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Nineteenth  
Sunday 

After Pentecost 
October 15, 2017   

Holy Eucharist  
Blessing of the Animals 

 
 



Prelude “Bless the Beasts and the Children” De Vorzon | Botkin 
 

Hymn “All creatures of our God and King” Lasst uns erfreun 
 Verses 1, 4, 5, and 7 



 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Opening Acclamation  
 

Celebrant:    Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.         
People:  Glory to God for ever and ever 
 
 

Hymn of Praise                      Glory to God  Gloria in excelsis                                  Mathias   

God’s peo - ple on      earth. 



The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you 
People: And also with you 
Celebrant:  Let us pray 
 
 
 

ORD, WE PRAY THAT YOUR GRACE may always precede and follow us, that we may 
continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
 All sit for the first lesson.  
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Reading  –  Exodus 32:1-14 
 

HEN THE PEOPLE SAW THAT MOSES delayed to come down from the mountain, 
the people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall 
go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we 

do not know what has become of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the 
ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off 
the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it 
in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made 
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.” They rose early the next day, and 
offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and 
drink, and rose up to revel. 
 
The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of 
Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded 
them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, 
and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt! The Lord 
said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my 
wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 
 
But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against 
your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 
Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the 
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change 
your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your 
servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants 
like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and 
they shall inherit it forever.’“ And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to 
bring on his people. 
 
Lector: The Word of the Lord  
People: Thanks be to God 
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Sequence Hymn  
 Please stand. The following is sung before and after the Gospel  

The Holy Gospel – Matthew 22:1-14 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People:  Glory to you Lord Christ 
 

NCE MORE JESUS SPOKE TO THE PEOPLE IN PARABLES, saying: “The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his 
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 

Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my 
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the 
wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 
while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his 
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding 
is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone 
you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they 
found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
 
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding 
robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was 
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are 
chosen.” 

 

Priest:          The Gospel of the Lord      People:         Praise to you Lord Christ 
 
Sermon Mr. Jeremy Ayers, MDiv 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon 

O 



Blessing of the Animals  

 
Celebrant:      Let us sing to the Lord a new song; 
People:         a song for all the creatures of the earth. 
Celebrant:       Let us rejoice in the goodness of God 
People:            shown in the beauty of all things. 
 
 Animals are blessed individually by the priest.  After all the animals have been blessed, the 

service continues.   
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Let us pray.  
 
Prayer for Pets who have died 
O God, you are infinite, unbounded love, and will not allow the love which exists between your 
creatures to perish: We pray for those animals who have died. Comfort all those who mourn, 
especially those who have lost a beloved pet. Amen. 
 
Prayer for all animals 
Most high, almighty Lord, our Creator, yours are the praise, the glory, the honor and all blessings! 
To you alone do all things belong. Be praised for giving us the animals, birds and fish which fill your 
world. May we think of you and thank you when we play with and care for our pets. Be praised for 
making us so happy to have our pets and to have them to play with. We ask you, Lord, that we may 
be good to our pets always, so that they may be happy also. Help us always to take care of them so 
that they will be healthy. O God, your world is wonderful. May we all come into your even greater 
world of the kingdom of heaven where we shall see even more wonderful things and where we shall 
live and love for ever. This we ask to your eternal praise, and to our blessing. Amen. 
 
 

  



Affirmation of Faith  
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in God. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
We believe and trust in Jesus. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in the Spirit. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 All remain standing as able. The following prayers were written by the Rev. Rick Morley. They are based 

on the Canticle of the Sun, which is a hymn attributed to St. Francis of Assisi. Theologically, it identifies 

the elements of creation as sisters and brothers to humanity, and calls upon the forces of nature to praise 

God with us, and us with them. 

 
Celebrant: Most high, all powerful, all good Lord!  All praise is yours, all glory, all honor, 
and all blessing. And, it is to you alone, Most High, that we pray. 

 
Intercessor:  
You are praised, O Lord by our Brother, Sun, 
who brings the day; and you give light through him. 
May light be shed on your Church, 
That your faithful people may bear your likeness. 
O God, hear us. 
You are praised, O Lord, through our Sister, Moon, and the stars; 
in the heavens you have made them bright, precious and beautiful. 
May the nations of the earth, whom they look down upon each night 
Be blessed with your peace. 
O God, hear us. 



You are praised, O Lord, through our Brothers, Wind and Air, 
and clouds and storms, and all the weather; 
May you rain down your grace upon our nation, and it’s leaders and people. 
O God, hear us. 
You are praised, O Lord, through our Sister, Water; 
Quench the thirst of the poor, the downtrodden, and those who are ill, or in trouble of any kind  
O God, hear us. 
You are praised, O Lord, through our Brother, Fire, 
through whom you brighten the night; 
We pray you to brighten your Kingdom, where the souls of the faithful departed rest. 
For them, as you, may there be no night. 
O God, hear us. 
You are praised, O Lord, through our sister, and Mother, Earth, 
who feeds us and rules us, 
and produces various fruits with colored flowers and herbs; 
Give us the will to care for her, as you created her. 
O God, hear us. 
Be praised, my Lord, through those who forgive for love of you; 
through those who endure sickness and trial. 
Happy those who endure in peace, 
for by you, Most High, they will be crowned. 
O God, hear us. 

