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St. Thomas’ Parish: A People who are sent   
  

In Luke 10, 
Jesus sends 
seventy of his 

followers 
ahead of him 
to proclaim 
that the 
Kingdom of 
God is near. 
St. Thomas’ 
Parish has 
begun a 

similar 
journey.  In 

the 
beginning of 2017, we moved out from our building for the next two years. 
During that time, we will build a new church building which will position us to 
be better stewards and a resource to our surrounding community. During our 
construction, we are a church without a building of our own. This has 
strengthened our congregation and brought us closer together.   
  
We are not in the process of not just waiting for a new church building.  The 
people of St. Thomas’ Parish are actively reengaging our city and discovering 
what God is doing in our midst. Our congregation is partnering with other 
congregations across Washington, DC. We give thanks to the Universalist 
National Memorial Church for letting us use this space on Sunday morning.  We 
also meet at people’s homes, restaurants, and other places across the city.   
  
If you want to join us in the mission of discovering the Kingdom of God here in 
Washington, DC, then we invite you to join us.      
  

  



Prelude “Morning Has Broken” Stevens 
 

Hymn “Guide Me Thou O Great Jehovah” Cwm Rhondda 
 

 



The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Opening Acclamation  
 

Celebrant:    Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.         
People:  Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 

LMIGHTY GOD, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 

we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise                      Glory to God  Gloria in excelsis                               Mathias   

A 

God’s peo - ple on      earth. 



The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 
 

 GOD, WHOSE BLESSED SON came into the world that he might destroy the 
works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant 
that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes 

again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious 
kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
 All sit for the first lesson.  
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Reading  –  Amos 5:18-24 
 

HUS SAYS THE LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord: 
Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 
Why do you want the day of the Lord? 

It is darkness, not light; 
as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; 
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
and was bitten by a snake. 
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 
and gloom with no brightness in it? 
I hate, I despise your festivals, 
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
I will not look upon. 
Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an everflowing stream. 
 

Lector: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn  
 Please stand. The following is sung before and after the Gospel.  
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The Holy Gospel – Matthew 25:1-13 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

ESUS SAID, “THEN THE KINGDOM OF heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took 

flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, 
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will 
not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with 
him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, 
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep 
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 

Priest:          The Gospel of the Lord.      People:         Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon The Rev. Alex Dyer 
 Please observe a moment of silence following the sermon. 

 

The Nicene Creed 
 

E BELIEVE in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 

Celebrant: Our Lord calls us to remain alert in prayer.  Therefore, let us pay for the 
whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.  

 
God the Creator. Thank you for bringing about a new creation through your Son, Jesus 
Christ.  And thank you for giving us a place in your new world by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  Keep us and all your people awake to the temptations of unbelief, and supply us with 
faith. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all bishops, priests, pastors and all church leaders.  Bring fruitful growth to the word they 
sow. Guide all those who oversee our church.  Keep us and all your people awake to error and 
division, and supply us with unity in the truth and with love for one another. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Let your Spirit guide us today and in the week ahead as we go about our daily lives.  Thank 
you for the many blessings you have showered upon us, and give us confidence as we look 
ahead.  Keep us and all your people awake to skepticism and confusion, and supply us with 
listening hearts and sound judgment. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Supply the people of this world with all they need for an abundant life.  Bless all people in 
legitimate daily work.  Keep us and all your people awake to true and honest service in the 
world, and supply us with people to receive our witness to Christ. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Restrain the hand of evil and destruction in the world.  Direct our President and other 
government leaders in their response to violence and terror.  Keep us and all your people 
awake to our duties as citizens and neighbors, and supply us with clarity in distinguishing law 
and gospel. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



 
Have mercy, Lord, on the sick and bereaved, and on all who are in despair.  Help us to see 
and respond to the needs of others, and supply us with compassion for those who suffer, 
including those we know personally to be in want, and whom we now name silently in our 
hearts (brief silence). 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant: 
O God, when we are tired, give us strength; when we are careless, make us alert; and 
when we feel like giving up, fill us with the hope of the day your Son will be revealed 
in glory.  Hear the prayers we pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
The Peace 
 
Celebrant:   The peace of The Lord be always with you.        
People:    And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
 

Offertory Sentence 
 
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give 
up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who 
are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:9-10 
 

 The people remain seated while an offering is collected to support the work of sharing God’s love 
with the world and living out God’s mission. The bread and wine are brought forward to the altar as 
the Priest prepares the altar. 
 
