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Prelude “Domine Deus” “from Vivaldi’s Gloria 
 

Hymn “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” Coronaton 
 Sing verses 1,2,3 and 6 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Opening Acclimation  
 
Celebrant:   Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.         
People: Glory to God for ever and ever 
 
 

LMIGHTY GOD,  
to you all hearts are open,  

all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
  

A 
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Hymn of Praise   

God’s peo - ple on      earth. 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you 
People: And also with you 
Celebrant:  Let us pray 
 
 

 GOD, YOU DECLARE YOUR ALMIGHTY power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may 
become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Reading – Philippians 2:1-13 
 

F THEN THERE IS ANY ENCOURAGEMENT IN CHRIST, any consolation from love, 
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from 

selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of 
you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you 
that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born 
in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death- even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Lector: The Word of the Lord People: Thanks be to God 

O 

I 
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Sequence Hymn  
 Sung before and after the Gospel  

The Holy Gospel – Matthew 21:23-32 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People:  Glory to you Lord Christ 
 

HEN JESUS ENTERED THE TEMPLE, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, 
and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 

you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism 
of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human 
origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We 
do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things. 
 
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went 
to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two 
did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to 
you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

 

Priest:          The Gospel of the Lord      People:         Praise to you Lord Christ 
 
Sermon The Rev. Alex Dyer 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon 
 

W 
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The Nicene Creed 
 

E BELIEVE in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
  

W 
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The Prayers of the People 
 All remain standing as able 
 

Celebrant:  Gracious God, you exercise your authority chiefly in showing love through 
your Son Jesus Christ:  Enable us both to will and to work for your good pleasure, that we 
may pray and serve faithfully, as we say:  To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls; we put our 
trust in you; 
 

Intercessor:   
You have called the members of Christ’s body to work out our own salvation with fear and 
trembling:  Encourage us in Christ with the consolation of your love, that we may share in your 
Spirit of compassion. To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls; we put our trust in you; 
 
Inspire all the leaders of the world and all who hold authority to do nothing from selfish ambition 
or conceit, but to serve all of humanity with humility and grace. To you, O Lord, we lift up our 
souls; we put our trust in you;  
 
Fill the world with your Spirit, that all people may serve one another with humble faithfulness. 
Help us to reach out to those suffering from natural disasters, especially those in Houston, Florida, 
Louisiana, Mexico, Puerto Rico. To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls; we put our trust in you; 
 
Be with our community that our actions and words may be consistent as we look generously to the 
interests of our neighbors. We pray for all people who are homeless, underemployed, unemployed, 
or suffering. Give us courage to stand up against racism, in all its forms. To you, O Lord, we lift up 
our souls; we put our trust in you; 
 
Make our joy complete by bringing your healing love to all for whom we pray.  Accept our 
gratitude and thanksgiving for all that we enjoy. To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls; we put our 
trust in you; 
 
Hear our prayers for those who have followed our savior Jesus through death into exaltation, 
especially Ally Steinfeld, 17, who was murdered for identifying at transgender. To you, O Lord, we 
lift up our souls; we put our trust in you; 
 

Presider:  Through the death and triumphant resurrection of your Son Jesus, O God, you 
have raised all humanity into your divine presence:  Be at work in us that we may do your 
will on earth with joyful and obedient hearts, and share in the consolation of your Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 
The Peace 
 

Celebrant: The peace of The Lord be always with you       People: And also with you 
 

Announcements 
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Invitation and Offertory Sentence 
 The people remain seated while an offering is collected to support the work of sharing God’s love 
with the world and living out God’s mission. The bread and wine are brought forward to the altar as 
the Priest prepares the altar. 
 

 
Offertory Anthem        “Sheppard of Souls” St. Agnus 
 Sung by all 
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The Great Thanksgiving                        BCP, Eucharistic Prayer C (adapted)  

 
At St. Thomas’ Parish, we invite all those who seek God and a deeper life in Christ to receive the sacrament 

of Holy Eucharist. To receive communion, take the consecrated bread in the palm of your hand. Eat the bread 
and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you. If you do not wish to receive the consecrated bread or 
wine but would like a blessing, please come forward and cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders 

and a priest will provide a blessing. 
 