 
Celebrant: O Lord, we praise and bless you, and we give you thanks, and with all of 
creation, we serve you and pray to you with great humility. Amen.  

The Peace 
 

Celebrant: The peace of The Lord be always with you       People: And also with you 
 

 
Announcements 
 
 

Invitation and Offertory Sentence 
 The people remain seated while an offering is collected to support the work of sharing God’s love with the 
world and living out God’s mission. The bread and wine are brought forward to the altar as the Priest 
prepares the altar. 
 

 
Offertory Anthem “Tis a Gift to be Simple” Shaker Song 
Tis a gift to be simple, 'tis a gift to be free 
'Tis a gift to come down where I ought to be 
And when I am in the place just right 
I will be in the valley of love and delight 
 

When true simplicity is gained 
To bow and to bend I will not be ashamed 
To turn, to turn will be my delight 
'Til by turning, turning, I come 'round right. 

 



The Great Thanksgiving                         

 
At St. Thomas’ Parish, we invite all those who seek God and a deeper life in Christ to receive the 

sacrament of Holy Eucharist. To receive communion, take the consecrated bread in the palm of 

your hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you. If you do not wish 

to receive the consecrated bread or wine but would like a blessing, please come forward and 

cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders and a priest will provide a blessing. 

 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
 

I IS RIGHT AND A GOOD and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made 
us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

I 



To you indeed be glory, Almighty God, because on the night before he died, your Son, Jesus Christ, 
took bread; when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, 
eat this is my body which is given for you; do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  

After supper, he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood poured out for you; do this as often as you drink it for 
the remembrance of me.” 
  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

Loving God, recalling now Christ’s death and resurrection, we ask you to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise. Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and this wine and upon us and our celebration that 
we may be fed with the body and blood of your Son and be filled with your life and goodness. 
Strengthen us to do your work, and to be your body in the world. Unite us in Christ and give us 
your peace.  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

UR FATHER in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 
 
  

O 



Fraction Anthem 
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and after a moment of silence, all sing 

 

 
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God.    
 
 Communion is distributed at a station at the foot of the steps to the altar.  All enter via the 

center aisle and return via the side aisles.    
 

  



 
Hymn    “Morning has Broken”             Bunessan 
Sung by all during communion.  

 
 



Prayer after Communion  
 Said by all, standing  
 

LMIGHTY AND EVERLIVING GOD, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food  of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 

Son,  and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have 
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and 
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a 
mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always. Amen 
 
Hymn “Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart " Marion 

 

A 



Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ!   
People: Thanks be to God!  
 

Postlude “Prelude & Fugue in F Major” Bach 

 Please feel free to exit quietly during the postlude and join us for a time of fellowship.  
 
 
 

The worship has ended, let the service begin. 

 
 
 

Service Participants: 
 
Greeters Carol Coonrod 
  KC Becker 
   
Ushers  Jason Crighton 
  Dennis Hobb 
 
Verger  Kevin Montgomery 
 
Coffee Hour Tyler Ashworth 
  Ashley Ashworth 
 
Altar Guild Barbara Hays 

 
Lector   Ryan Winfield 
 
Intercessor  Nate Vaagen 
 
Eucharistic Minister Catherine Manhardt 
 
Offertory Guild Benny Young 
 
Childcare  Jean Holman 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 

Vestry  
Carol Coonrod, Senior Warden 

Dennis Hobb, Junior Warden 

David Swanson, Treasurer 

 

Jeremy Ayers, Doug Evans, Karen Garlick, Bob McDonald,  

Kevin Montgomery, Stephen Schembs, Ariel Vaagen 
 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Alex Dyer – Priest in Charge  adyer@stthomasdc.org 

Robert Koehnke –      Parish Administrator  rkoehnke@stthomasdc.org 

Cindy Adkins –           Interim Music Director  cadkins@stthomasdc.org 

Stacey George –          Accountant  accountant@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis --        Nursery Care Worker  

  

Assisting Clergy  
  

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson –  Bishop in Residence 

The Rev. Rebecca Zartman –                      Adjunct Priest 

 

Parish Office Hours:  

9:00am – 1:00pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Fridays   

11:00am – 3:00pm Thursdays 

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1777 Church St. NW Washington, DC 20036 

202-332-0607 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org   
 
 

“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus, striving to see Christ in 
each person, and to be Christ in our community, our city, and our world.” 