Offertory Anthem “My Lord, What a Morning” African-American spiritual

My Lord,  
what a morning  
My Lord  
what a morning  
My Lord,  
what a morning  
When the stars  
begin to fall 
 

You’ll hear  
the trumpet sound  
To wake the nations 
underground  
Looking to my God’s  
right hand  
When the stars  
begin to fall 
 

You’ll hear  
the sinner moan  
To wake the nations 
underground 
Looking to my God’s  
right hand  
When the stars  
begin to fall 
 

 

  



The Great Thanksgiving                         

 
At St. Thomas’ Parish, we invite all those who seek God and a deeper life in Christ to receive the 

sacrament of Holy Eucharist. To receive communion, take the consecrated bread in the palm of 

your hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you. If you do not wish 

to receive the consecrated bread or wine but would like a blessing, please come forward and 

cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders and a priest will provide a blessing. 

 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

T IS RIGHT AND A GOOD and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made 
us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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To you indeed be glory, Almighty God, because on the night before he died, your Son, Jesus Christ, 
took bread; when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, 
eat this is my body which is given for you; do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  

After supper, he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood poured out for you; do this as often as you drink it for 
the remembrance of me.” 
  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

Loving God, recalling now Christ’s death and resurrection, we ask you to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise. Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and this wine and upon us and our celebration that 
we may be fed with the body and blood of your Son and be filled with your life and goodness. 
Strengthen us to do your work, and to be your body in the world. Unite us in Christ and give us 
your peace.  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

UR FATHER in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those  
who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen. 
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Fraction Anthem 
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and after a moment of silence, all sing. 
 

 
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God.    
 

 

 Communion is distributed at a station at the foot of the steps to the altar.   

All enter via the center aisle (alternating sides for each person) and return via the 

side aisles.    
 

  



Hymn           “Let All Mortal Flesh Be Silent”             Picardy 
Sung by all during communion. 

Prayer after Communion  
 Said by all, standing.  
 

LMIGHTY AND EVERLIVING GOD, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food  of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 

Son,  and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have 
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and 
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Pledge In-Gathering 
 
Blessing 
 
 

Hymn “Lift Up Your Heads Truro 
 

 

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ!  People: Thanks be to God!  
 

Postlude “Prelude in C Major” Bach 

 Please feel free to exit quietly during the postlude and join us for a time of fellowship.  



 
 
 

The worship has ended, let the service begin. 

 
 
 

Service Participants: 
 
Greeters Steve Schembs 
  Nate Vaagen 
   
Ushers  George Wiggington 
  Doug Evans 
 
Verger  Catherine Manhardt 
 
Coffee Hour Dan Costello 
  Steve Schembs 

 
Altar Guild  Barbara Hays 
 
Lector   Jessie Eddy 
 
Intercessor  Jeremy Ayers 
 
Eucharistic Minister Gregory Zitterkob 
 
Offertory Guild Benny Young

  



 
 

Vestry  
Carol Coonrod, Senior Warden 

Dennis Hobb, Junior Warden 

David Swanson, Treasurer 

 

Jeremy Ayers, Doug Evans, Karen Garlick, Bob McDonald,  

Kevin Montgomery, Stephen Schembs, Ariel Vaagen 
 

Staff 
 

The Rev. Alex Dyer –  Priest in Charge adyer@stthomasdc.org 

Robert Koehnke –       Parish Administrator rkoehnke@stthomasdc.org 

Cindy Adkins –          Music Director cadkins@stthomasdc.org 

Stacey George –                                           Accountant  accountant@stthomasdc.org 

Kimberly Davis --                                  Nursery Care Worker  

  

Assisting Clergy  
  

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson –  Bishop in Residence 

The Rev. Rebecca Zartman –                      Adjunct Priest 

 

Parish Office Hours:  

9:00am – 1:00pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Fridays   

11:00am – 3:00pm Thursdays 

 

St. Thomas’ Parish 
1777 Church St. NW Washington, DC 20036 

202-332-0607 

www.stthomasdc.org    info@stthomasdc.org   
 
 

“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus, striving to see Christ in 
each person, and to be Christ in our community, our city, and our world.” 


