumerism. Spur us with new insight and deeper understanding that we
may live mindfully each day, conscious of the impact of what we do and what we fail to do.
Make us more like Jesus we pray, Lord hear our prayer.
God of this city, help us to make our city more equitable and reflect your values. Thwart the
schemes of the powerful against the weak, that wisdom may serve justice. Give us courage to
be peacemakers and prophets. Open us to your light that we might see your face in all who we
encounter this week. Make us more like Jesus we pray, Lord hear our prayer.
God of hope, you conquered death and the grave, yet we still mourn the loss of those we love.
Transform our grief and sorrow into trust and assurance. To your tender mercy, we commend
all those who have died and now dwell with you. Make us more like Jesus we pray, Lord hear
our prayer.
Celebrant: O God, you know each of us by name and in your sight we have found
favor, yet our minds cannot comprehend the vision of your glory or the vastness of
your love. Grant that as we glimpse your greatness, reflected in your many gifts, we
may always have the courage to work with you so these prayers may come to fruition,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of The Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.

Announcements
Offertory Sentence
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give
up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who
are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:9-10
 The people remain seated while an offering is collected to support the work of sharing God’s love
with the world and living out God’s mission. The bread and wine are brought forward to the altar as
the Priest prepares the altar.

Offertory Anthem

“Oh How Amiable”

R. V. Williams

The Great Thanksgiving
At St. Thomas’ Parish, we invite all those who seek God and a deeper life in Christ to receive the
sacrament of Holy Eucharist. To receive communion, take the consecrated bread in the palm of
your hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you. If you do not wish
to receive the consecrated bread or wine but would like a blessing, please come forward and
cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders and a priest will provide a blessing.
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

I

T IS RIGHT AND A GOOD and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made
us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. Therefore
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

To you indeed be glory, Almighty God, because on the night before he died, your Son, Jesus Christ,
took bread; when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take,
eat this is my body which is given for you; do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood poured out for you; do this as often as you drink it for
the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Loving God, recalling now Christ’s death and resurrection, we ask you to accept this our sacrifice of
praise. Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and this wine and upon us and our celebration that
we may be fed with the body and blood of your Son and be filled with your life and goodness.
Strengthen us to do your work, and to be your body in the world. Unite us in Christ and give us
your peace. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

O

UR FATHER in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and after a moment of silence, all sing.

Celebrant:

The gifts of God for the people of God.

 Communion is distributed at a station at the foot of the steps to the altar. All enter via the

center aisle (alternating sides for each person) and return via the side aisles.

Hymn

“Take My Life”

Havergal /Malan

Sung by all during communion.

Prayer after Communion
 Said by all, standing.

A

LMIGHTY AND EVERLIVING GOD, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing
May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships, so
that you may live deep within your heart.
May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression and exploitation of people, so that you may
work for justice, freedom and peace.

May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and
war, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and turn their pain to joy.
And may God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you can make a difference in this
world, so that you can do what others claim cannot be done. Amen.

Hymn

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name"

Coronation

Dismissal
Celebrant:
People:

Let us go forth in the name of Christ!
Thanks be to God!

Postlude
“Toccata in D Minor”
 Please feel free to exit quietly during the postlude and join us for a time of fellowship.

The worship has ended, let the service begin.

Service Participants:
Greeters
Ushers
Verger

David Swanson
Nate Vaagen
Josh Easterson
Rodney Pinion

Altar Guild

Barbara Hays

Lector

Will Coley

Intercessor

Jim Mills

Jeremy Ayers
Eucharistic Minister Gregory Zitterkob

Coffee Hour Dennis Hobb
Steve Schembs

Offertory Guild

Eric Scharf

Bach

“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus, striving to see Christ in
each person, and to be Christ in our community, our city, and our world.”
Vestry
Carol Coonrod, Senior Warden
Dennis Hobb, Junior Warden
David Swanson, Treasurer
Jeremy Ayers, Doug Evans, Karen Garlick, Bob McDonald,
Kevin Montgomery, Stephen Schembs, Ariel Vaagen

Staff
The Rev. Alex Dyer –
Robert Koehnke –
Cindy Adkins –
Stacey George –
Kimberly Davis --

Priest in Charge
Parish Administrator
Music Director
Accountant
Nursery Care Worker

adyer@stthomasdc.org
rkoehnke@stthomasdc.org
cadkins@stthomasdc.org
accountant@stthomasdc.org

Assisting Clergy
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson –
The Rev. Rebecca Zartman –

Bishop in Residence
Adjunct Priest

Parish Office Hours:
9:00am – 1:00pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Fridays
11:00am – 3:00pm Thursdays

St. Thomas’ Parish
1777 Church St. NW Washington, DC 20036
202-332-0607
www.stthomasdc.org  info@stthomasdc.org