 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant continues  

OD OF ALL POWER, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.  
Glory to you for ever and ever.  

 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.  
By your will they were created and have their being.  
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, 
and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; 
and we turned against one another.  
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous 
Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to 
open for us the way of freedom and peace.  
By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed.  
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your 
glory, in their unending hymn: 

G 
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Sanctus and Benedictus      

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.    
 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.”  
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.  
 
 Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation.  AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 
 

UR FATHER in heaven,   
hallowed be your Name,   

your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Fraction Anthem 
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and after a moment of silence, all sing 

 

 
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God.    
 Communion is distributed at a station at the foot of the steps to the altar.  All enter via the center aisle and 
return via the side aisles.   
  
  

O 
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Hymn    “Oh Lord Hear My Prayer”    Taize 

Prayer after Communion   
 Said by all, standing  
 

LMIGHTY AND EVERLIVING GOD, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food  of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 

Son,  and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have 
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and 
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships, so that 
we may live deep within our hearts. 
 
May God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that we may 
work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, hunger, and war, so 
that we may reach out our hands to comfort them and turn their pain into joy. 
 
And may God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we can make a difference in this 
world, so that we can do what others claim cannot be done, to bring justice and kindness to all our 
children and the poor. Amen.  

A 
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Hymn “Lord Dismiss us with Thy Blessing" Sicilian Mariners 
 

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ!   
People: Thanks be to God!  
 

Postlude “Allegro” J.H. Fiocco. 
 Please feel free to exit quietly during the postlude and join us for a time of fellowship.  
 

 

The worship has ended, let the service begin.  
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St. Thomas’ Parish: A People who are sent   
  

In Luke 10, Jesus 
sends seventy of 
his followers 
ahead of him to 
proclaim that the 
Kingdom of God 
is near. St. 
Thomas’ Parish 
has begun a 
similar journey.  
In the beginning 
of 2017, we moved 
out from our 
building for the 
next two years. 

During that time, we will build a new church building which will position us to be 
better stewards and a resource to our surrounding community. During our 
construction, we are a church without a building of our own. This has strengthened 
our congregation and brought us closer together.   
  
We are not in the process of not just waiting for a new church building.  The people 
of St. Thomas’ Parish are actively reengaging our city and discovering what God is 
doing in our midst. Our congregation is partnering with other congregations across 
Washington, DC. We give thanks to the Universalist National Memorial Church for 
letting us use this space on Sunday morning.  We also meet at people’s homes, 
restaurants, and other places across the city.   
  
If you want to join us in the mission of discovering the Kingdom of God here in 
Washington, DC, then we invite you to join us.      
  

  



 
 

Vestry Leadership 
 

Carol Coonrod, Senior Warden 
Dennis Hobb, Junior Warden 

David Swanson, Treasurer 
 

Jeremy Ayers, Doug Evans, Karen Garlick, Bob McDonald,  
Kevin Montgomery, Stephen Schembs, Ariel Vaagen 

 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Alex Dyer –   Priest in Charge         adyer@stthomasdc.org 
Robert Koehnke –        Parish Administrator rkoehnke@stthomasdc.org 
Cindy Adkins –             Interim Music Director    cadkins@stthomasdc.org 
Stacey George –    Accountant            accountant@stthomasdc.org 
  

Assisting Clergy  
  
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson –  Bishop in Residence 
The Rev. Rebecca Zartman –  Adjunct Priest 
 

Parish Office Hours:  
9:00am – 1:00pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Fridays   

11:00am – 3:00pm Thursdays 
 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1777 Church St. NW Washington, DC 20036 

202-332-0607 
www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org   

 
 

“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus, striving to see Christ in 
each person, and to be Christ in our community, our city, and our world.” 


